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Ye* whnt i* *n1i*'j !ili-*]*bi.*rs*lrie* Xc*n*rsl-estt ie
r*al}y t!:* accup:tu]-,s.ij-+n rr;:d" (-,:rfl.ri:z::tt!*n *f i*"earc *lready

c$Rcleved by e**ruo:*imte * int* a b*dy *r r*;''s**n of ihought'

Hcbbi*s b,ins*lf #eyffi

Fcr the vies,* whi*i,: I hav* aSvanced, 3

eake n* cl"ais r+hate"'er ta *ri.g"ina1ity-
I veatlrr* ta hape that iu' one sr ttrE

.Enc*ar.^6a T l,rqrvs arlFFA=rinri in ciwinrr
&sggqtlv-;g &l.Yv

expositorlr fqrs* t* *€rtain princlplee
no! elwaye elear3y etated' 3ut, in the

B[aiE e3r cbJect has b*en t'g Etate ; $. - * .

propceit**ae shich' ar* tke ssrcesn

property of $ost moaern ec+noniets 
(2).

one could Justiflably concl;llde JuCgtnS from th*

Eu&eroue references to and acks.owledgements sf I'deae fros
the sorks cf, tbe econololEts of the Austrian FlargJ-naliet

Sehool, that the predoaJ-nant influence calne f,ros tbie

eehoel of thought'

Indeed A.G.B, Fisher dl,d Esake the cort'rent that

Rabbi-as ?a6 rtclosely associated wLth the rnovemer:,t to lt:crease

the prestl.ge and j,nfluesce of the Austr{an School l-n

Eaglaad(,).

tZl Robbl,aEe GF" cit"e Preface to the let edltians P. xvc

t3) A.G,B. Fl,eher, Reviee of the l{atrrre 3Ed Slsniflcarce cf
EconosLc $elence, Economlc Hecord VIII"



trn t.ir* Frefa** t* 'f,he

erpec*-al *ekn*,;':i-e*gen*** t* j;ir*

von l{j,ees nn'*. Fi:"i}-j"i'r "tlEj.ckr:t*** t s
(4)&cononjr *

I& the Frefa"*e t* th*
bis crities ** ti:e w+rks *f *'iex

t/q\paaitivlst of hl-e attitade'r',

l-*t "**.it!*a Hal:hina d,eclarce
w+r"kr"i *f Frof**scr lruCwig

S*rrl**nsr*ns8 of tsal-itlcal

Hri* *ei!tio* Fcbbi"ne :'efe. e

'*'Jeber for the orisi-:n of tbe

thE positiviata regard eceaan'ics ss a deductice
s*ience,T*o brced pr5-ncipi,es ere re*ognlae*; firat}.y, ceatral
uriJ,ty uaCerlyfng the conetructtan sf the explanatory Br'lnci.plee
cf ecsnouies e6 s ectence* arid eecond"ly objectlvity of asalyeLe.
FcJ,icy prescrl"ptiane s.ro either to be excluded, or kept 6epan'ace.

She proeesa of establiehing thie central unlty 5-n

erplaeatory princJ.ples consists of l-oak5-rg for uaifornf iy i.n

the aae;r diveree phenonena tbat nake up tbe econoai-c erhere.
S,s the very basie of Esbbinsr ecoacmic scbesa, l.ay the
prlnclple af searcl,ty. Frora this follored the defj.nLtion af
the econslr,ic probleu, ihe economi-c aepect of hurnan bebavtcur,
aed th,e varl"oue Foetulatea of the dLfferent brenchee af the
gciecc€,

the prineLple of objectl,vlty followe naturally
fron tbe fLret, IE the attenrpt tc delialt a ceatraL body

of genera1i,eatl"ons it "ra6 necessary to diecard thcae

(Il) Robb3-nei op.cit"n Preface to the let edltloer F" xt'i"

(rj Sobblrei op.clt., Prefaee to tb,e Znd eCl-tl"osr p* xl.



consid*reti*nc v:hici: b*k:r:g+rl. t* *i;i:er dteciplinee* Of

paran*unt sencern ar*on6 fh* F*eiiviste traceabl"e through the
hietor]r of Eecnoni+ thcr;gi:t v+ee tl:.* ::e*eceity to discard all
consideratic;rs whi*l: invsl';*d. va3.*e-;udgereente- fh* Lrrele.vance
of quentione ii&* the ethicc *f t*king lntsrest sae obvious ts)

tbe early Fositivist.s l{ke 'Y*$. }.ii11 $aeaau Senior, }avid
Ri.card,o aad Riehard Cantii1oo(6). Hoe,sser l-t san Fiax 'dfeber

wb,a, d.enonetreted, tl:e p*eai-biltty of the elCetence of lnplLclt
bidden *seumption* :n the applieatisrrn of econonle priaeipf-eso
Such an &senuption w+uld be the possibility of interpersCInal
conpar{eouc af uti}-ftf. Thie aeeumption l"ed ts the eanclueLono

$reder the r*Id Yd+lfare Ecoponicat that aa eserr dietributios
of Xneone soeld enhar:.ce sosi.al se1fare. trt ras Rebbfure sho

papularised thie vierry i.n tbe Ang3,o*$axen wsrld"

Against the background of the PqeltivLet atatrd lt
rould be useful to exanine the valJ.di-ty of one sf Sobblnst
gtateeente regarding the purpose af the Eesay. ttll le uore

e.ccu:recy ln node o f e tatenen t ratber than over df,etGri"-v fn
/a\

rFeculative rarge for rhich I aa pleadln1"\rt.

Ae e firet approd.satioa, it alght be eai.d tha€

thie etetesent ie not free fron aabigr.lLty'

Judg{-ng fros the text of tbe Eseayr Fobblns doee

poJ.nt out irr varioue parte that certal.n activl-tiee of economists

(6) FnSf. Eutci:lnsonr j*e-1!iYe' EcaqqgXcp aad Pel.tsv ObjegFlvee"
lei editioa; Londonl George Allen and
Hnnln Ltd" r 1964,

{?) Robbine {a} op.cLt.1 Preface to the Znd edl"tion.
(u) Fase Lra fn (1),



cen:rot be j';ic*ificd. qn the girliirrd-s of pr.rre the,or'y-, Ti:is is
esilacj-elly so i:: iira ri$*;::aC.*: +f a:r'"i sipi.ficance gi'ran to
quantitertiv€' daia* {rto*i:::rs l}rriri';s out tiiat tbp uss of suc|r

d"aia depend* aLn*y* *:: i;h.e *ai:ii:.g *f arbitrerr;' **ranptiorie) .

Iiswever Rshblus ir:cl*,d-** a]"ua;,"s ih* riualifications th.at no

reetriction l:r: s*eh actrvit;.' i€ ne;:.nt. Tne point thai is
stressed. is that ec*r:*t*iets sb*uld. rs*+gl-:iza ana acls:o"'rleCge

sbat doee l:st st*ic*iy f+31os fmn the sil"lctiire af assunptions

cf pu*: a*c::+r*ics"

Along rriil: tlie earlier Ih:gl.ish poeit5.vietsl Robbins

recognizaC" iire need to te,ke into ascountr in €cne fone or other, oF

s:.reh poiiticalr rnoral, psycb*logicalr ox etbieel aseuiapiisns.

There d.oes not seen to be any essentiel *ifferenee in Scbbansl

netbod sf d"ea.J.i::g vitir this problon sj.ib tbat of tb.s early
Poeitivj.sts. For exanplerJsi::l Ferrille Keynee aC-socated. a 3-fo1d.

lq\
olassification of *11 problens ralaied to econoinice, nanely \ | /

A positi:re scj.entifis stud"y of what ftisrr

Application of econonia principles in
ordsr to d"ete:ni.ne wh.at frehould. b€rl

3) ['be Art of Folitical Sconouy or how to

aoconpli,sh the ends d.eol*ad. on in (Z)

TbE only d.ifference in Bebbins? approach seens to b€

that wbere tbe earlier poeitivists eought to diecard. fron tbe

positire etudy all fon*ign elenenter Robbine said. to tb,e

eeonomiet cn}.y tb.at be acbtoxledge nbat lfas a foreign cl
arbitrary assueption in the analysis. Robbins d.id not clearly
etete any sucb classification ae CiC eolce of -uhs ee.rliel
Fositivigts a}tbough tbis ie oft€n isplied in b.is wodcs.

1)

2)

{f} J.}I. Ke;mee, The Scope and. }letbod. of Political Eeononay (fggO)
fieprints of iJsononia olassics -Eutchinsoat
loiean:1938 . '



Cateaorig-E

T0,csrse back now t* the questicn of the naJcr ltt*

flueucen sa th,e Esneyo s€ ntght note l-lt perti-cular th* worka

of Rlcb"ard. Strl-glr one af th* later A::strisne *

Of baelc imp+rta,*ce w&ri Striglte baok D.!S g4gggn$'sc4gp

Kateqorien aB*,cig orqanizetlcn *.t{.Jlrq?e+bg$!' Fron tbie

Bobbins adcpt*d, the id*a of the dietlnctisn between the cate*

ggrie$ an* dets *f *e*n$nic science. Ncwhere l'n hj's nEssaytf

does Robblns eryLa*-n this c*n**pt' The reader ls referred

to tbe Gersan text cf the boqk ehen the eoncept is nenticned.

fhie di"stlnation
etudy of econctn{cs rithcut
reality"

The categoriee of
lr theee terns.

is nade in order tc f,srnaLj'ze the

cutti-ng off lta csnnectioa sltb

esonosic sclence can be deecribed

There are f,our fundamental facts of hrrnan exletence

that lntereet the econorcltt(B)' From theee fundamental facte'

Lt J.e poselble to derive the categoriee of econoalc science"

Ebus Lt ie posel,ble to 6ay that lt Ls because the €conoleLst
i-."*

Looks ef hunan existesce frcu the aspect sf tbe 4 fundanental

coadittorxsl the economlst ie latereeted only tn these cate-

. gorlea of husan exletence tbat are derived fron tbls aepect'

8har do act need controlLed experlnente to establ"lsb tbeir

veJ.ldl$r* ore does aot need to hold a controlled exlerinent

toprovethatl.naainportaatSenBethenaJorpartofour
exleteace Le d.lrected by atl lafialte helracby of rantst tbe

(S) Rsbbinsr oP.clt'; Po lo'



tj-ne s"ed rnealrs for fulfill::r*nt of v;hich &re restricted. Indeed

lf thi.s E'er€ nst so r it wr:uJ-d be, i;ile e::**ption ratlter than the

rule! gses the argu*nent- T!-:*rt=fpre th* es.teg*:i*s &re derivad
froe that asp*et *f th* funSanental f,:cte *f existence i,hat are
i.:rdi-eputably true. frr:rx these *at*gories are ceduced the laws

of pure econordcs *

I{owev*r ti:eoreti*al cai:atructi-cne cannot be *ade

sithout taking int* ecceunt the fa*te of reality- *ne mret

aeknopled-ge, that whlle ths con**r* of the econaniet sith
husan existence is defined particulnrly by the econonic

aepect r nlall does nst Ii-v* i-s a vaeuun: an<i iherefore bis
bebavicur ls g*i'er$ed by e nu*ber +f lnfl-u*n*ee that farn
the eubjecte of oth*r flelds af atud;r' llante behavlcur Ls

explained fron the vier* point of Feycbologyr l{ietoryt
Palltl"cal eclence, to nalle a" fex. Th.e economiat nffiet take

** iroto account these inf,luenc€g. TheEe Lnfluences hoseve:*

aere the data of economic science" By defl,ni-tion theee data

are accepted by the econo&ist" It Ls not tbe businesa cf
the econoniEt to explaJ.n theee facte. Explanation ehould

come fronc the hietoran, the peychologietr the etatieticJ-ant
the engJ-neer or tbe political eeientist, The eeonosint

night attenpt to understand, these facts; ne'rertheleesr lt
ie not hLs duty to explain tbeee facts. Ilorever it is his
task to explain the connection between theee categorieg aad

the data of econornic ecisnce. ft is his taek ts erplain
the basis of theee categor:.*"(9).

(g) $ee Robbiner .op,cJ-t. frTl1e Fercepticn and sel,ection of the
baeis of economl,c analyeis is ag
much ecqnonics as tbe analYsie
l-tseLftt. F" 106.
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