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tial-a;,ra+1 i',.rs R c',iii:,Eej:in* *i r.b':u? tr**C r:i1es )"on5t

it: re5u1-arity bci-ng nr*fuen i=:r b=3'** inlets al:d r\vers which
f*,ci1iiate th; siti:r5 cf fishi::g tiilr:,;:*s b*cart*e tlrey offer
prot*ctic. ag:!,nst =trcn3 '.,-i:dr; :rC, bis 't;eves of th* oFau

i**, ?1*ugL ib,*I:o** ti:ece ba;rsr inlets and r'vers provide
6a+d harbJurs fcr th* s,r:"a31 fj-s::inS crafts us':d by tbe fislier-
SfIlr

tr{alayan fis},:eriec iir'* ne&r-l{atrr fisheri es in ti:at
all fish ere caU;liit tsi+.hin 5C nilee fraa tire shsre'

Fisti is an in::ortant s*uree af :.nj*eal proteil anc

forils an i=*oortant part of ttre i''ialayan c:ei.- cur i'-a)-airan

waters have over f:* tir;:es cffistr of, ';rhicir about li6 spr:cies
are ir:pcrtant i: *ur caichesr Sur se&$ abount wit]: fish oi
ti:"e pel*g5-c t3rpe. ?hey occur in Larf,e ccncentr:ted slioalo'
for exa;:rp1e, tL; ke::rb.onn, !i$9' !-?{t!"" "o1. 

gialcharu' -Th:r 
are

cau.qht Uy " la:gl*i--ffi't;.Tleers h-ere, The :-riine:se fishe:-i ' '

resources ar€ -i* lic!r,n"ti-a1-St-e3t-su}i:Iier of fcod io tbe
expanCing PoPulation. '

Ielgg-qe
In terms cf enploynent; ttre industry enploys t9 r Oc'o

regul-ar fisher;len direct1y or ?.n$ of the iotal econcn1cally
active porcul:ttion of 2..L6 ni.iiion a$ enu:rerated :-n ihe 1-917

census of Fopri'! aticn of t.he Fed*ratior of iia1arya. This Elal'"es

it the thj-rc iar6est rraSTiculturalt' iad'rotry in liol-aya after
rubber and Padi. *

Inadditi.ca,fisllinggl,vesenploynenttoe]-a:.ge
number of pooFle, all eonsectetl: r:ith the industry j.ncj.rectl;r'

?hese are the w!:olesalers I ret*iiers, village nidrilesen and'

*1It refers to the area
I,iaiaya bef,ore tne fornation of

the Federation of
in $eptenbern 196i.

llno'um as
l.ialaysi a

*ll-



ehopkeepers, transp*rtrticln *"gen^ta and all those enga6ed in
the xarl:etJ-ng of fisll.

in terms of annual *utput, fiei: pratluctian for 1952

hras 2 r 85?, OOS piculs or 17CI n iOO ton* Ealt".ied at 1151:3. nillionr1 '
In 1961,' i,to fisi:i ;r:.' i::,dustr;,' ccr:tributed :113'9 nj"l-lion+c
to the n=t:cnal l:rcs:ge *f l.1ai*-va ar Z"i+i{ of t5e tata} national
incsne of 'J54*t nill-iotl+)o

The Fisher:en:

Yery fsrr :tc*en are directly engaged in fishing
!rer*-sr:*;r *ta *r,hn:r.ic='! €:i€rt:-ss. in th o?en sea ig toa nuch f,or
-!r\.:\,C{ ll)E waiE

;;;;. i" ZV1Z,* out of ti:* 5ar*** *ngege<l in sea*fiehingt only
WE ar€ r*oneR (see nlabl-e 1r. colunn 3'i *

Table 1

I':ALAYA ; iCSi{O;f:CAi,LY ACTIVS' C':)IiLATIOH
EI{GAGEP I}i 5E^-3ISHI};g

Total l{unber Engaged
ia Sea-irisl:eng

State

>--**"-*.".:-*'""* ".-

?erlie
Kedab
Fenang
Ferats'
Selangor
11 . S el;:bilan
.r"lg!grr:Ca
Kelc-r:tan
Trengganu
Paharg
Johore

Fersons
I (1)

Q:qve/

: 7,r2?i 5 1479
10 | Ol+o

-- nlr,C:/r"'t
3:A', ? rL?5t ? r5L4

L? t6\"9
3 r4L3
Bf5?5

Fenlales
(])

io
14
ic
1B

E.

?

259
149
37
19

778

lial,ay-
eians

l+J * "-

Chinese
(5)(2, )

in<iiaas
(6)

925
? qI ?
./ 1,.tL I

t, ^r? s+17
IA ! ClO
5,oj1

35e
? rL73
7 rA55

12 r 5CO
7 1776

: 8r654

75
599

2 r?5a
5 .?46
4 r?77

L37
aiAo2u
ao
51

L35
3,554

5g,649 r8 ,770

745
2 1789
2 1559
7 1495

=l+zI 'b

219
I t47,
7 ,29Q

12 r t85
3 r27?
5,oBE

2
65

lac
1i)3
3o

3
1

2
5
1

5
425

Fe deration 59 . OIG , 58 GTBof iialaya'l-"'- i-*J---*-*-
Saurce I Llr? Population census of the Federation of l{ala;ra'

+1ag62 irnnual Report of the Fiehing Industry'

*?]tg61 AnnuaL Report of the Fishing Indus

*311963 Bank Negara AnnuaL ?ePort.



illcte that figr:res for ti:* categ*:r3' rrpther$u a::* excluded
b*ca.ure ti:ey i;ire unimportanti.

rn l';..:.lay*, iiie i'isi*rn f*j.j.; st*y behir:d uhile the
husbanCs $s out ta fish" T:;,|a:y l"r*k *iber the do:ie*tic need,s of
e*e hruser for exa:npl*1 eo*ir.i-r'"r"6, r+*shi.ng and tail5_ng care of
t-he ci:ildren.

ver;.,' aft*n ti'r*y ..;s F::$:-.tsd in l:cne terrestrlal
ec;nc=.j-c act,ivit;i tc sul: ie.:en',. i:ie irr:.tCec-uate inc:,:;ie brcught
tn by the i:usbands' They rai'be engniecl j-n tappi.rrg the rubber
tr*es of th* n*arby sr*ai.3li*]"*:"n:rs or the3- nay roo,k after tl:eir
o!,*I1 ::adi fi*ld* nnd r*hbcr enC cocon'i:rt sinail-irs}-dinge. lhis is
a cosrrrCIn fe*ture in il:e E,.:lst ilceet ctrrtss of Helantann
-renggaiu and i;al:*rg:, riher* ti:e fi.shernea r;arxali]r *i.rlt BorE€'t^r'rl on"t :r'!'e a subsidi*ry occup*,tion to their naj=n *ccupaticnji-€ailu i*i* !-r

^E ri-'r:{n- They l:e*,* loci* after the Figs and poul_try anC theirlJ: * IL>ra4l*ti a

I'eg*table plots as is c*r*r"tr1"r =-,r{'n# ih* Cirinese fishing popu}-a*
tion in th* ;;;t"io**tii'. '*" .,'iri.,itu- 

'

Of the 99, OOq eng*ge<i in sea-fishing , 6T% or
]9r$00 are l"iala;'sians+2, 31 .fl,{, or l8r8C0 are Chinese {see
?able 1r colu:ans 4 and 5> an{ L,Zii covering the Ind:.ans vrho
are wi"dely scattered throughout lialaya, the Sianese in the
northern etates of Ferlis, iiedah, lielantaa and Trengganu and
the Fortugese in l'1a1acc6.

MeJ.ayeian fishernen dc::inate overwheln:ingly the last

*1s** (s) u. Azizta flrst yearte (19S1) lecture notesg
(bi R. Firth; iialay Fisirernen: their Feasans

Econoxy.

During:-;y'riei-t io Telok Eahaag, I 1earnt that ssne
of the woaen fcl-l: derive so.;e income by tapping tne rubber
trees of the nearby emallholdings cn a sharing basj-s of I : 1.

I also observeC tirat every hor"rsehold reared, soae
pcultrSr a::d in sose cases 6oats for d,onestic consunption and
for sale to the r:on-fisi:ing population in the vi11g6e and in
tbe towu.

.fn ay interview with two Fulau Arnan fi-shersen at the
Sungei Pinang narket t:here they cof,e eYer:/ . mr:rning to dispose
of soxre of the islandrs fishn l learnt that tbe wives of the
fisher;;en are enrployed to tap the rubber srrallbc] d,ings of the
ieland, ?he rrol':en folk Srow fruits and rear poultry ani goats
whieh are .tak"en to Bukit fambun for disposal at the rrainlard.

+- zThey are l'Ialays and Indonesiane doniciled here 
"

-O-



Soast fisirinp; states" Flfti:*ight p,olnt eix percent or ZStZeAof the tatal" i'iarrrymian fi*irir:g:*'1:cJ:*lation ars ,JounrJ in ilreseth::ee East Coast stai*s *f, Xef.*rrtoo, j:rnnr€anu arid Fahang. Aiarge nurnber *s fa*nd i:r sast Johoreu $eianEi:r, I{ecerh eindFerlls where thi: llalaysi-an popurati*r: is 1arge.

Chineee fisirer*on r:red*:=lx*te in sreal concentrationin tha r'IrYrqF-r:nina f{^1..*.i vrr9 I'94 o

no,t +.1 *l+***-.rLrrii; ..:-r":.i*.p *entre of il'iau *angi,.or and dlift_rjsu rr.Ji..r::s centres af l\"rJ_;ru iistar:t i*.n4 l,i*-l****l Tl:e3 d.O=inatethe central ale southern. ,,€st *oastl-ine of ilalaya. llinety-tr.roFer cent cf ti:* totar f;hin*,se fis):ing ;:apnlation or u,Jooare found i* ii:* fr.:';r ,.;'est **a*t states or ilenang, Ferak,Selangor end Joirore i$ee tabl* 1)*
t:.1Irirt ra;*rity *f the fieherrcen ens*ge ;-n fi*hi.ng bythensslves" $ev*nty-tr** po:-nt t'*o perceni of t,le total

li"1::* popui'ati-on cr 43 0 50* ere r*l-f-**p10yed r*hlLe 21?,t orf C | +L)U ere enployees worllj nX f or anothpn p-..1 n,rfishins indr:etrv, and the reer d,s?$o:;.:,8;lt:f:",,i:.13-
fnniltr L'.rrl:'rrr*c 'lirir- -:* +t-^ r !ra.*-!-LJ Fru'-ll*riJ r-r-vrri{i 1n the 6a;-'g househaid a6d" heipinS thefishersen and at t]:e sa:iie tine aie unpaid ( see ?ab1e a cno\page b].

l{alayeians ehow a higher percentage as self-enp3-oye<ithan their Chinese counterpart,s vrho {rre clore capital,istic intheir nethods of catching fish and therefore have to ensageheipers. Eightf,*ellts ler eent of the i,ialaysian fisherneu or
Saf ooc are self-e;:rp1-oyed, as con*ared tc eerll, of ti:e totalchinese fishing populatton or :-tr5oo (see Table a). rn thei'lalaysian doninated etates of i(ei.antan and. Trengganu, over?tri of the total fish:-ng population are self-e::rnroyed. Eut inFerak, tlenang, $elangor and" .Iohore uriruiu-ilu iethod,s ofcatching fish are lrore capitalistic, a relativeLy J-ar6e numberof the fishernen is en,gaged as enpJ.cyees ::jl iliese states ino;:erating the Eears like the fisb.ing stalces and the *DUtsg_seine nets,

?he l'Ialayan fishernen nornalLy go ou t to fish inthe early hcurs of thg ncrning at betueen z to lla.rn. and,retura to tbe vtllage late in the xacraing aftel having spentabout t hours in the open s€&r 0fien tirey fish in late *lte"*
noon close to thei r fishing villaget1.

*1$ee R" Firth: Har-ay Fishernen: fheir peasant
Ecouony,

l{y conversations rri th the f,ishernen at the fi shingvillages in f elok Bahang, Eatu Ferre::,ggi:i anrl ran j on6 Eungahin Peuang coirfirned that they go out to fish early i; thenornlng and the nunber of tines they fish per day depende o&the gears tbey us*r
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. DurinS tircj-t. J*eisr:re 1:'tur*:, the;' sr:end the:r tine
on the beaches" re*;;ri-r:-ng their bo,-iis *nd i:enC:-ng a;rcl drying
tireir nets+ 1. it *ust l:c" *;ephr*sir"*i1 t}:at eur fieliernen are
verl' herd.i*crki.lrg anri ti:ey cp*nd *r*:st of their wafiing hours
on their occunarion.

I'iost of tl:* fisi:*rn*n +. e i-:1.:iter.:'.**€ and they learn
their treeie iurin;,' chiliihsc$ fr** tn.eir elders thrcugh
careful gilid,ance ern$ fr*l: sbserv*tierr and c::perierc€r

;'fornallyr the fisli*rr:l*n opernte in frroups, tl*o in
ihe. case *f ti:+ rir!fi;*x"*t {i}j*-.il+n::+i) ;:.::C ten t* *'tieaty iri
the *Gse cf ti:e l"ift**ei {triilr+t T'a_=i^;:oii, i,each-_serna net
iir::r*i Fsfq::) erid. ;:iur$s*s+hffi-fu)*2. A oigeifi*
cani porti*n of ti:* caich is Ce*ucce* *s rent ra the o'v*?r€r

for th* us* af the net a:rd, boat i-:efor* th* neabers of the
fishing syr:dicaie slrare in the c+.tch+]"

It, is Ci-ffieult t* +stit:st{i ti:e i*c+ne of tir+
fisherr"i:eii ;rs il:ere is n* official statiet:cal data c+ncer;i-ng
t1:e incon're af the f:-eh+rren hithertor to n*:e a Suess is aLse
difficult because incsnes vary bctr*een fisliern*n in t:e sane

Econony.

of Penang.

Sconcny,

.al
" 'see R ' Firth: l'lala; Fishernen ; fheir Feasant

I observe all tb,eee activiij-es along the beaches

* t Se* ( a) R. F:r tb : l'1a!-ay Fishe:nen : Their Feasant

(b,) Tjoa Soei tlock: institutional- BackgrounC
f : l,todern Econopi c and Sccial De'relo:lnent in I'lalaya'

At telok Bahang, tire fgk+t..fSirit i; c'anneC by
a grcup of seventeen ::en, th'e *$g! Fal:I-ul by t'*;o rell a:d at
Baiu Ferrenggbi, the Pairat T.arel: ie hauled in fron the shore
by two tea-ms of ten nen each '

*5S"* ( a) R, Firth: l'Ialay Fishermen: ?heir Feasant
Econoay " (b) Tjoa Soei Hock: institutional Background
to liodern Econonic and $ccial Developuent in l{a}aya'

In felok Bahang and Batu Ferrengshi' the provieior
cf gear$ and, boats 3:1us mctors by rich chinese Tqltgtyq

".rriorr. 
The Tor-rr#;rs bear alL ihe ff-shing expenses like fuel

andtrep3j-rs"ffintigca].culatecatbetween3U#end.5c$
of the dail-y aet sales proceeds clepending on the trFe of
gear6 n The rent ie 4f i, for the &!*Jgt "

*Q-



local-ity an* betrt'een regions. Thotypes of geers used vary
fron t!:e higi:ly *:apitah"stic fisi:ing stdres j-ike the b1+!
!gi(, and hs]*l.S a,nd nets l:-i;o thc puFs€*seine'net and beach
seine net, to bhe priur:itive anrl i-nefficieni, Sesrs like the
hand*line and the casting n*tn The typee of boats enployed
alsc valy ffon the l-ar;*r *!?eG .r:i,,.rrer*d by bi.gEer ergines to
r,iediun, ores ser,.'€red by sn*.11 cngines to the snall DoB-t{€cha-
nised crafts. *bviouelyl r:hc incone of t*hose e:::pioying rnore
capitalistie equiprr:*nt* wil-1" be very nuch gre*ter thn* that -

nr tr,ro nn.)re:+ fish*rnen. ,**condly, the lnccne of each fisher-\,/l Lr-J vvv- !

ix&n ?erles frc"n ,iay to tli;r and frcn ;:onth to na:rth deren*ing
*n weather c**.:3!tj-*ne *aC sea situsti-+:rs I ike tl:e ;rresence of
dolphins aarl jellyfi-*b r'rhich drive a!..air the fish and the
salinity of th* rraterxhici: aff*ets tire iiresen+e or absense
of fish+l. i'ievertl:eiess, the n"irerage incone of the fi-sh*rnes
;f the East Coastr a$ estinated by Tjoa Soei i{ock, is f'BO

Fer =oath+Z*

FisFinf. s,easqP

In l.!el*ya, f ishinn is continuously carriec out
tbroughout the year along the West Coast a6 there is no

seasoicri clinaric Cisturbence to lrrevent the fishernen from
goiag out to fish for a certain len5ih of iirae. in Table i
ina Sraph 1 on FaSe 11, the conthly output of fieb for the
i"rrest Coast is quite regular. Though i'larch anC Aprii show

exceptiorally hiSh output of f;-sh, they need noi be the peak

produciion nontns in other l;r€afs as a gLance t[rough the
nontbly production fiSures of a nunber oi :Iearg for the iiest
Coast ioiff confirn tirit peak nonths can be in a:iy nonth of
the year,

*1ghi" difficulty is expressed b1r*those fisberne:r
whan I intervieued on the beach Ln Penaug. r*he;r could not
8^y for the inconre of thej-r countereari: !n to: sartre vil]-age
belause af differerreesin amount of capital- employed. lie"ither
can they be certain of their nonthly j-ncone. In thelr ot'ftl

wcr6s, ii"l=ng ia a big gasble. Ihg range of sgia'r'ic*s in
Lncone is Sf"it and tholr explanation for ihe Sreai range
has already been nrentl'oned abov€ '

*2S*" f Joa Soci Hock: Instj-tutional bacllgrounC to
F{odern Econenic and' $ocial Developrnent in i"lalaya'

tsbi.e s,pF€ars to be a faLr eetine'te according to
chs Kbalid and che sanad, Eoth eenior cooFerative sfficers
at the eooperative Division, ilinistry of *\Sriculture and

{*o*peratirresr ?rith r*horn I bad nany interelting discussicn6'



flti.rIli ?

I"TSLAYA : 1?*e l':*l'i?:{:.,Y
oF FISS:3i pISiiLs

trfr*Dl]ttIC!{
BY *QAST

l{onth lrfest Cnast
{r)

East iohore
(3)

Wes? Johore
t4)

Jan'r:ary
February
l'larch
April
X.iay
Ju::e
Ju).y
Augtr*t
Septenber
O c tober
Novelrber
De ce:eber

7 r1oo
9rzCO
9 

' 
I+oo

8,8o0
9rOO0

't] t 5o0
13r6OC
'!5'?OO
15, 9OS
12,9CO
12?8CO
1Ot5CO

Source: L962 Annual Report of the Fish-ing Industry.

GRAPIT ].
( Drar*a fron Table tr ,
colunns (1) and (2),)

Coast

oast

15r8CO
tl r )tJu
43, 8*o
?6, Sco
5? r 1S*
7C I sCO
85, roo
95' 500

:_e'? ?***
?* r c*c
7* i 4CO
es r ooo

blonthly
0utput

in Pieul-s
(ooo)

A

?av
.f

-/

----"--*-=-&. -.-.'.*.--t*..-_'.-- l-*. -.-. *r**'-*- *

soltD

Sast Coast
{1i

i6lrico i rr500
1?*r5** i 1 r?OO
?21-1nn | < -t?,n

| /l,vv

217recO ! r2i6oc
181.i.-ro i rSgoo
tB4,7oc I r6?rce
1)c r)t",s i t?r4OO
1]gr4so I e1r1CO
145,?0o I zzr zoo
14a,ooc I zl,600
lSargoo I r?i8oo
174'3Oo I 4f l+oc

*1f.-



Eut sast ffoast fiehing shons sea'onarity. F5_ahingis interrripted i:,y the ilorth Sasi j{cnsoCIn {}ibvenber to ilpri-I};especially duri*g the rnontir* of **cenber end. ,Sanuary wheathere is harc]"y eny fiahing d.i.re to otrong r+inds and bigltaves r^rliich nei:e it diffi-cult for i.be fisherrsen to leave the
'ea-€i:,ole to fi-sh* ?abr-e 3 a.nd G::a.ph r c,n F+ge 11 r*preeeat.the pattern. of-,fi-*ii praduct:-*n irr **y y**"i11-n,r"ing theperiod of the iiorth Hast i.icnscon, fish prodrrction dropssignif*,*ant1y t* i-ts lcxest f*r iir* rear. rn "Tanuaryr 1962,tbe output is 1:r*to picurs c+Ep*red ier?coc picurs i.nSeptenber,

A better picture of ihe effects of ti-re l{Erth EastI'tcnsson CIn fich prodr:etion is bro;:sirt oiit by the ;acnthlyprod*cti*n fi-gr:res of East and ;./es{ Jshore i**o ?ab]e j-,c+lunns {3} a::d {4i), Althcugh bcth coasts share ihe sarieLatj-tude, the nonthLy productio* for r,{est Johore shows &orereguLarity'uh.en tiiat af the East Johore. The range in thevariatj-on of annual auiput for l-Jest iohore is beiween 15r gcopiculs and 711Oo piculs shile that of East Johore is betweea
eerZCO piculs and IriCO picu)-s in tg6l,

Horna1lyl those whc cansot fish during ihe i.IorthEast i'lonsoon lind odd iol: to.,d,o or te:rd, their snallhoI,lings.
Sone migrate further south o"^"tne I'iest coast to fish. Alarge nunber have to depend on their savings supplecented bycred,it ald loans to tide then over tbi.s Leln peiLoa+2.

Fieh ie present durl-ne the ilor th East llonsoon. Theproblen i-s fcr the boats to leave the eea-shore for thefishing grouad in the face of such bad vreather " Today,
increasing aechanisation has enabled, the fisher=en to fishrlore often during the $orth Sast iicnsoan. l'iechanisation has
reCuced the ili-effccts af the nonsgon. Larger dieseL enEinedboais can be used to fieh in all but the worst weather andbring back good catches+}.

*1r 
found.

Sast and ifest Coast
yesr when analysing
yeare Lg56 to tg67.

*2S"* II. Lz'rz: First yearrs (fg6r) l-ecture notes.
*SArouaL Report of Fi.sliing Industry, Lgr6-5g.
Che Khal-id and Che Sa.uad. of the i{inistry of Agricul"-ture and cooperatives and Che lbrahi.:r , PeRang t s etnior coope-

rative officer and tbe &any fi,eher*ten nhon I interviewed. in
Penang all agree witb ne on this aepect of nechanisaiion.

the pattern of fieh production for tne
aE stated, above to be the sFne for an;y
the nonthly prcduction figures for the



Fishinri Grounils and }{*th*ds:

I'i*layats so:;rces *f, *arine fish are J"ocated in the
South China Seao ihe Stra-ji; ef Sing*.pore, the $traits sf
!.ialacca and ti:* *ai:tern extren:-ty +f the Itidian Oceanr
Trad.:!t:-ona11y, the inshor* fisi:*r j-es esp**i-aliy th* Sireits
of iialacca enr SinEap+:'e i;av* h*i::., fisi:sd i ntensively w:th
a great variety of 5eans+rn The off*ehare fieheries have
been l-eft untappeii tl;," :he il:ria."iin fichennen brl'" '*ith j.nCrea-

sing n:echanisatian and, 'i,e*hnicaJ- tnai:ring given to i}:c f:-she-
rnen, it is iroped t|,.:"t thi"* wlll Fase th* t'ay fcr tne dt:velo$*
ne:rt af the cff-si:*re fi-sheries'

FelaE:ic fieh an* ii:*::e fish tivlng in rqid*grate:'
are captureri bt drif,i-reta, s*ine-nets and iifti nete. fi:,8
main types of fish caught are ti:e 5gi ]5,.n'qr. 3*aq' !il}F'
tengg.i-ri and .99.ff'

$es:ersai fish ar€ those f,rur:d oa oF Eeal th* sea-
bed 1i-ke the Egz',43 r l'*gl*:g, etc . f heg Ct nst nove araund i:i
larg* shoals'-ffiefaref,T:.e o:;eratian cf b:-6 sete is not en

econonic proposition. 
. Tb-*y, i:" caught by i:ana-lis1*5 I long-

lines and fisn-traps (bubu)-*.

Fishine Anoaratus
-- a) tsoats tsefore L9I5, neerl"y all boais used for
fishing were nffiebanised but since tire recoriiinendations of
the Comci:i,ee to Inveetigate il:e FiehinE Incustrlr (1955)t
there hes beee incleasi-nrg nechanisation cf erafts r/'rith

inboard di-esel :lctors. In Lg"c?, 44{' of tire total nunber a!
regietered boats in i.ialaya ?tere nreehanised'

b)Fishinsgears}|gstatedeari.ier,alarge
variety cf fishing gear{-6oih staieoaarlr and uobile' varyi-ng

fron pri:r:itive to highly capitaLietic types, is enployed in
i,ia1ayi. ?here fuas been no new type o! 6ears j-ntrcduced into
lialaya recently but the lieberies Departnent is experinenting

*1Fot a fu}1 description of a'Ll tl:e varicus gears

in use in llalaya and how ?hey operate 1 a€€ T " ilt. Fur ton I

l-ishing l":eti:odi cf Singapore in J}{BRAS, vo1* Z.|t Part 2r

June, \954'
*?l derive ihis conclusj-on froe ny analysis cf

Tables of fish caught by dif f erent gqais f ound in the i'nnual
Re?orte of the Fisf,ing industry, L956'62'
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on the practicabi"lity of tire Fi*ra Ani or the .Tapa.neee set*
but sc) far,

"**"i;

tral:s ainin6 at renlaE.l ngj thr fichinf stakee
aothing baa come sut af the *:<perie*r,ts.

?he atter*pts by the ehinese fishernen
Halaya to -introduce irawier fisi:i-ng into t*alayafrusirated b"1' th* pres*nt ban on trawLers after
achieved si5:rificant success in ibeir oirer,t.tio::e
str+n6 protest fr*= the ineh*re fi*i:ernen*

The Fisberies $epartmeat has been succeee frrl in i teefforte ta inpr*ve the effj-ciency of the e,risiing sears by
substittrtj-x$ synth.etic fibre net in }:1ace of naturai fibre
net " -4lth,ough n" n*u types of sears i:ave been introrluc*d,
lsc&l ss;rrs ere being ncci.fied to neet ch*rg.Lng ccnditio:rs
*nd the use af *ertaia traciticneiJ- $ea-rs ie beioning less
r*idespreaC due to a change towards the use sf Eore versatile
an* efficieni sear$ lil;e *he ilurs€-Feine neis (R:kat Jerut)
aiid shere seine (ry;tai ?lg]l3lg) :-n areas where TEeyTad-
never been in useffi

tLe use of eynthetic fibre nete hae increased, the
catching poller of certaia gears especiall-y t!:,e drj-ft-net(Fukat i{anygF } a6 well as providin! the fisheraen with more
durable nets+ts, Though rnore expeneive, they are dtroager
aad require less r:e!-ntenance tben natural .fibre nets.

Iiechanisai.ion and iaprovenentin fiehing 6eErE at
s€a bave been folroued by devel-opnent olr shore as we1l.
Eight cold rocfiB have been constructed, in t!:e najor fisbing
villages in the East Coaet, Landiug jetties haye beee provi{ed
ia aary of the fiehin6 vj-}3"agesn vrhere pcssib3-e. select,ed
fieherEiea fron a1L over the coi:ntry are sent to the tlvo
Pisheries $chool in Kuala Treng8anu arrd Fenaug fcr tralning
cn tbe technical side cf thej-r occupation. i'nder the Rural
DeveJ.ei:sent Frogremme r roads and bridges ale buiit in the
rural areas. ?ir.ese facil:-tate the trensport of fish.

*1$ur Annual Reporte of the Fishing Industry, t956-
59,

At 3b3oh Bahang, there are now about 5a purse-seine
:ets l"a operatlon. T'vso yaars ago when I was there , this gear
HaE not used. Incirlentally r it is one of rhe nse t Ef ficient
gears froc ny coaversations wi+,h the fishernen.

in liorth-wcat
have been
they had
becar:se of

"t955-59,

*Z,$uu Anaual Reports of the Fishing Ind"ustry,



Fisiring viliages are fcunc arong both coastrineebut i:r each a-rea, il:er*:ia a dc;ninatinf, <:n* i:;,, rrirtue of thenunber of fisirer-::l*n em*layed, and tile nu:::i:er or fiears j.n use
;::rii;r::-:lili:;= l:'.; *o:.* rooms, roaric and ,,u.rio*tin6

*n tl:* iiest ***.si, th.e :r*in fr*hing c*nires areliuala l{eda*, i*nang islanc , iiuara iiurau , xuaia Fanchor , FulauFangkor, Fui-au l,et:rn, ii*le.**;t, *atu rahat and i.ruar and onihe sast f,oest, they &-re r.'u:*pat, Benut, iir:aia ?rerigganu,Dungunn I',enanano iiu:nt:n" iruala Trej_
{;;;-'.=iip--i"""" pags 16},'"r 

:r''&ia !'ahangr I.ersir6: a-::rd se.:r&ui

The nain consursisg areas a-re the L-Ianri tor"ras Likethe nining: touns of ?*.ip:*g and riariruntir:g and those of theXinta ValLey like I j,ol, en* iaxF&f r *;he *ar:nercial citj_e s of$rtgapore a:rc Fenang and tne naSor adnj.nist::*ii ve centreslike Alor ,itar, ipch, lluala lu"iyl., Serenban, i,lalacca,Eu*ntan and ilota rharu {see i.:ap- l). These towns har,,e a verylarge population ar:.d if they pioduee any fish like Fenang,i'ia1acca, {iingaFore and xuaniai, tte production is usuallyin-adequate to roeet the rocar ienrand.. ofteu, tbey have toinport fron cutside.

*10n9 t,he sna1l coastiine of Ferlis I fishing isirnportant only to the extent of feeding tire rocal popuration.rts contribution to F:*.I.ayan 1:rod,uction ie in"ifnif_.cant, Futits of f*shore isiand. , rru3-au tan6kawi, is an iapor tantfl,shing centro.

Kedah is the doninating fj-shi. ng;
r'u.lau Langkari, suprlies rsost oi

Fenaag rsr-and is an important fishing centreenploying a larg* q:rie ty of ge*le . I,iost of th; catches a"eretained. for local consurlption but a enall Fortion is eenttc Taiping and ipoh.

The Perak coastline has a series of important
,{i:l*"g centres, iiuara *iurau anc lieala r,arut (near Fortfreac') are raooeratelv i-rnnortant, fhey suppJ-y most of raipingrsfreeh fish- put'i$lt!- ty'r*" the *ooi inporiant f,i-shing centrein, Malaya supplyiug fresh fish for the whole sr* centralHal"aya frcn Pennng to Batu Fahat. The purse*6ei.ne ne t iswidel"y used here. Kenborlgr biLie and tg4ban are the maintypes of fish caugffie.

In Kedah, Kuala
centre and togetlrer wlth
Alor Starfs fresb f,ish.
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I.iuch fishin,q is
1'!re sra1l fishinE centres
Lu-rnpur* Prnl,au ii*iarn is a^!1

drift*net is +rid*ly us*d

l{alace:l ?*:rrn is
but all her product:.on in

the coast of Selang;or.
*urp}.uses t* XuaLa

fisiiiirir centre. the

rictrro a'l -,t.*si v r*.-i
s*nd ti:*ir
i *r-.^.. + ^ -. fr:.:l'jv: l,(lji L

here "

the nsx* imp*ri*nt fishing centre
c*nsumcd ls"cnil.-r,

Fron iialacca Torqn s*:itiruercs t,* $ingapore, therc
arg ilu.!::;gp6:;5 fiei:i-::,g centr** br:t, *{}-1e cattte*din6. They
pra€uce to sster f cr t|:* I*c*.l **re=nd, r_ai-nl:g.

{t 
^*- 8!-^ ll--r n - r -ii.l.ionEf rne r&s*r.. voa5i u fj-*hing ie A y€F1," ixpOf ta*t

indr:stry' In dohorc, clendilr, i.ersing arr* Iindau .5.r* iruportant
fishi*g e entree. ?hey aend s,f.} their surpluses to singapore
nainlyr "

Ia Fahang, iluantan aad iie*a.rian ar€ irpcrtalt fishing
centres but KenarnaJr is th* only centre that exports fish
sutside th state to Kual-a iunpur. It aiso sends fresh fish
to Hua:rtan to suppl*::ent Ku:"ntants inadequate production.
Kuanta* has a }-arge urban populat:on and produces only for
her loca1 denand.

In Trengganu, Dungun and, liuala TrenEEanu are
inportant fiehinE ceni:"es, is {uala ?renggaau has a 1ar6e
population, she bas little surplus but Dungun has surplus
fresh fisb to aend to Xuantan, Kuala Lunpur sad Kota Bharu.

In Kelantan, fu:*pat an* Besut are inportant fiehing
eentres" Besut sencis all her ourplus fresh fish to {ota Bheru
but Tu:giat, in addition to oendrng fresh fish to f:gta Bharu,
also eends supplies to liua1a frrmprp and Singaporeo '.

The internaL novenent of f:esh fish fron one
fishing centre to another consucing centre Ls given on !1ap 1.

fi,sh llqketiPq and gl:e4il s.itu.ation

in i.Iala3'a, tbe fich nerheting syster, is al-rosi
entirelgr in the hand"s of the rcid.dle-::en u'hose usual price
polj.ey ie tc pay the fishermen a low price and. cb.arge the

+-tsee D. G, $tead:
in Bri-tlsb ;.ialaya"

General Report sf Fishernen



f :i.::*.1 uo?:sl"rners a hi5!-r pri** f*r the fiah+1. ?he preseut
ij.sh n:rl:*iing syct*r:; j-c '*ocr. rt 5ives nc ince:.ltive for the
:iisi-l*rr:en ts inerGese pro*u*tj.*::. Tl:.ere ia no iuteS;ratj_cl, of
:.:ri."eting funcli.or:is sr*..ilt::-r:n llilttii -i.rls;.r of figh d.urir:g: transit
fir. lls *ua1it5' riet*ri*r*t*;:: r*,r,ig,ii," in ollr hat cli"*ate ur:l-esg
*ll* f:sh i* pro:-:er;;.' ict,i." T:* r.,r*:v:i.r!* fcl eL h*tter fish
:.;,rl:q".i::g s;r'strro trl ll+y*r::::*::t h*.i; *nc*ur.:=*d" ti:e rirow.Lh sf
ti:e fi-ti:*rnsilr; c*rrir-;::;..lj.v* i;::i:"i1,*'h:,x.g *o.ru**ii and., ilnier the
i*na'Jia.r C+l-*nt:'* Fl*n iiii f?,:-li;:::ri;:et eight coldro*^u:s !:ave
i:e*:: i-:ist.ei"..i-** i:r ti:,r. iin** 'J*i:st. Tlte f*rn;.rti*n af tiie
l-:;llctr:::*n I s t*fi"i,.pT'*t.i.rr: i::rrl:*t:-rr;: irn -l tr*.lsp.:rt iji:ion ?$
i**.*rat.c all, iit* f;.nh*r:;enrg ci)*F€r11tj-',"# .*.,.*iu;iJ.es in the
;l:.rt f'*nst is anoti:*r a-ff*rt S":: *3::s dire*ti-+n. &" fish
r:a:'l:+t.l::g surv*;f , und.er t}t* *,ir**tic. *f ti:.* irlsheriea
i;si:*rt:::*nt t j,s nCIw und*:'i*ay t* un,Serstanr* ti:* fish ::arl:*ting
;rrb),-ai,'ic fuliy attd to :;iake recsl:rlendeti+ns to the Sorer:::ent
cn 1d3Jr5 xo a:iilrove atr

)ue to liia:-Ilr f i:ctora, thc ficiicrnen .tre :n necd of
c,rs*it fr:r c*rtain ;.eriodo cf the ;eero Tra*it:-onai1.y-, they
,*blaj"n their cred:-t f,r*::: ti:e ei:cp-iieeperr midCl-enen anC ..i!rli
seia.a. Tfris credii 6:i6ten is bad because *f ti:* nsnji cbllga-
ti.-s inv+l-ve* in t::e l-oens, ?he Governxentrs s::coures€nent
for t:re growti: of tire fishernenr F cooperative credit novernent
is to help 5rrovide tlic fiehernen ui-ih 1o'',i-int*rest loans to
$:ve tiren sufficiant capital hrith which to operate efficiently
a;:C enable then to get better real incone.

fi*vern:irent Aid:

Gcverni:nent *id for tire developnent of tile fi"ehing
in4uotry is nece6serf because it ie tl"ie cnly poss:r-ble a$ency
to do the job pro-lerly' The fj-s:rernen nust be irel"ped anC

reieeeeC ir;:: ll" Frip of tic ri dcrler,en e.nd -gg qei-3*' The

i:*ip c€1;t cone fro,r t}e fcrriaticn af tl:e fisi:ernenrs caon€t&-
tive *over:ent to und*rtel:e f:sh n:":l..etin6 ard ;i:aply ioans to
tire fisberr,:en for the purchn.se cf rnof,or engines ancl betber
f,ishinr. $earg. Road.an brid5es, iantiing jetties, ice plants
anc cclc roo*s have to be constructed and. transport vel:icles
borigh,t. Tlh* sooilerative societies rnust have Sood [lBna'Sers and

en)-igbtened *uobe:'*hip. These provi.ej-sns are the task of the
fr*ver:r*ent beca:,ise i,::e fieirernen find" it difficult to better

*1$u, t Serubel l,ie::crancun: Economie freee:r.rch

ltFport: SuSgested ifuogranr:e af Fj-sheriee arrd i"l*'rlietin;
llevelopnenr in !ia)-aya Planning and f;eserrch Branch I
i,iiaiotry af Agriculture anrl Cooperativos, Iederatj'on of, l:al;iya'

rQ



t:ie:rsslve{t unaide d. $inee 1955, {:}ie ilovernnent has con*it.ced
itself tc' dev*l"oping ti:e fiei:!ng s.rrdu,:try ;r::d eradicating
povert;' ar:c,n; ti:s fj-sherr*sn. t*: srnrr up i prog?a,lsic to aid
tiie fishini industryr the f;*vernn*nt, in sept*ni:er, i955,
itp;ointrd ths f;o;rilittee ta Ir:rest.i"gata ilre Fisl:ing'Industry
to:

a) ir:vemtigate
industry w:-th
its op*r"*ii*r:

b) irrvesgi 1*.t*
pr*cedure for

th* pr*s*nt pcsitj-on of ti:.e fishing
si:eeia3- r*f*rsnce to tire ef,ficienc;r of
*-n'* ::*t*:'* .,:iri a,requacT af its capital;

tire present cr{;J.nisltion and
distri.buti*n and xarketing of fish;

c) sa.k* reee$t:en*aticns fron the inveetigation as
t*:

ti) prhat S*verRr*ent as*ista.nce, financial.
or otherr*ise, shauld be g:iven to the
fishing inCue?r;i. a::*

{ii} wi:at actisn to be taicen by the
Gaver::,nent in relation io c:.stribution
and, p:a-rlreting tc ensure that Goyernnent
assistance is pro;:er1y u-sed., that fisher-
aen obtain a fair retrtr$ for their work
and inprove their socia.l- and eccnainic
standing and thai conru:er6 receive fisb
a6 c}:eaply as possible 

"

the recosnendations of the Connittee have sinee
been the basis of deternining Gcvernennt aid. to the fish:ng
industry, Though the Go'rers::ent hes been 5:i-ving serious
assj-stance to the inductr3' fcr the pact n"i ne years, nuch
renains still- to be done.

The Conmittee found the fish rnsrketing anC dj-eirj-bu-
tion side to be too coraplex and secor,Laended the apSointment
of ancther conmittee to nake a ful"l anC detaileC. investigation.
fhe $urvey on this facet of the inCustry is now unCerway.

t

Aig*"ni-glration of !tre, Fii;hinE Tgdustrf-

Bhe Fisherj-es Depart*ent is re$FcnEibie tothe
l,iinistry cf Agr:culture aad Gaoperativee f*r ti:e conirol and
dezelapaeu! *F the fisking industry. It is the poLici' of the
departnent to proviCe suffici ent fish to neet tne needs of
tl:; grawlng p*lulation and inprova ttr* economic and' social
poaition cf the fishernen.
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th* cor:tr*r" +f t::* i::riu, {;ry is effected by t}re
iicensi"tl6 cf fiahirrg nciir$ $,nr{_ hcrats ,*.nd epnuring flret fish-
ins op*r.atic::* *,re i:: *o*1:li*,"::s* uiti: thr v*.ri.aus stetc
Fisheries Finectrnent* r.;i'ii"ch l:r;r il*l,rn th* cor:.d.itions under
vrhich fiehing *s.:: i:* cn-rri*$ nut, 1ij:* ;rrh;rinietration cf the
e:1actnents is carrj-e* *r:'i; h:r a Fieherj-es c,fficerr uncler the
$irect*r ef irsiierie*, ;-n *;r*h *f tne fcur r*gi-*ns, the llorth
";.oest regi*n t i;il* j:i<li:!;il -.'.ect TC.Iion. the Sor.lth East regJ-on
;r:rd th* il+rth sast regii:;r, ii:'r,* r:hi*h ).i*l,H.;,-:l is *1vided for
*tir.:in:-gtr*tive T:ur"r}oscs,'lhe ireai{quart*rs *f t}:* ai-::i-i:istra*
tion is in iiuaLa Lu::r-'uyxh.*::* ti:* *ffice of, t,l:* rli-recf,or *f
..1 F,a-Fl AC a L_r;af .lLl' l-sJ jJt

*"ich af ti'e fs::;* 3-islierj-es Llffice:-c i"i+s a ;-r,unber ofit:.rLir L,ri Litt' .r"(rL-l'- r-rI11 elleg \_'LIaCe:.S, li
F-icheries "lssi*t*ats et*"t-ic;rsii *t ir::porta*t fiehi-ng centree
in ti:e r*gi*:r. Ti:ey G.re the !n,te*i-*.te link het'*rs*n tl:e fisher-
lllen anC ti:s Sish*ries *er:.:'rrtn:cnt an* ti:*1' carr;r a*t tlie
I;.cens-nfl cf iearr and bcais, rivisc anC guide tl:e f i chernen,
e-rbi.trate in *isput*s l+i:ere rreee$serf anii enf,;rce fie:l*ries
reguiatisne *
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