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. ~ THE PISHIW EUTPMENT OF TITV WOIM TAmy s

Before asseaning the role of the towkavs as salt/drad
fish merchants, }H, is esmential for us to rind out the fiehing
equipment that the towknva poamean hecm‘rs;! 1t 1s partlv thmurh
thia equipment thnt the towksiva mirchnse theirifish, most of
w‘hich} = converted into'salt/dried fish.

y X} {ndicated in Chapter I, only fo\;r out of five tO‘\‘r':f;,'x.g's
owvn their f}shing equipment whichrminly consists of boats and
nets. | o '

Fishing Boats:.

)

E.“_?_H boats are the most popular among the i:nwkag:s and the reacon
for their popularity will be explained in the next section. The
table XA - shows that Towkay C alone claims 58 percent of the
total number of boats, while Towkay © claims only 10 percent.
There is thus a great inequality in the owiershio of fishing boats.

Table I A

Fishing Boats Owned by the four Towkavs®

Owner | . Type of boat A1 Boats
Sekochi Kueh Payang
A 3 2 - ‘\ 5
. B 3 7 - 10
. C 10 U 5 29
D L 4 b= 6
Total: 20 25 5 50

l'Smrce: The towkayvs concermned.




L These tovka:= ugualiv murchase their hoate rom Lhree
Rlaces: Paka (n district in Tregeanu), Balok ant Zantai Hecersh
(Pahang). Payan bO@&t@An re ugsuall:’ bought from Tren pganu teecruse
of better wor}c}mrmhijw'ohtnincd thern. There ar¥% three btoat
builders in Pantni Meserrh, but bont comstn;cﬁbirm is by no means

., their mnin oocupation. They are fishermen, too, and i‘ is mainl:
during the Gﬁ‘f‘-aensoﬁﬁper‘i(\d from October to Pebrurry that they

)
tum to boat building for their living. Palok ic the o;ﬂg place
f'r"om where the towkays mostly buy their boats.
Moast of these boats are fitted with either 5% h.p. or
7:1 h.p. British-made outbonrl motors. The increasing popularit;

in the use of cutboard motors im mrinly bocause of grester safety

4

. for the fishermsn.and time-saving. It is interestin, to note
that all these motor;; Are fimt purchased by the towkays for
| tﬂgir fishing group leaders or jcmgan; He s.hall. see in the next
chapt'cx.' why thesé towkavs ere so generous as to purchase motors
for their jeragan and how these jeragan udtjxmtcly.ccme to own
-

them. ' » -

. . ' Ji
The various sises of the Kueh, Sekochi »nd Payang boats

are\:'sbovm 4n Table I B. Of the three types of boats, Pavégg boats
are £hc ﬁost expensive, worth $1,500 each; this is because these v
bAoat':s are mor'e-diﬁ’icﬁlt to make, This partly explains why only
one towkay owns gsuch boats. The next moét expensive are the-

Kueh boats, valuod at..SI,OOO each and the investment on this type

‘ -

-

of boats amounts to: §$25,000, about 67 percent of the total-
. 4 o




Anvestment on boatr. Towkay C has mnde ‘he bijzest investment on

these boats, {14,00), which is 56 vercent of the total valne of

Eueh boats. The 22kochi boats are cheaper, beinz worth only %259
each. '
Table T B

Total Value of Boats By Tvpe sand Ry Ownerl

) N i“d . ?
Type : T Y o 4 Total “
:i -

Sekochi

Small size:
about 15 feetl
long. Valued .
® 8250 each., | § 750| § 750 $ 2,500 $1,000 $ 5,00
Kueh |
large size: _ °
about 32 feet :

long. Valued
o $1,000 each.} $2,000 | $7,000 &1, ,000 $2,000 825,000

-large size:

" about 35 feet
long. Valued ‘ < .
3 $1,500 each, - - - '§ 7,500 - 2 7,500

Total investment .

made by each ‘
towkay. $2,750 1 §7,750 | $24,000 | 83,000 837,500

-

The ;:otal value of investment made by each towkay varics

very widely. Towkay C 1is apparently the richest of the' lot.

- ]

1. Source: the towiays.
‘ _ -

2. All velues as at June, 1958.



{ Of the combined inveatment made b the four towcays, hc »lons ha=

claimed 6 percent of the outlay, whereas Towkay A's investment

—

is only about 7 percent of the total for the four torkays.

Nets:

Table IT A shows thnt Puk:'t Tarik or seine netas ere the

most popular among the towkays in Beserah. This is because this

seine is mainly used for catching anchovy or Tkan Rilis, which in

( its dried fom, comtitutes a mnjor portion of the dried fish
4
exported by the towkavs. Since Pukat Tarik is usually operated
with Kueh boats, this partly explaina why such boats are the moct

common of those owned by the towkays.

Table I1 A

Neta Owned by the four Tcwkn;[sl

.

' Kina o f Nets A1l pets

Ower 1 Pukat [ pucat |  Pukat Pukat
" Tarik . Delam Sudu Payang

A 2 - - - °

B 7 5 - ’ - 12

c U 13 10 5 L2

D 2 ., }” 2 | s v - °

Total 25 - 29 _w ~ > o

If one exanrlnes Table-I A and Table II A carefully, one

will notice that though Towkay A )ms three ‘Sekochi and two Kueh

a1

i

1. Source: The towkays concerned.




’

boats, he han only two Pukat Tarik. The reanon i-~ thi~: his

three Jekochi boats, instead of beiny used with purse neta or

Pukat Sudu as usually opernted in Besersh, are used with handlines

which belong to the Malay fishermen and which, thﬂmfnre, are not
recorded in T-ble TT A. The same thing applies to Lowk'w’“ whose
three Sekochi boats are used with the }mrﬂlin‘es belonging to

Malay fishermen. Again examininy Table IA aﬁ Table 11‘2 cereful’ B
one will notice thaf, 'thcre are sixty-four nets and only'f‘ifty ‘
boats. This is because the Kueh boats are usually used with two

’

types of nets - gill nets or Pukat Dalam and seine nets or

Pukat Tarik. Gill nets are used at night-time only while seine

nets are used during the day-time. The fish caught by Pukat Dalam

are mainly Ikan Kembong, a t pe of uecbcml. N

» A purse net or.Pukat Sudu ia usually operated from three
small-sized Sekochi boats at one time. This means that, if all
nets are used at the ssme time, the mumber of Sekochi boats |
required must 1;0 f;;)rty-tv;). But, as we have ‘'seen in“Table IA,
there are onl&'tvcnty boata. It is therefore true that not all

Pukat Sudu are u?ually used at the same time. The fish caught by

this mcthod consist of pomfret (Ikan Bawal), horse mackerel

(Ikan Selar Kuning), mackeml (Pelata), and sardine (Ikan Tamban)
The main reason why Tcmkayq A, B and D do not possess

Paynng nets or Pukat Payang is that since they cennot aff‘om to

buy Pay_a,_ng boats as explained earlier, it is, therefore, useless

for them to buy the nets. The most cammon types of fish obtained

Pukat Payang are jewrish (Ikan Gelama), pomfret (Ikan Bawal),




silver-bream (Ikan Kikek) and wolf

Table I1 B

~

~herring (Ikan Parnng ),

Total Value of Nets By Type and By Ovme 1!

Type of Net

OFWNER

Total 2

Cc

L Pukat Tarik:
Valued 8
(31 ,200 each.

g

?ukat Dalam:
Valued @&
$800 each.

Pukat Sudu:
Valued 9
$1,000 each.

Pukat Payang:
Valued €
§1.200 each.

|
| 4
;

$2,400

$16,870
810,400
$10,000

$ 6,000

g

$2,400

51,600

3"‘-’&)0

g (A

o e %

$30,00C

4. . 3

51€.000

214,000

$ 6,000

v oo e

Total

$12,400

$8,000

366,000

The Table I B

&5,200

shows the value of each type of nets

~and combined value of 1n§;esh:gnt.mde by the tqwkays.‘ Out of the
total welue of $66,000, ‘Towk:ay C accounts for 8#5,000‘ of invcst:ﬁcnt
about. 65 percent of the total value. Towkay A has made the least
Msm;mt in nets, only $2,400, one-eighteenth of that of Towkay
C. Moreover, the, teble also reveals that the investment made in

Pukat Tarik covers i]most 50 percent of the total investment.

The reason for this has already .been explained.

24 .
e x

1. Séarce: the towkays.

2, All values as at June, 1958.



