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Kelantan: Uphill battle for BN to oust PAS - STATE OF THE BATTLE: Midway through the

Malaysian general election campaign, Straits Times correspondents assess the B’\SPE-01
sentiment on the ground in the various states

Straits Times, The (Singapore)-March 3, 2008

Seats up for grabs: 14 parliamentary seats and 45 state seats. 2;‘, -

/%a
State of play: The ground situation is fluid, with conflicting reﬁgrts over Loy
who will emerge victorious.

But overall, leaders of Parti Islam SeMalaysia (PAS) are quietlﬁ’confident
they are going to retain the state, and Barisan Nasional (BN) leaders dgree
privately they are fighting an uphill battlgl

'We are still leading, and the Yead is goiﬁg to gé% bigger, ' FAS sStge€
finance chief Datuk Husam Musa said yesterday. 2

However, on the ground, indications are thé&t the gap is narrow, and BN is
slowly catching up, helped by national leaders wht have asked for achance in
the next few years to show what they can.do.

.- "\

BN in Kelantan, led by Umno, is also helped this time by its subdued culture
of 'cah keting' (back-stabbing in Kelantan dialect), whére party warlords

sabotage each other's effopts.

'BN right now is strong and nearing victory. We can see clearly the winds of
change blowing towards us,' said Datuk Awang Adek Hussin, BN chief

campaigner in the state.
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On paper, strategists from both sides say PAS will win roughly“lS to 18
seats, compared with some 10 to 12 for BN. This means that 15 to 20 are
undecided, with some seats expected to be won by several dozen votes.

&

Young voters and people who work outside Kelantan, who retuen to cast their
hallots, are seen as the king-makers.

In 2004, one state seat was won by PAS by just two votes, aéﬁ eight other
seats secured by either side with fewer than 200 vot€s.

/
PAS eventually won a total of 24 state seats in 2004, while BN took 22. PAS

then lost one seat to BN in a by-election. BN won nine parliament seats

against five by PAS.

Reme Ahmad's take: PAS looks set to win, but a narré; upset victory by BN
cannot be ruled out.
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Smear tactics, banner war... all's fair game in fight for votes spmz :
/e

Straits Times, The ({Singapore)-March 7, 2008 Z(7\"-7
Author: Jeremy Au Yong

KUARLA LUMPUR - FIFTEEN minutes before the 8pm rally was due to start,/ift was
still not immediately clear where it would take pléce.
e ’ ~ -
The address given was/a Parti Kehdilan Rakyat éP(R} office in Pefaling Jaya,
3elangor, but no chairs had been set up inside the sn}all shop lot and there
was no open field or tent anywhere to be spotted.

{
Nearby was a parked truck covered with party flags. At 8pm, a party worker
emerged, walked towards 1t and turned on a sound systemthat had been set up 148
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inside the vehicle.

Former deputy prime minister Anwar Ibrahim was to address the crowd/that ¥{
night - it then becamne clear that he would do it standing on the flat—bed(of /(Vi
the Truck. “br

The rally began and & crowd gathered. Rbout 1,000 people listen?d, Some
seated in corffee shops nearby, some craning their necks from the balcomies
of their flats, but most of them standing in the middle of the road,
blocking traffic.

.
puring the campaigning throughout the country, such scened were repeatsd at
night markets, side streets and carparXks.

A PKR worker at the rally said thefe was a good reason for using trucks
instead of halls or open fields: 'No need/to pay rent.’

Rfter all, the point of a rally for opposition parties in Mslaysia is to
sclicit, not spend, funds. On a good night, supporters drop up to RﬂZG,DDG
{559,000) into the cardboard and plastic collection boxes passed apound.

;;To singaporeans, the scenes of Malaysia®s latest political campaigh are a
throwback to the early days of campaigning in Singapore, and a 25: cry from
the more orderly system that the Republic is now accusto?ed to. ;), x
*

As in Singapore, Malaysia has rules to govern nost aspects of campaigning.
put the police here rarely enforce thenm.

For example, it is against the law to have a rally run past midnight. But
some just go past the witching hour. s

*It all depends on how fussy the police are in that area,’ s4id Democratic
Action Party national campaign manager Foo Yueh Chuan. 'It used to be they

controlled rallies more strictly, but during the past two elections, ~they
seemed to have let go.' =

Indeed, even the Election Commission's website lists only the /most basic of
rules, and adds that police will *from time to time issue separate
quidelines to candidates contesting for the peaceful conduct of, the
elections’. =

There are no restrictions on who can speak at ral%ies.
Mr Anwar is currently banned from running for political office.

In Singapore, such a person cannot address rallies. Here, as the de facto
leader of the PKR, he is among the busiest politicians, somet imes making a
dozen stops in a day.

Prominent bloggers like Raja Petra Kamarudin have also been rousing the
crowds for the opposition, while pop stars like Siti Hurhaliza have gone on .
stage for Barisan Nasional.
. . . i . /// -
Door-to-door visits are also a campaign staple here. Candidates often go the
distance, literally, to reach voters.

Works Minister §. Samy Vellu hopped into his four-wheel drive to visit a
small Orang Asli settlement deep in rural Perak; Prime Minister ARbdullah
Badawi trekked through mud to see some of the poorest villagers -in niral
Penang .

Then there are the banners, flags and buntings. Again, parties are left to
their own devices. The only requirement is a cash deposit that will be
returned if banners are cleared away within two weeks after the polls.

*as long as we don't incite violence and our panners don't bloék road signs,
it's okay,' said Ms Foo.

They may eschew violence, but political parties love smear campaigns.
PAS has banners with the Prime Minister clasping actress Michelle Yech's
waist, an action that is taboo among conservative Muslims. It has also put

up pictures showing him nodding off at events.

BN candidate Carol Chew in Selangor has taken to using large banners
featuring caricatures of her opponent Teresa Kok .
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The no-holds-barred approach also means you find party wateriallin various

shapes and sizes and in the most unlikely places.

Trees, flower pots and even water bottles are adorned with party
paraphernalia. Bus stops can be Seen conpletely covered in party flags. In
Kuala Lumpur, one building features & BN banner that is 23 storeys tall.

The ruling coalition has the pbudget to rent large commercial billboards. It
has also bought full-page advertisements daily in newspapers and taken up
advertising spots on TV.

opposition parties turn to the Internet to get their material out, with

several candidates running daily blogs.

puring the campaign, parties accuse one another of cheating. Campaidgn
chit-chat is often riddled with innuendoes about SuUppoOrters being paid to
sabotage or switch sides. But no one provides proof.

such murmurings along with the other quirks of the campaign are fodder not
just for bloggers, but also for comedians. Already, Cowedy Court, a company
that puts up satirical plays, has released four politically related song
parodies on its website.

Mp Zachary Sze-To, 35, an IT consultant who used to work in Singapcre,
summed up the Malaysian election campaign like this: 'Tn singapore, it's
possible, if you don't read papers and watch the news, to not know/ an

election is going on. Here, it's in your face.'

jeremyau@sph.com.sg
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State tussle, national crisis? - Impasse over appointment of Terengganu MB is
another blow for BM Rbdullah

Straits Times, The (Singapore)-March 25, 2008
Ruthor: Carolyn Hong, Malaysia Bureau Chief ¥/
4

KUALA LUMPUR - PRIME Minister Abdullah Badawi's showdown with the /Terengganu i
royal house over the choice of a menteri besar in the state is lcadlng<hls i
admlnlstratloqylnt rock times with the powerful Malay rwlers.

v

LB 4

The stalcmatc has wide implications, and not just fo: Terengganu, whose
Sultan is also the current klng.

/ -
It” "g;g% for the Erlme Mlnlstcgtnaﬁgﬁg%sgiﬁupge aftérmath of
d

the March 8 po ls whlch “1e is ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) aw
adninistration weakened.

Malaysia's constitutional monarchs seem to be form;ng pen owWer
~bgse. In Terengganu now, a&s in Perlis last week, the palace has Qéfused to =

endorse Datuk Seri Abdullah's choice of a chief mifister.

The palace prevailed in Perlis.

g~z~“ﬂ* 'Would anyone have imagined the royal houses stepplng out as a major
influence on the post-polls course of events? Surely not, ' wrote The HNew
151
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Straits Times in an editorial yesterday. *<

Al ULl D YYD L QI Ul D)

Malaysia's nine hereditary state rulers, and the King, are bound by the
Constitution. This generally means that they follow the advice of the ?time
Minister, but the outcome is uncertain if they refuse.

4

'That's what we call a constitutional crisis, *rsaid constitutional expert
Professor Shad Faruqgi. s o £

The government has said that the Terengganu palace is acting
unconstitutionally by refusing to swear in the Prime Minister's choice of
chief minister after 22 of the 24 BN state assemblymen pledged support for
the candidate.

Instead, the palace appointed another BN asseﬁﬁlyman.

The new Law Minister Zaid Ibrahim yesterday said that it was up to the
palace to 'undo' the crisis, otherwise it would not epd.

But veteran Umno leader and Kelantan prince Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah, who is
already looking to_replace PM Abdullah as the head of Umno, thé main BN
component party, disagreed with the government's sta9ce.

In a statement yesterday, he said that the palace had acted within its
powers and that the Prime Minister’'s actions 'suggest stunning ineptness in
managing fundamental relationships and straightforward functions of 35 i
government’ .

Constitutional lawyer Malik Imtiaz Sarwar also said that the Sultan had the

right to make his own decision.
7 <

'what if the Sultan felt that those who pledged support weré merely acting
according to party dictate?' he said.

State assemblymen who disagreed with the palace’s choice coulg’pass a vote
of no confidence when the state assembly was convened, he sa%ﬂf

The assembly must be called within 90 days of the elestion.

If there was a vote, constitutional experts said, the menteri besar could
either step down or advise the Sultan to dissolve the assembly and call for
fresh polls. 3 y
P -

'That’s a new ball game altogether. It may bring a new result altogether,’
said Prof Shad.

On March 8, BN won 24 of the 32 seats in the st§té.

S
Senior Umno leader Muhyiddin Yassin has urged PM Abdullah to resolve the
stalemate by seeking an audience with the Sultan to ask for forgiveness if
they had hurt him.

Analysts suggest that the impasse could lead to difficult months ahead.
S oo on b2

{
In Malaysia, the King has three nmain discretionary powers - the appointment
of the Prime Minister, dissolution of Parliament before its five-year
mandate ends, and the convening of the Conference of Ru%ers.

Significantly, PM Abdullah might find it difficult tg call snap polls - an
option widely speculated to be the response should the Barisan Nasional be
in danger of losing power if enough of its MPs cross to the opposition.

'But what if the King refuses to act on advice? I Have no answer,' said Prof
Shad.

The Constitution, he said, relies on acceptance of (its rules without sanction.

the Malay rulers.

: { ; :
'"The last few years have seen a_discernible upsurge in popular perception

that the Rulers constitute a vital check and balance mecQaﬁism of the
Constitution,' said Prof Shad. X

carolyvnh@sph.com.sqg
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Lessons in democracy - from Taiwan and Malaysia 3/ 7;{ C %
T

Straits Times, The (Singapore)-March 28, 2008
Author: Clarissa Oon

BARELY a week after a political tsunami shook Malaysia's once-fopmidable
ruling party, a similar shake-up at Taiwan's presidential election saw hlue
skies return again to the island.

/ = / : 7 :
Thode were the colourful metaphors that dominated the headlldé; this past
fortnight following the dramatic results of the Malaysian and Taiw%Fese
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and, finally, its steady losses in local and then governuent elections,
which led to the opposition DFF coming to power ins2000.

The DPP's years in power showed, however, that speedy political
liberalisation has not ended the graft and vote-buying endemic in Talwanese
politics, but may even have fanned lit.

The island's economy has also/suffered in the past eight years under DPP's
outgoing President Chen Shui-bian’s ineptitude and independence-minded
agenda.

Hopefully, Mr Ma can instituté’a middle way' between strong leadership and
freewheeling pluralism.

In all likelihood, communist éhina is quietly observing the Taiwan
experience and gleaning lessons for its own long-haul process of controlled
democratisation. Already, it has learnt not to interfere in the outcome of
Taiwan's presidential election, unlike /eight to 12 years ago when it would
issue threats or conduct wilitary exercises near the Taiwan Strait.

What about Singapore, where one party dominates but which has had clean,
corruption-free government - a feature lauded by Mr Ma himself?

Singaporeans have given the ruling People’s Action Party a/long run in power
in exchange for good governance, strong laws, improvements to both|5conomic
livelihoods and quality of life, as well as the assurance of continued
sensitivity to the ground through feedback and consultative mechanisms.

1f these pledges and mechanisms should one day unravel, theﬁ the impact will
be felt at the polls.
N
While a two-party democracy may be the most unimaginable thing for Singapore
right now, election histories elsewhere in the region are a reminder that
politics is unpredictable. As they say in football parlance, the ball is
round.

clare@sph.com.sg

gingaporeans have given the ruling People's Action Party a long run in power
in exchange for good governance, strong laws, improvements to both economic
livelihoods and quality of life, as well as the assurance of continued
sensitivity to the ground through feedback and consultative mechanisms. If
these pledges and mechanisms should one day unravel, then the impact will be
felt at the polls.
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Abdullah to face party elections in December - Umno leaders reject bid to delay sﬁ 05
-

polls; Malaysian PM accepts Terengganu ruler's choice of chief minister

straits Times, The (Singapore)-March 28, 2008 9

Author: Carolyn Hong, Malaysia Bureau Chief r/,)
/ / / ’
IN KUALR LUMPUR - PRIME Minister Abdullah Badawi yesterday declared @ﬁ;t he :
is ready to face challenges to his leadership after Umno leaders rejegted a
bid to delay party polls to next year.

The polls will now be helg/in December instead of in Rugust, as was expected.

Datuk Seri Abdullah has found -himsglf besieged o ; fronts after his
ruling Barisan Nasional coalitioniguffered stunirt k65ses_in the Tecent
general election, and could face a challengZ TtoW Kelantan prince Tepgku
Razaleigh Hamzah, 71, for the party presddency.

Asked about possible challenges, PM abdullah, 68, told reportérs after
vesterday's Umno governing council meeting: 'If they have the suppont, if
they want to challenge me, why not? I have to face. I am not going{po run
away.'

in what was seen as yet another blow, he announced that h%{ﬁad accepted the
Terengganu palace’s choice of chief minister for the stgte.
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rejected his carkidate, the
Gelays in sétting up a

thipd deputy minister from his
T was formed.

Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Eniironment Ghapur Salleh resigned
on Wednesdav, and might throw his support behind Tgngku Razaleigh.

PM Zbdullah is fighting for his political gurvivel after the BN lost its
two-thirds majority in parliament and control of ;}ve states in the

election.

The monarchy has been increasingly asserting'its power, with the rulers of
Perlis and Terengganu rejecting his choices of chief/minister.

__$§:1dz from three Umno deputy ministers quitting the government, there have
< i e
GRS ebe ‘1cn within Umno ranks angered by the c*uehlng electoral

its'ses”

Earlier this week, some Umno leaders aligned to the PM bfoached the idea of

postponing the party polls to June next year. It was seen as a bid to enable
M Abdullah to consolidate his position, while allowing anger over the
elections to dissipate.

But the idea was met with strong resistance at the grassroots as well as in

Umno's powsrful management committee chaired by deputy premier Najib Razak.

The party polls will now be held from Dec 16 to 20, with lowsr-level branch
and divisional elections held in July and October respectiv§iy.

Tengku Razaleigh must muster support Irom at least 30 pér cent of the 191
divisions before he can qualifv to run for the presidency. ThlS%és jﬂﬁhﬁ%&f
N bz 1e33%and he has failed once beifore. >
<
But he has alreadv begun seeing party leaders, and reportedly met
representatives from 51 Umno divisions yeésterday at his Kuala Lumpur
residence.

If oM hbdullah chooses to hand lover the reins, the next in line is his
deputy, Datuk Seri Najib. But Umno vicé-president Muhviddin Yassin, who has
been sounding statesman-like since the (general election and has been
promoted in the Cabinet, is alsc belnq [Seen as a possible contender for

top job.

the

L 5
But PM Abdullah has said repeatedly that he is not ready to give up the
fight, and that he has the support of the party.

carolynh@sph.com.sg
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Mahathir no longer supports Najib for prime minister
Straits Times, The (Singapore) - Wednesday, April 2, 2008 !
Author: Carolyn Hong, Malaysia Bureau Chief i

PETALING JAYA - TUN Dr Mahathir Mohamad yesterday said he no longer supported Deputy Premier
Naj}yR’éz‘ak forprime minister. T :

,At__;raucous- event attended by more than 1,500 Umno members, he said: 'Previously, | said Najib but |

; hav‘e'\gl_jangedvmy’ ind.!

| Tun Dr Mahathir had called on his successor, Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi, to resign and hand over
power to Datuk Seri Najib the day after the ruling Barisan Nasional suffered unprecedented losses in the
March 8 polls,

| But the Deputy Premier himself quickly pledged loyalty to Datuk Seri Abdullah.

" Last week, it is understood that the Prime Minister announced to Umno's governing council that Datuk Seri
| Najib would be his running mate at the Umno election in December.

1 | But while he withdrew his endorsement of Datuk Seri Najib, Tun Dr Mahathir §Lgppe¢sh9rt\c>f saying which
; ' candidate he preferred.

‘ The most credible challenge to Datuk Seri Abdullah could come from Kelantan prince Tengku Razaleigh
1 Hamzah who has said he will take on the Prime Minister in the party polls.

' But observers believe that Tun Dr Mahathir has moved a step closer to Temgku Razaleigh or Umno vice- ,
president Muhyiddin Yassin as his choice for the top/job. i

7
e P

And his support can be influential. = 7 &

‘ B 7 . Despite the baggage that the 82-year-old still carries from his own years as prime minister, fhis aftacks on
|~ o his successor over the last two years have caused Datuk Seri Abdullah serious damage.

The former premier, who launched his attacks against Datuk Seri Abdullah two years'ago, hasagain - /
_ 5, | become one ofhis harshestertics.” — ~ -

indeed, it was Tun Dr Mahathir who led the charge at yesterday's@ﬁfﬁ;%ﬁ?gzggt‘helld to analyse the
electoral losses. B e ——

: He urged the crowd, mostly Umno grassroots members, to speak up to ensure an open con;est for party
president, who has traditionally also been Malaysia's prime minister. i

" The participants subsequently tumed the event into armfiangry tira ;'wagainst Datuk Seri Abdullah and his v
: g 3 i

son- in-law Khairy Jamaluddin.

In fact, the event had the air of an opposition rally - except that it was Umno members expressing their
disgust with their top leadership. :

Shouts of 'Hidup Mahathir' punctuated the noisy event, and calls for the Prime Minister's resignation were
met with cheers.

Umno governing council member Mohd Khir Toyo, who defended the Ieadel;ship by saying that a change of 3
leaders would not help if policies remained the same, was heckled. 1

An Umno Youth branch leader set off cries of ‘traitor’ when he called for the return of opposition leader
Anwar lbrahim to the party. He was forcibly removed from the ha|j,by two men.

There was standing room only inside the hall, and hundreds more crowded around a big screen outside.

A A DEXETR 1N/1 19000
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‘Making Umno relevant to all races - Kicking off campaign for party presidency,
Kelantan prince speaks of a ‘'supra-ethnic party’

Straits Times, The (Singapore) - Saturday, April 5, 2008

Author: Carolyn Hong, Malaysia Bureau Chief

GUA MUSANG (KELANTAN) - KELANTAN prince Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah yesterday called for a
remaking of Umno into a 'supra-ethnic' party that is relevant for all races, in the wake of its crushing losses
in the general election.

We want Umno to be a supra-ethnic party, a national party that is fair to all people regardless of race but

| still defending its traditional vision,' he said.

' He is the first senior party leader to broach the idea of Umno facing up to the new political landscape,

‘ setting out a vision of a Malay party which had multiracial sentiments at heart.

| He, however, did not suggest opening the party to non-Malays.

‘Umno's vision has to cross ethnic boundaries and it cannot be seen as a party for Malays enly,’ he said.

| The prince was speaking at a meeting of his Gua Musang division in rural Kelantan and kicking off his
' campaign yesterday to challenge Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi for the party presidency.

The meeting was convened to call for a national extraordinary general meeting (EGM) to discuss the
electoral losses.

| But the 3,000 Umno grassroots members who tumned up at the hall in Bukit Cekati, about 150km from the

‘ Kelantan capltal of Kota Baru, were there to hear Tengku Razaleigh lay out his vision for a new Umno.

| Observers note that the speech was almost presidential in nature as he made_ his-maost. sgrjousbuwet for
| the top party post, which traditionally comes with the prime minister's job.

/ NI , ¢.~Datuk Seri Abdullah has been under intense pressure since the karch 8 polls, ’_ammg,memgl‘@belhon in
~ his own party ang\ttempts by the opposition to woo party leaders.

' He noted that in the polis, Indians and Chinese did not hesitate to vote for Islamist candidates because they |

The idea of non-racial politics has become increasingly appealing to Malaysians, who voted overwheimingly |
for the opposition which campaigned on that platform. But Tengku Razaleigh is taking a calculated risk here

as it is not certain whether the Umno ground will be receptive.

‘Umno must be trusted by not just the Malays but also non-Malays,' said the prince.

believed them to be God-fearing.

He said that to non-Malays, Umno is a fanatical Malay party prone to waving the keris to threaten other

e o,

races. And to many others, it is_a corrupt | partyf illed with ‘croc ilesand ‘sharks " who lobby shamelessly for

contracts.

' The difficulty now, he said, was to prevent Umno members from abandonmg a smkmg shlp because ofa

- weak captain.

e T P e s e [ T e R (S A e Y A 50 7

Umno can only be saved if the *bad, corrupt, uncultured, immoral and unwise' people atthe top are
removed, he said.

-

Speaking to supporters at another function on Thursday, he used even stronger words: Today. =
president of Umno, a chairman of Barisan Nasional and a prime minister. What we fack is leads

Tengku Razaleigh will take his battle to Muar in Johor next week when he speaks at a meeting organised by |

Umno branches.

107112008
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/ He is, so far, the only challenger to Datuk Seri Abdullah but the Umno veteran has not won the support of
|any of the powerful warlords. No big names were at his meeting yesterday,

| This can be crucial as he needs 30 per cent of the party's 191 divisions to nominate him for the contest. His
division called for an abolishment of this ruling and other leaders have expressed support but none has
‘taken concrete steps towards it.

'He needs half of the divisions to vote for a national EGM, at which time the abolishment of this ruling can
-come in for a vote.

‘ carolynh@sph.com.sg
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Windfall for a million Perak villagers - New state government will issue land titles to
them, ending their 50-year wait

Straits Times, The {Singapore) - Saturday, April 5, 2008
Author: Hazlin Hassan, Malaysia Correspondent

KUALA LUMPUR - THE new Perak state govermment is issuing permanent land titles to scores of villages,
including those set up to resettle the Chinese during the communist insurgency in the 1940s.

The move, which will benefit some one million villagers - nearly half of the state’s population of 2.3 million - have
big implications for Barisan Nasicnal (BN), which failed to give such titles for more than 50 years.

The state goverfiment was taken over by the three-party Pakatan Rakyat coalition in the March 8 general election.

Analysts say the move could erode the support of the Chinese community for BN's Malaysian Chinese Association |
L {(MCA).

The original purpose of the Chinese new villages was to segregate villagers from the communists, who were
operating out of rural areas.

' The announcement was made by Perak Menteri Besar Mohammad Nizar Jamaluddin from Parti istam SeMalaysia E
@\ (PAS), a party which BN had made out as an enemy t_o__tb_gghiur]_ge for years.

It is not merely a setback for MCA, it is the last nail in their coffin,’ political analyst Khoo Kay Peng told The Straits
Times.

The decision would benefit 134 Chinese new villages in Perak set up during the emergency period and 100 Malay
villages.

' Perak Local Government Committee chairman Nga Kor Ming told The Straits Times: ‘It is the dream of the
villagers. We will guarantee them their proprietary rights. The new freehold titles will last 998 years.

| "Their land value would increase many fold with the land title. It is a big hongbao for them.!

| He said village land which costs RM50,000 (S$22,000) now could fetch up to RM150,000 with the new land titles.
Mhe plan caused an eartjlgyg_lgin the MCA because it makes the Chinese party look incompetent.

' The BN government failed to give permanent land titles to such villages becauserLn_g_

| bumiputera rights to non-bumiputeras, and land issues are especially sensitive for Mfatays, particularly Umno’, said

| Mr Khoo.

| Said former MCA secretary-general Ting Chew Peh: 'Upon hearing the good news, my townsmen, relatives and
| friends applauded till their hands hurt.'

| 'One who wins the hearts of the people wins the world. Pakatan Rakyat has brought the house down this time,’ he
was quoted as saying by the Chinese-language Oriental Daily. i

In 1948, the Perak government moved Chinese residents to the new villages with a 30-year lease, said Mr Nga.
Upon expiry, the former government extended the lease by another 30 years.

. 'But the proprietary rights of the villagers are not guaranteed. Upon expiry, the government can take back the land,’ 1
' said Mr Nga. i

' Now this uncertainty will be taken away.

hazlinh@sph.com.sg
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' Kedah Umno chiefs blame Abdullah - PM responsible for party's dismal
- performance in elections, they say

' Straits Times, The (Singapore) - Friday, April 11, 2008
| Author: Chow Kum Hor, Malaysia Correspondent

' IN SUNGAI PETANI - LOCAL Umno leaders in Kedah have blamed Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi for the
party's dismal performance in last month's polls in an unusually frank closed-door dialogue.

Yesterday's meeting, the first of several nationwide planned by Umno as it gathers feedback from the
' grassroots on the poll resuits, is expected to put more pressure on Datuk Seri Abdullah to quit.

A clear sign of Kedah Umno members' rejection of the Premier came when the master of ceremony
| welcomed those present, said a division leader who was among the 300 attendees. The floor signalled

support for party deputy president Najib Razak to take over from Datuk Seri Abdullah and vice-president
E Muhyiddin Yassin to also move up the party hierarchy.

When Najib's name was mentioned, the floor shouted 'president’. And when it came to Muhyiddin's turn,
| they shouted 'deputy pres;dent he sald

i He added that Kedah Umno's top complaint involved the selection of candidates for the election by the party
| leadership. 'The common theme during the dialogue was that the grassroots were not happy that they had |
. not been properly consulted over the choice of candidates,’ he said.

| The three-hour dialogue was organised by the Umno management committee, which is headed by Datuk
| Seri Najib. Among other things, it revealed that the grassroots wanted Umno's state and national leadership |
i to take the blame for the election results, said Pokok Sena division secretary Ramli Mohd Yunus

Kedah a northern state with a substantial number of Malay voters, fell to the opposition in the election - for
| the first time - with the Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition taking just four of 15 parliamentary seats and 14~ of
36 state seats.

Some including Datuk Seri Abdullah, have blamed Umno's dismal election performance on sabotage by ,
Ioca! leaders who were not chosen as candidates. i
i

§ Local Umno leaders by convention nominate their candidates to the state party chairman, who then submits
! his own recommendations to the Umno president and BN chairman.

In Kedah, however, Datuk Ser Abdullah reportedly did not heed the grassroots' wish that more locals be
fielded.

lnstead ‘parachute candidates' were floated into parliamentary seats such as Sik, where the Prime
| Minister's own political secretary, Datuk Osman Desa, stood and lost.

| Datuk Seri Najib admitted that many Kedah Umno leaders were unhappy about not being consulted over
the choice of candidates. We will inform the Supreme Council about this so that the problem will not recur
Lin the future,’ he told reporters.

' He also met Penang party members in the second leg of the tour, and reiterated that Umno would seek the
| views of local leaders before deciding on candidates for elections. |

| The feedback from Kedah is expected to ramp up the pressure for Datuk Seri Abdullah to quit. The Prime
Minister is scheduled to meet Johor Umno officials today. Reports say they are likely to ask him to set a

' timetable for his departure.
.Ihe rumblings on the ground promise to make the coming Umno elections intense with former finance
“ministerand Kelantan prince, Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah, already publicly announcing that he is ready to
mount a challenge for the party presidency.

But it will not be made easy for him with Datuk Seri Abduilah yesterday making it clear that the party's quota |

http://infoweb.newsbank.com libproxy.nlb.gov sg/iw-search/we/InfoWeb 10/11/2008
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system would be maintained at its polls in December.

Under the current rules, Tengku Razaleigh needs 30 per cent of Umno's 191 divisions, or at least 57 of
them, to nominate him to contest the post.

kumhor@sph.com.sg
SHOW OF SUPPORT

When Najib's name was mentioned, the floor shouted 'president’. And when it came to Muhyiddin's turn,
they shouted 'deputy president'.

AN UMNO DIVISION LEADER IN KEDAH who attended the closed-door dialogue. He said the participants
showed their support for party deputy president Najib Razak to take over from PM Abdullah and for vice-
| president Muhyiddin Yassin to also move up the hierarchy.
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Pro-Umno press tells party: Enough is enough - Let Abdullah get on with job,

editorials say, adding that all should share blame for election losses i
Straits Times, The (Singapore) - Thursday, April 17, 2008
Author: Carolyn Hong & Hazlin Hassan !

KUALA LUMPUR - THE drawn-out power tussle in Umno, the dominant member of the ruling Barisan
Nasional (BN) coalition, has come under harsh criticism by two mainstream newspapers with close links to

the party.

The New Straits Times (NST) and Berita Harian - sister papers in the same stable - carried identical front-
page editorials yesterday telling the Umno-led BN coalition to ‘get on W|th _t_he job'..

They said it had been five weeks since the March8 polls, but Umno was still bickering, pointing fingers,
baying for vengeance and doing everything but governing. B e

Both papers are owned indirectly by Umna, and have often been regarded as its voice.

Umno has been caught in_internal fighting and rebellion since the polls, with the grassroots agitating for the
resignation of Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi after he led the party to a disastrous polls showing. =~

Several states, including the influential Johor Umno and the Prime Minister's home state of Penang, have
urged him to set a timetable for succession.

The NST noted that Malaysians are tired of this ‘'moaning and groaning".

The truth is that the people have long been disgusted with the kind of boorish, loutish behaviour that Umno
leaders had exemplified because of their grip on power since independence in 1957,' it said. 5

The NST editorial took to task several leaders, including Education Minister Hishammuddin Hussein for i
wielding the keris at Umno conventions, an act seen as a symbol of aggression against non-Malays.

The newspaper defended Datuk Seri Abdullah, saying that he should be allowed to get on with governing.

‘Abdullah is not solely to be blamed, and everything will not suddenly be all well again if he goes,' it said,
adding that Umno as a whole had to share the blame.

But this is unlikely to silence the restive Umno ground or ease the pressure on Datuk Seri Abdullah. i

Datuk Nur Jazlan Mohamed, the outspoken Member of Parliament for Pulai, Johor, wrote in his blog
yesterday that 'only a smooth transition will stop the party from splitting up".

'And that has to be done sooner than later," he wrote.

He is the second MP to openly call for Datuk Seri Abdullah’s resignation.

“He told The Straits Times that Umno is unable to tackle the challenges of governing ifits leadership is in !
disarray. = L 2 s

We are caught in the defensive mode now," he said.

Yesterday, Deputy Prime Minister Najib Razak said Datuk Seri Abdullah had not given any indication of the
succession timing.

‘As | have said, he has the wisdom to decide what is best for the party. | believe in that,’ he told reporters
after meeting leaders of Selangor Umno.

Datuk Seri Najib aiso dismissed opposition ieader Anwar ibrahim's ciaim that enough BN MPs were ready
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to defect to topple the central government.

'h Far t

ere is no indication of anyone wanting to cross over. We understand it could be gamesmanship,
but w 1ot take things for granted either,’ he said. =

He insisted that the BN was notin such a state of crisis that it could be toppled.

Selangor was Datuk Seri Najib's latest stop on a roadshow to hear views from the Umno ground.
Intensifying the pressure, a growing number of Umno divisions are planning to hold extraordinary general
meetings at which they are expected to call for the removal of a rule that makes it difficult to stand for the top
party post.

Kelantan prince Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah has indicated that he will challenge Datuk Seri Abdullah for the
party presidency in December. But under the rule, he needs 30per cent ofthe 191 Umno divisions to
nominate him.

Pressure from the ground could force the party leadership to remove this rule.

Datuk Seri Abdullah has insisted he will not go until the party is on a stronger foohng On Monday, he said
he would seek re-election as party leader. When asked if he would be contesting in the party polls in
December, ﬁmshot back: 'Why shouldn't | contest?"

carolynh@sph.com.sg
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