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ABSTRAK

Kajian ini memberi tumpuan kepada kedudukan sosio-ckonomi wanita Melayu
Kedah dalam jangka waktu 1881 hingga 1940 dengan penelitian khusus terhadap aspek
usaha tanah, harta pesaka, permodalan, pendidikan dan kesihatan. Dalam tempoh
tersebut, wanita Melayu Kedah didapati telah memainkan peranan yang berterusan
dalam perkembangan sosio-ekonomi negeri itu. Kesedaran tentang keperluan menambah
kekayaan dan harta juga menyebabkan wanita Melayu dalam tempoh kajan tidak
teragak-agak mempertahankan hak mereka ke atas harta sepencarian, harta warnsan dan
harta yang dibeli sendiri apabila mendapati hak mereka dicabuli.  Namun dalam
keadaan lain pula, tekanan ekonomi kapitalis yang lebih rencam dan masalah buta huruf
menjadikan wanita Melayu sebagai golongan yang paling terdedah kepada gejala
berhutang. Gejala berhutang yang berleluasa di kalangan wanita termasuk wanita
kerabat diraja menjadi salah satu sebab mengapa aspek pendidikan kepada anak-anak
perempuan mula diberi perhatian yang serius oleh kerajaan. Pembaharuan dalam aspek
pendidikan ini sedikit sebanyak mengubah pemikiran wanita Melayu termasuk tentang
makna kesihatan diri.  Pendekata, kehadiran kolonialisme dengan penekanan aspek
modal yang lebih rencam tidak menghalang wanita Melayu bergiat dalam pengumpulan
harta dan usaha mengubah nasib diri. Gerak kuasa kepada perubahan ini datang dan
dalam diri wanita sendiri dan bukan semata-mata kerana pembaharuan yang dibawa oleh

penjajah kerana penjajahan di Kedah hanya memperkemaskan pentadbiran yang sedia

ada.
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ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the socio-economic position of Kedah Malay women from
1881 until 1940 with specific emphasis on land development, inherited wealth, capital
accumulation, education and health. During this period, it was found that the Kedah
Malay women had continuously played a role in the socio-economic development of the
state. The awareness of the need to increase wealth and property made them very
defensive of their rights with regards common property, inherited wealth and properties
that they had bought on their own. However in other situations, the pressure of the
capitalist economy and the problems of illiteracy often made these Malay women prone
to borrow money. This practice which was widespread among women including the
royalty was an important reason why the Kedah government decided to provide more
education to Malay girls. Reformations in the field of education, to a certain extent also
led to changes of the perceptions of Malay women towards personal health. In short, the
presence of western colonialism with its emphasis on capital did not prevent Malay
women from taking an active part in accumulating wealth and to improve their lot. The
force for this change came from within the women themselves and not just the result of
changes brought by British colonialism as in Kedah colonialism was mainly concerned

with the improvement on the existing administration.
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