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Thi‘s atudy of the economic activities of the Chinese
salt-dried fiah dealers 1n‘Beéerah was undertaken during the
1ong vacation of the University of lalaya for seven weeks, from
5th June to 20t July, 1958. This 'gmduation g‘exercisc is part
of the requirements for ﬁor;mrs Degree in Kconomics at the
University. |
* Beserah is a fishing village on the Sast Coant of Mala¥h,
about six miles north of Kuantan, the capital of Pshang (“aps T
and II), Like any other fishing village on the East Coast, it
is mainly inhabited by Malay fishermen. But most of the retail
shops are run by the Chinese and Indian businessmen. - |

Purpose and Scope of Study

The main purpose of this study is to find out (a) how
Chinese salt-dried fish dealers operate their business; (b) whether
they are fair in their dealings witﬁ the fishermen; and (c) what
| other ecomic act'ivities in which they engage.

The scope.of this study is confined to the economic
activities of the Chinese salt-dried fish towkays. There are,
however, five such towkays in Beserah. The following pages, there-
fore, are the annl.yaia and description } the econamic activities
of these five Chinese fish dealers.

" Methods |

In collecting the material the writer employed two methods.

The first method is that the towkays concerned were a.ppmacﬁéd




individually from time to time for information rernriin: their
b{:nin;:ss; transactions (see Questionaire for Fich Dealerr in

Appendix I). .The second method is t-’mtthe writer, to counter-
check: the in!‘om‘tfén fiven by the towkaya na regamnds theif =
f’ishin{i equipment and lani holdinga, also conrulted the Finhcries}é

Off ice, Kuentan, and lanl Office, Kuantan. Moreover, the fisher<:
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men who were w;)r‘king for the towkays were also interviewed (see
O_ues.tiomire In Appendix IT ). 1t isa mgmf;able that the first °
method wns not met with. mich gucce-.»:;s bec‘ause the towkn s were
reluctant to give information in detsil for feor that the secret 2
of their success would be let ocut to the'twe Unlay Fiehcrmcn'n
Pb-opemtive roietics in “e-sernh vlbrcover, these tow kay« we re
all the time under the impression that the writer wms 2 secret
agent of the i’ncom Tax Department. Consequentlyv, they refused
to give figures of their anmal -cagital tumover for the previous
vears, of th? amount of investment the'y usually made in boats and
nets anmually and of their exporta of salt-dried fich for the '
prcvious mn%. The writer, however, managed to obtain from
theec; towkays much useful mnterial regnfding met! ods of .hov: they
operate their business. ‘ |

. brief historicsl background of the past and present towkays:

During the 1920's there were eight big@alt/dried fish
dealem in Beq!‘mh the mos t pmminent of‘ whicb were Chop
Kim Hock Seng, Chop Ee. Seng, Chop Hiong Hin and Chop Hup Kee,

Thé former 'three dealcm became bankmpt during the pre-war period




I and evidence seemm tn ahow the bankruptc: of e-ach desler follows
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the death of the towkays concerned nmd then a short perio? of

mis-mrnagement by the towkav'a ann/nons or relativen, Por .inqtance,

Chop Kim I'ock Seny wns quite a prosperous deslar, even when the
towkay died in 1038, But, =soon after his sonr took over the
management, the business repidly deteriorated as a resnlt of ‘;:hc
inexperience anijuis*-hémilihg of business of his son. Tt becnme
bankrupt in 1939,

Chop Hup Kee wrs a branch of the well-knovm fimm in |
Singavore, Heng neé Co. Ltd, derling in salt/dried fish %usiness.
) .

This branch was the most successful sa%t/driea Tish dealer in

'Besersh, extending {ts business to as far north as Besut, a f‘isxhing.

villa;-e in the north of the State of Trenggemi. ™Put tLis branch
was closed down in 1951 a= a result of mis-mnagement of +he
branch manager, | Heng Tee Co. Ltd alno mtﬂ‘ered the same fate
and was closed down 1n 1955. - |

¥ith the closin; down of Chop Pup Kee a new fish deeler
-emerged. FHe 1s one of the tovkavs .closcribed in this survey. This
towkay is ‘he poorest of the cxiatiné five because of the fact timt
this towkay does not own fishing equ‘ipment'.. Of the ntht.!r,fou;

towkays, one has 'inherited business from his frther and the other

thre§ from their fathers-in-law, The predecessors of these four

towkays were amorig the eight big towkays dealins in salt/dried fisah
. [
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as montioned sbove. The present f'ou'r towkays have had at least

eiyhteen years of experience in their business.
b , ; .




