CHAPTER V

OTTER "OWOMIC ACTTUTTIT: OF “F TOTKA™S

Exceopt for two tdwkays who éntirely depend on mzking

salt—dried t'ish for their living, the other thme towkars, are
engaged in o\.her economic activities bpsidcs tre salt—'irlcd
i‘lsh business. These economic sctivities of the towkays are

much var’ied from each other that it is necessar; f'or: us to

make a case study of the economic activity of each: towkay in
detail,

g

We shall begin with Towkay D. This towkay is denling in
copra business, the only Chinese to carry on this business in
villaire. He owns five scattered pileces of land, as can be seen

in Table III.

-

T‘abble 1T

‘wakay D's Coconut: dn:!‘ﬂubbér Holdingsl

“Localitjr L ARELA - Nature of Cultivation
Tl ‘ Acre Rope | Pole ..
' i . ' :
S::geui: 2 3 19. | Cocomts -
' o 6 2 - * Rubber (under -
Beserah 3 3. | 32 | Cocomuts
: 2 4 20 20" | . Cocomuts
1 -1 25 'Coconuts
Total | - 17 1 16 .

1.  Source: 1and Of‘fi'ic't':, Kuantan, Pahang.
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~acres, is planted with rubbcr,

. 1 :
, making copra. Consequently, the towkay has to bu-

Of th: five oieces, only one biy pieces of land, 61

But no income is derived from

. The other

four pieces are planted with cocomit treea: but the cocomits

obtained from his own trees fall far

short of reaguirements for
—_—

v from other
ar—eas' like Bﬁlo};, Sungei Kaéa.ng and Kuantan. The muts bought

from the f‘irst two places are at a rate of about $6, 50 per

}mndmd $2.00 cheapter than those purchased from Kusntan. This

dﬁ’remme in price is justified by big,g,er muts fram Kuantan,

. Por insta.nce, two hundred fifty nuts from Balok and Dungel Karang

are required for meking one pi]ml of copra, as arain,.t two -
hundred muts from mentan The total cost of moxing one pikul
of copra comes to about 325.30. (See Table ,IV) ~

. | Table l:V

Totai Cost incurred on mking one pikul of Copra

N ———

e eieoe..-Cost per pikul
Cocomuts. . o $16.00
Plucking from trees, ’ ‘

peeling the skin, and : o

splitting the mts o | 8 5_’_
Tmnsport to buyer's place, N $1.50
Smoicing end drying in the sun $ 0.8

N + : * ‘,& .' : . - 2 )
Total: = | - _$23.30

little dur
The markct price of copra fluctuated'very in.g

the month of June, mging from $24,.50 to 326 50 per pikul.
' ( _

Y

o

1. The figures of Tom{y' D's cocoriut production are not available.
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(Table TEF). That 4. X
ie to sax, roughly speaking, Yonray D made

a smll profit of about §3 - ?2.00, after having deducted fift-
cents f'rom thfz cost of transport per pikul to ¥usntan

Table Vv

%

N Copra_exported by Towkay D in Junel

} ' Quémtity exported! Price f:-er pil.kul‘]ﬁ Total  Value
. DATE- | Weight
‘ {  Pikul Eati
1.6.58 33 50 | 826.50 $887.75
7.6.58 7 19 | $26.50 3190454
11.6.58 | 2, | 96 $26.00 861,8.96
18.6.58 1., 13 o | - 825,00 x $341800 |
2,,.6.58 13, 1 v 1 7 $2.00 $342.42
30.6.58 1 3 | ‘38 82450 8842.31"
Total | 126 8 R §3,252.98

—

K Taking an average profit of $1.50 per pikul, Tor.r‘cav D

thus made a total pn:fiLof about §190.00 in June out of "the

v

total mnetaty tmnaactions of $3,252.98.

The next towkay, Towkay 3, derives his subsidiary income
main]y‘frbm mbﬁer'pmduction. Towkay c owms sixteen scattened
pieces of rub'ber and coconut srmll-holdings, the largest piece

of which does not pxoeed 64 acres. (Table V1)

A

1. Source: Towkay D.
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S Rubbgr ani Coconut Srmll*holflin;;sl

Locality ARES Mature of Cultiv~tion
Acre I' Rope '| Pole
In Beserah 1 1 oy Cocomuts
6 2 - Rubber
5 3 10 Rubber
2 2 20 Coconuts
In Sungei :
Karang L 0 25 Coconuts 2 Rubber
3 > - " "
3 1 35 " v
N 0 13 " B "
2 - - 05 Rui)bcr -
s 2 - 25 "
L 3 _ "
. " 5 _ n
5 1 - "
6 1 - "
‘ L 2 35 "
J* 4 L 3 05 .
Total’ 65 | 3 7

1. 'Source: Iand Offi?e?"l(uantan, P-hang.
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ne wil te in T2 ~
s} 11 note in Table VI thet twy Pleces of 12nd in

Npa a
Reserah are planted with cocomits; four vieces with cocomits

ant rubber in Sunpei Kareng and the rest with rubver onl- | 7
» 2 ) 2 Y .’V. ;':(‘

totel acreage of these small-holcinge ig ~:vt

trefive ACcrea,

trree ropes and seven noles, ic imoted < i
" en P Tt ic estimated “hat the -ielq

of rubber per month is about eishteen pikuls and the monthly
receipt from these amll-holdingn 1s rbout §,00 - 4500, 1

- Incidentally, this tomkny io the riechant ~mong: the Thinese
A
fish-dealers. 7iith such 2 ;ond subsidiary income from his

_gma ll-holdings, he is not mich perturbed or worried even vhen
little fish could be obtained in a ;iven month,
The last towkay to b2 discussed in thig ichapter is a

"~ renerel mcrﬂhant be‘ndeq beiny - “:Lsh dealer, Tovkar R is de~ling
. -
in various types=s of goods such ns textiles, canned food, rice,

bananas, mtrh‘-s, cigarettes, etc. His shop caters, roughly

speaking, for two types of customers: the fishermen who are

&

vorking for him and those non-fishermen. Usually, hic fishermen

surchase goods, rice in particular, on credit and the debt 7111

-

be pgradually paid from their catches. Those non-fIshermen who
buy f-'ooas from him usually pay cash. Urﬂeniabl;!, fram the

towkay's point of view, to allow his t‘iQhennen to buy on credit is.
o

far petter than to provide them with cash andi allow them to buy

from some other shops onh the ground that he can made a small amount

of profit on the goots sold. But, the prices pail by his f‘is‘h\emn ere the

same ag the pric_keg,'paid vin the\ irillag;c. This is mainly due to the existence

!

1. Source: The towkay. himsedf.
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of many amall retas? 4
\ . a1l chong competineg for cuntomere According

to the;: towkay, the business is on the whole brick: -n' nrofitah]e

From Jamuary to June, 1358, he madc o Prof it from the s~le of

his miscellnneous rooda of nbmlt s'lﬂ') 00,

This towk
i nv, too OWTI‘! two pteces of ribher csmall-
{

holdings located at ‘Sungai Karam tétalling slightlv over nine

acres (Table w But at present they are under reolantlny and

thus do not yield any income, -

Table VIX

_ o
Towkay B's Two Rubber Small-holdings=l
Locality ; AREA __| Fature of Cultivation
Acre l Rope ? "Pole
Sungei . )
Kerang | & -} 2. - Rubber
4 3 22 Rubber ’
- Total |- 9 (S | 22

In summary one can state that the three towkays, though k
are engaged in va.ried economic activities, have one feature in

common. That is, they dcrive income from other soyrces and do

not entimly depend on salt-dried f‘ish business for their 11v:mg.

These towkays are agglomerators in the sense that they ‘buy up

 pleces of land with,a view to meking more profit.

Dl

1. Source: Iand.Office, Kuantan, Pahang.. - .
. - ) ne V




