fhe ba 71 vepulation s made up of threc
important races e ialavs, the Chinese and the Indlans.
In the past sixtey years nuch empht has ed
onn the »alavs and the Chinese rere) books and
erticles have been written. A lian cormunity any
emphosis given was only to Ind the business
corrunity has been completely rice, an intro-
duction to this community is

OBJECIDIVES CF SYUDY

The objectives are:

(a) to give the necessary background for the

. attitude of the Indien business community;

(b) to exemine some of the main business persuits

, of the Ingians snd some aspects of their
organisaticn and business methods; and

(¢) to discuszs the future prospects of the Indian
business community in balayae.

The Indiens, like the Chinese, are an immigrant
community domiciled in lalaya. Their present business positicn
is closely linked with Ialaya's history. Hence, judgement
on the Indian business comrmunlty's present vosition and
attitude cannot be fully made from circumstances which exi
today. To understand this the past has to be dug into; only
this can bring out scme possible reasons for the relative
lack of success among Indian businessmen at present. The
circumstances which exist today will give an indication cf
their future prospectis.

SCOPE OF STUDY

The study is limited to kalaya which includes both
the Federation and Singapore. As Tor the community, the scope
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LINTLATIONS CF  STUDY

The first limitation ig the lacli of any substan-
tial written material on the subject. Books on Indians in
l.alaya are few; and books on Indian businessmen in salaya are
virtually non-existent. To guote Hugh Tinker, "In contrast
to the wealth of materisl which has appeared during the
last decade on the Chiness in Southeast Agia, the Indian
cormunities are still awaiting detailed study_ Y1 Ihe few
books on Indians iIn lazlaya are mainly of & political and
historical nature and only devote a couple of paragraphs to the
business aspect; futhermore, nearky ell these boocks are out
of date. finally, material on general business conaltions
in lalaya ave lacking; most of the articles written deal
with the manufacturing and industrial aspect of business.

Secondly there i1s a lack of sufficient statisti-
cal information. As Senztor 3.0,K. Ubaidullah of the Indian
Chamber of Commerce seys, "In Falaya, there is an inadeauacy
of statisties on many subjects. Th € compilation of even
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1961; quoted in G. letto, Indiens in l.alaya, Jeng Printing
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