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In vJ.ew af the relatlv*
Industry tc th* iial"el/an Hoo:"rch:yr
aotual threat of *ynthetla ru*b*r
coafronted n'l"th v€rg d*vastatlng
threat carl bs ne * effectlvely"

fu::i:arten*e cf the Bubber
nnd the lmpend 1n$, lf not
, tlre econoay may be
setbaeks, unlees such a

Oblcetlve of Stud'r

Tl:e obJecttve of thls study ls to delLneate som€ of
the &or€ l*Fol'tsnt prcblens cf t}:.e i'ialayan llubber Iniiustry
ln face af c **1i* t Lt 1on, i.r lth' a v ls'..r of d ese loplng a be tter
unde rctancl l::g of itrcbable so:"ut l"ons to such prol,lens to nako
ttre lnclustry a nor€ attracil',le and profltabre lnvestcrent.

Although muolr has been wrltten or:, thls partlcular
subJeot, I feel *ertaLn that Eci::e of the c*n:n€Rts and
probable solut lons vrhleh I hope to del-lneate l=roul.d be con-
troverslal to tire present understendlng of, thls subJeot, as
has so often -been cxirressed by son€ Bcononlsts. I therefare
hope to provlde s$ open a vlew as posslble to ceople rsho nay
st111 have ntoo opifunlstlcrr attltudes to the present threet.
llany pronlnent Fecnomlsts have openiy expvessed that synthetlc
ls no threat, but Judglng from the extent of ioss and probabLe
chaos to the I'laiayien €conomy lf natural rubber should succur;rb
tn use tc synthetln, suoh a threet should not, anii carmot be
lgrore d .

fhe obJ eet; of thls study wtll there fore, place nrcst
ernphasls on the syn.thetlo s:"tuatlon snd sn sssessnent of the
rubber lndustryts prof1tablllty snd future prospeots wlli be
derlved thereforn.

1 ) A brlef lntroduction to show the lnportance cf rubber
to ths llalayan Economy.

2, A look lnto the supply slde of naturaL rubber - to
probe lnto lts relattve 1nelastlclty; lts y1eld
potentlal and lts productlve llr,lltatlons.

3', An analys ls of the denand for natural- rubber, a
study of lts elastlclty and the oomponents whlch
d ete rmlne the slaklngs of such a d emand .
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4) $ lrr l-.o* firiri sfl$t ,?11,"1:,"s1$-! af thei natursrl rul-rbey
ln'Jil*:*:y fiil. 1":r.t:'sil'r_;*tl*n ci' t"r;rpottrettasl r:odeh
to shcn the r*laclnn of p::i:fj.ts to prioe and co*ts.

5, Tht: natrt:-e of cni-'ip*t:ltl.cn betl*een naturaj- and
synti:* t 1* .

61 An lntrcdr:ct1** af :]*$sitbie c*f nilcns ts t?re oroblems
lnvolve d .

?) Fl::sli-y, a ,rsulld-r:p sf t!:e whole sltuatlon, Erid a:lsn*lysl* af ti:e fut*r* *r:tle*!: af the I'ialay*n
Fubber Inriustry, wl1l hre glven,


