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SUMMARY

e

The object of this ;iuay is to sxamine trends and patterns in
the break-up of rubber estates in the Federation of Malaya between
January 1956 and May 1959, that is, the pro- and post~Merdeka period.

) In Chaptor I two forms of broak-up are d:i.atinguiut»d; one 15
.uhorc a planting ooqpany sslls off part of its total holding and thus
breaka-up on the total, The othor :Lu where a registered owner sub-
divides hiaholdingintoamraf ‘small holdings.

Chapter 1T is devoted to a statistical analysis o.f the sizcl
of the rubber estates being subdivided and tha aizes of the mxbdividod
pieces. 'l‘wc\:/l:road patterns are dist.inguiahablo. The average sizes
of. thL estates subdivided in the north (especially Penang) comss to

‘about .2,400" acres uhilo the avorago for tho south is about 200 acres,

Similarly, while the sizos of the suhdividpd piecba ?verage . 4] é: 30
acresintho north, thoaointge southcmtoStolOacros.

\

' A statistical anal,ysia of the broak-up of rubber eat,ates is given

in Chapter III """ The sizes involved vary oonniderably, in contrast to
those affected in aubdivision. A peak in such sales occurred in 1956
and 1957. o
> " Pactors inflmncing tha abovementiomd sises are diacusaed 1n
.Cbapier.IV. ' It wouii appear that. tho ralativo uniformity of the sizes
and ahapos of estates and’ piocos involved in the sout.h is mainly due to
the aimllarity of purpoeo in aubdivision, namsly, to replant with' tho
aid) of the Rubber Industry (Raplanting) l?oard's "Fund B" for Sm&ll-

holders, In the ‘north, however, the main factors making for the wide



disparity in the sizes end shapes of the éatate and pieces involved,
are population pressure, the increase in the ymber of small investors
and the subsequent land hunger (for landowhership is a sign‘of social
prestige). | |
In cnaétei v, £repds 1n'tha,proce§a of break-up and ¢u§givisioa

are discussed. ‘In 1956 and 1957, a peak occurred in land trahsastiqps
as a feault of pblitiq;l }g&aons, such(éa, the looming cost of rehabi-
litation, after the JépanaaA Occupati;n and the Enmigoncy Situation,
and the unoertainty'of Malaya's politioal futuro (with approaching
Mordeka). The economic aspects of the agirg Malayan rubber trees, the
falling price of rubber, the tax 'burdcn" on thayan rubber, and the .
1mproving opportunitiea of iHVOatmant overseas, all made for a series
~of disinveatmcnt in rubber catatoe in Malaysa, | Such a tendsncy has
decreasod sinco uid-1958. ' Subdiviaion, for rop%ﬁnting purposes, 18
‘: however, fast 1ncreasing, especially'in tho south. Backlbgé in the B

process are caused by the exiating system of land administration. -
| My concluaion (Chapter VI) is that the roak—up of rubbor estates

whichﬁleada to disinvestment in Malaya is favourably giving way to a

| trend of amalgamation. Sundivision for replanting purDoscs is also

generally advantageoua to the eCOonomy; but, when estatea are subdivided"
 inbo~§¢£l1holdingu the ceasat*on in the proviaion or estato amenitioa
.;leads 1o extremsly poor conditlons of upkeep of the land and to a dete—

hrioration‘in thé’@tandard of iiving of the former estate wprkers.
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