CHAPTYR TV

T SALT-DRIAD FISE THDUSTRY

-

The towkays here are mainly concerned with anlt-dried
fish industry. 7Tt ia, therefore, aonroprinte that some space should
be devoted to discussing the pmca:'mes of making salt-dried fish
as found in Besernh. Then a discussion of the defects of the
present methods and their cure follows. The next section that
follows is on tmd‘e itselr, Here, the writer wishes to mke an
apology to the reader because, as a result of the unwillingness
of the towkavs to.cc—cpcmte with him, the writer failed to get
the necessary figures of salt-drfed fish production for the
previous months, thus making the work of conpa‘rison impossible.
In this section, therefore, the writer can only give a brief
discussion of trade as carried out in June of this year. The last
part of this chapter will be on the sipnificance of the 1ndustr3;

in Beserah.
The salt-dried fish can be grouped into two major classes:

big and small salt-dried fish.

Big Pish Salting and Drying:
In this area, £ish such as 's&nappers (Tkan Mer=h), pomfret

(Tkan Bawal), and ‘horie mnckex"el‘ (Txan Selar) are usually made into
aalt-dried fish. As soon as these fish are taken to the curing
sheds t'hey will bt; gutted wnshed clean and then put into long
rectangular tubs or round canented ringa, which contain the salt

"pickle”. This pickle 15 used over and over again \dth an



occarionnl addition of , T1ttle freaah anlt, Petwann O ard 35

kati of fresh salt are ™motired for every pillnl of theae finh,

The preservatihon of fish in thi~ vmnmlr trkes about two é:
three days and, when they are ultimately opu* out to dry, t,he:«'
an?t a very &fenaive odour. The:r have also lost a conciderable
amount of their former bulk by déccznpe:.ition. It i= estimated
thnt the .i!eight d‘ these fish in their dried form is about 50-55

percent of their former weight 1

Smell Pish Salting and D!:Iim'-

The term "small-fish" here refers meinly to anchovy or

Ikan Bilis, which forms the =ost important aalt-dried fish in,

Beserah. Once taken to (ke curin- shed, Tvrn Bilis is firsf
washed clean and then is put into small round’ basket trys. ' Abnut"
fourtéen trays can contsin ons pikul of fresh Ikan Bilis. Each Il |
hailket is thant gradually lmreﬁ into tho‘boiling .;;a-\l't water in
the cauldron for a mimute or two. Tt 1s then taken out until

e ,

it coois down. Usually there are four or five cauldrons at ope

‘ cu‘riné shed., This means that four or five tmf‘ula of Ikan Bilis
can be boiled at the same time if they are managed by one qk:lmﬁ
man, fhe_boilim; is u!mally‘dom in the morning at about séven or
eight o'cloek because Tkan ﬁilis is in most cases caught in the
early morning. ) | |

As soon as the trayfuls of Tkan Bilis which \hnve been put

into the boiling water cool down, and if the sunlight is strong,

LI
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. Pryin. of Tron

Bilis takes one day only 1if the sunlirht ia atron:-;

the drying reouires two dryn ond ‘he Tvan #ilia Foa te be retoiled

A

ntherwige

It is estimated that the weicht of dried: Tkan ®4{11a §- “bout oné-

third of the oririnal cmr:.1

It sseem;.‘e; a very inek‘ﬁcient policy to earrs on a proéess
which ’allows, ® considerrble amount of the sctual hulk to 1iquefy
and thus be iont nltogether, Moreover, *he verj,n’m(\t}‘w! of Adring anc
laving out the fish take= such a long time., Pogsibly, the te-t
remedy is to instal, at len;;t, ome ! ish-dr:/ing apparatus which
would bring improvement in the industrv.® BRut since thic ~omare tun
is very costl.fi, one would not expert the Federation Cnver’rhe"nt to
introduce some demonstration drying plant into Malaya immediately
because the present limited financial resources can be used for

establishino and. expanding credit co-operative socicties in the

rural areaas. As regards the fish sbltinr avatem, the immediate

atcp to improve 1t 18 to make a more Mb-m‘ use of 3ﬂ]t and to

’
\ row away the pickle bhefore it becomes a smellv fiuid, which much

f"ects the quality of the splt-dried fish.
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1. Source: Fisheries Office, -Ku’antan,'!’ﬂhar}fg. .
2. Source: Devid (i. Stead: :eneral Report Upon The Risheries of
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British Malaya, 1923, p.2uk. i .

ri Y .0-




I1.LUSYRATIONS

Photo 1.

A Typical Curing Shed : A Typical Dried Pish
in Beserah. | Platform in Beserah.
Photo 3. ' Photo 4.

Drying Ikan Bilis on the ¥ive Cemented Rings
Grougg (N.B. The Curing Shed in which Big Presh
is at‘éhe’baok.) Pish are salted.




The Talt-Dried “~h Traje-
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Thile exnct Ci;uren of fiah exported for previcns months

were not obtainable, the writer undaratands that the upntities of
dried Tken Pil1s alone crucht :mrin;; the first six monthe of 1062,
WN extremel; low in comparison with thone obtainel durin~ the
firmt aix r?pnths of the past few vears. One towkay commlained thot
+ he exported hardlv over {'ive hundred piku]s of Twan 17 in f‘?‘cm
Tnnuar-' to June, ns npoainat oore than two theugnnd pikuls cver

the seme period l‘nst -ve-r,

"Azs r rcs;\zli: of the amn1) quantit:- of Tean Pilis obtained
in ‘the month of .Tune,' the price,' though f'luctnytin;ﬁ d~11r, did not
fall below the f"d‘ty-\_lol;nr 1cv51 per piiul and;“}:ighent price wns
ninety-five dollars §er pi)ml.2 Put one is wron¢ to ronclnde
tha t thé towkays mnde.v g2 hrndsome profit dnrine this neriod. 'mong
all the tmdca;m,i Towkny €, who owns the moat fishinc equipment,
as erxplaifhed in Chapter II, is perhaps the only one who ﬁade much
prof it because out of 280 pikuls of Tkan Bilis exported Towkay C
alone claimed about 19) pikuls.”

VTO ‘whom Ao these towkavs sell their fish? Priox;' to the

import restriction on anlt-dried fish into Tnlonesia imposed bv the

See fpnendix IV for detalls.

]
.?. See Abpendix IV for details.
3. See Appendix V for details.
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Towkays P amd €, used tn € 20ort their rom-ndse- +q Irdanecin vin

Singanore. ) |
>ingapore.  But after that vear, thege twy “owrave have alwma-n -en®

their commolity to their wholesale a-ents in X»la Liwror, who

will redistribute the fiah to inTand towns inibblﬁ'a. ﬁp o*ber

three towkars usu;lly send their commoiity throa~h Fuantan whole-

sale acen’s who will then send either to local retail) shoos or tc
Knala Lumpur. This intermadiary ’g.:roccss’ is mwiniv » reault of
the outstamiing debt owmed by the three towicar= in Beserrh to
the whnlesale a‘ents in Kuantsn, incurred from the mﬁ’fm“ fishin.-
nets on credit. |

' The priée of the salt-dried fish rclosel- follows Lhe current
market price. Before a towksv sends his commwoifity to his wholesale
Sgent he will first meke aphone call to find ~ut the —mrket price.
Ifzhe caléulate's ;‘.hat he can make much prcf'it', ‘v- *ill ‘han despatch
the roois 'b‘_',' lorry trensport. If the market price iz not very
attractive, he may then withhold the sale of his commodity for a
dav or two., But he cannot keep the comnoriijty‘in the store for

too long because the quality of the fish will be affected. The

Wholésale agents will usually settle the accomt with the towkays

t

once a week. g

The Sconomic Significance of the Industry:

One significant function of the towkays =28 salt-dried

-

merchants is that‘, through this industry, they provide employment

for a large number of people. Of the approximetelv 1955 fi?hermgn




in 1951;— !fesi(}ing in thie area shout ]’175 “Cl”"%onf:,';or ~Lont

" €0 percent, wor:e the va 1
- » Woried for the towknva,' One can, therefore, judse

how important this industry is in Beserah, '?x'uoreov\rer, casurl

emplovment is also provided for some of the housewives of Malay

fishermen whose job 1s to select dried Tkan Bilis from other

-

" small dried fish like dried silver bream. The ware is extrerely

low, only $1.50 per big basketf1 of fish, which is usually
worked bythreo women for about two or three hours: kthis means that
each woman vill get only fifty cents for a few hours of wo'rk.

Other ty.es of emplovment like fish boiling, laying out

of fish for dryinyg, pecki‘ngwdried fish into bores =2re also

provided by this 1nﬂustry. The employment of a large munber of
people in Beserah indirectly erplains the existence of many
retail and coffee shops the business of which chiefly depends

on the income ’of‘ the Afishcnnen.‘
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1. Source: Co-operative Department. East Paharig, Kuantan.
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