ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First and foremost, |1 would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to my two
supervisors, Prof. Datin Dr. Sri Nurestri Abdul Malek and Dr Sim Kae Shin for their
support, guidance, patience and advice throughout my research work. My deepest
thankful to Prof. Halijah Ibrahim for identifying and partially collected the plant and
also to Prof. Datin Dr Norhanom Abd Wahab for allowing me to use her laboratory to

carry out the cytotoxicity work.

Apart from that, I would like to express my appreciation to Dr. Lee Guan Serm
and Dr. Hong Sok Lai for providing invaluable help and advice for my chemistry work.
| also would like to thank all my wonderful lab mates and friends, Syarifah Nur Syed
Abdul Rahman, Jeffrey Saravana Kumar, Teoh Wuen Yew, Suriel Loasan, Jaime Stella,
Phang Chung Weng, Ho Yen Fong, Yong Wai Kuan and Zarith Safinaz for their helpful
assistance and support. Many thanks go to Mr. Zulkapli Ibrahim and Muhammad Zaki
for their generous help in sample collection. Besides that, I wish to thank all the
supporting staffs from the Institute of Biological Science, Faculty of Science and

Institute of Postgraduate Study.

I am deeply grateful for the unconditional love, support and constant
encouragement from my parents, sister and brother. Last but not least, special thanks to
my beloved husband for his patience and continued support. With all their

encouragement, | manage to complete my Masters study successfully.

vi



