
Conclusion

Robbins wro'te his fa:n*;-rs jjssay at * tis?s when econoruic
thi'nking in ti:e Anglo*'$axcn wcrL,l- v&e consoli,i^rtiag the teachingeof i'larshaIl and' his follQ$srs' ll*bbi-ns b*lieveri that the d.evelop-
nent of Ecor:cnics w*s being shui:i*.d. xr*r:gly anto the track of
Qaantite,tive econouics* thie, to iris mi.xd", v&s da_ngg,orl.s to tbe
proper and. legitimate d.evelcpnerii *f ecfnCImicg aF a science.

Robbi:rsr craier t+ * p1**e iri the hietory cf econonic
*h^"*l-+ 1i^^ :* 1!-^ 5-r'r..Leugrrr ries ls tEfl fast tbat he br*';ght e ns!* rrisicr: _ ng3. at
least to tb.a AngJ.o*sa:ron trorla" c:- eccnoalcg, He cpened. n€r a!:€nu.6s
end' sorxected. e' d-rift taward.s quantification ln a ssience prixarly
dsaling ritb bus*'n behavicur lrhich h"e reccgnlsed. cci*d. nat be
read'iIy neasured* fhe suss€ss of his Effcrts oan o:rJ-y be rneaeu;.ed
by the centrowrsy an*. d"ebaie that hie Essay 6arrs rise io i-n the
Jrears tbat fsllorred.

To rhat extetrt his rritings influencod. J.I,i. Ke;rnes and.
other writers of the ag€? The an:swer to thie queetion lies out*
eiala the scope of our appraisal. perhaps, it can b€ said. that
his influence $aB g:eataet in the fieid, of lfelfare Economj"cs.
rt nas here that bie objestions and. d.oubte, witb. regard. to the
futility of gaking interpersonal corapariss:3cr of utilityr had. en
inpact ir etue-.rlati.rrg a nes approach to econonic ih.inki.:rg. the
eventuel grorth t3*ustabliehment of the }Teir l{elfare Econonics
c&n bp traoed. to his Eoeay"

saough has b€en said. earlier about his specific
contributione j-n plecing the etudy of econosics j.n a
fi:ndementally new light. Hbet ie pertinent to polnt eut.ie 'Ehat

tha igsues raised. by Eobbins i;r hie Eseay are juet ae S{rr*"t
to*dey ae they t exa ssna thirty JreaTs ego nben he firet srote.
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