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/ THE CHINESE ROOK-KZEPTK; SYSTREY
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It :15 felt that iq one wishes‘ éo have a thorouch '.-:nor]ex;lge <
howa tﬁéée tcwkaya }operatc ltheir busintss one mist hnve s&ne idea
of the Chinese "’boclak-keepir‘&;z sy‘atem’as pr;:;i:iaed in Beserah. 1In
this Chapter the writer will pive a brief account of this book-
keeping system. " “’
- The ays;tein used in Beserah involv‘eS ‘t;l;e use of the following
'gccoun;: ‘books: - ’

| (1) Purcheses Da7 Book ( ﬁfj{r).
(11) Sales Day Book (,(,'ffip ).. B . |

" (411) Journal - akir).
(iv) Stock Iedger ( f?ﬁ-ﬁf){

and (v) Current Account - ( ﬁ. :—F )

| A1l }»;;\'irchaaes made by the towkays are recorded in this

book on a day-to-day basis. Let us say on 5th June, 1958, Towkay A .
purchaged in cash 10 pikuls of fresh anchbvy from a jeragan ramed
Abdullah at a price of 310.'00.' per pikul. On the same. day, too,
prka/y A boug);t from another jeragan named ‘hmad 20 pikuls of

f.v‘es’h anchavy at $10.00 per pikul on credit. Assuming that only

o, -

these ‘two‘ purchases were made that day then these entries would
be closed as follows:~ R
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The first line wrlttcn above in Chinese ia the irte,
moxjth and ypar. This mmist be reveated on ever:” new pa-e  of the
book. The secomd ]ine inlicetes the towka;'s cash purchnee
f';ﬁm Abdullah of 17 pikuls of fish, amountins to §100.00.

Th{;’ j:hix;d line shows the purchase of the towkav from ~hmzd for
20 pikuls of fish, amounting to §200.00. The last line is ‘he
sum ‘of total value purchased that day.

_The two entries mentioned above are then posted to the

Journal (1333 )\(a detailed explanation is given later in the

_chapter). .
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SAles Book: ( L ] F )

| As its name suggests, th's book 6%11}' records the sales
of the towkays on a day-to-day basis. Entries are made in a way

similar to those in the Purchnses Day Book. Let us assume that
. »

on 5th June, ’1958, too, Towkny £ sold to a certain Mr. Lim in cash

&' 10 pikuls of dried anchovy for $150.00 nnd to anothér custamer,
Mr. Viong, 35 ‘pikuls of dried anchovy for $900.00 on credit.

Assuming that two sales were made then the day's account would

‘be cloged as follows:-
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As usunl, the first line in Chinese is the date, month
and vear. The set;ond line indicates the towka; sold in cash to
Mr. Lim 10 pikuls of fish for §200.00. The thind line shows

Mr “on- bought 30 pikuls of fi=zh, amounting to 3900.00, on credit.
The last line is the sum of sales mede that dey. 7These two items,

too, will be posted to the Journal, as will be described in the

section below.

Journal (65% )
A This is the most campliceted and a very important account
bo&k. All entries in the two above men'f;ioncd account books mst
be re-—recoxﬁec"l in this Journal. This book is divided into two
halves - the top half and the bottom half - by two narrow lines
drawn across the centre of the page.

| The four entries, two from Puréhases Cay Book and two

from Sales Day Pook, are recorded together in the Journal because

the transactions were mede on the same day, 5th June, 1958. - An
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As usual, the first line in Chinese is the date, month

and vear. Thc: secforxi 1ine indicates the towkay sold in cash to
Mr. Lim 10 pikuls of fish for §200.00. The thind line shows
Mr “on. bought 30 pikuls of fish, amounting to $900.00, on credit.
The last line is the sum of saies mede that dzy. 7These two items,
too, will be posted to the Journal, as will be described in the
section below. ‘
sourna1 (@55 )
. This is the most camliceted and a verj important account

bo"ok. All entrics in the two above mentioned account books mst

be re-recorded in this Journnl. This book is divided into two

halves - the top half and the bottom half - by two narrow lines
drawn across the centre of the page.

| The four entries, two from Puréhases Tay Book and two
from Sales Day Book, are recorded together iny the Journal because
the transactions were mede on the same day, 5th June, 1958. - An

example is shown below:-
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As usual, the firat line written in Chinese jc the dnte,
month and year. Thé top half of the Journal rcords a1l mone; <
coming in, whether cash or credit. In other words, the sales

of the Towkay £ are all recorded on the top hs1f. PBut the cash
sale ia,w:'itten in ,c?pital letters (X ‘6) ani the sale on credit
written in sm’ll letfers (4 “5 ) as shown in the evample above,
The bottom half records the purchases of‘ Towkay A. Bub—bhe—eesh
M&M—&. But the cash purchsse is written in cépital
letters (i’é) and the credit purchase in snﬁll lettera, Hence,
- -the toﬁkzxy's éales to Mr Lim and lir “ong are recorded on the

to> half eni the towkny's ;ﬁn‘chrxnﬂh f'rom jémg'nmz tbdullah and
Ahmad are reconrded on the bottom half, Once n;:nin, these {our
entries in the Journal will be posted to either, [tnck Tedrer

(’4’?&ﬁ or €urrent Account - (fi ‘t’f)

Stock Ifdper. :

A this account book deals in goods nnd efpenditure so all
suc»h entries will be posted in this book, which is mnmbemd and
~can be divided in*to many sections ﬁs necessary. ~“he first two
payges are used es an index for writing up the sectional ﬁopics

—
as zhown below:-

The front page of the Stock Iod,ger.
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The number of vajyes of ench nection is written ~bove
the section ijtself. GSince ‘fowkay A 1is derling in f'ish as
mentioned a‘oo>ve, so all his t;;lsi;ctions mist come under the
Fish Section., The four entiries rs menti~ned in the Journal will

be ;recorded in this book exactly in the =nie way as in the Jourmal

as ¢sn be seen from the example below:- . ' )
c‘g\ﬁ\ -

. . A\, B :

WA :t'" 1] e ARk R

“, l u\..‘ ua W T ¢F ARl

Y

But, in this account 'book no date, month or veer ias written on the
first 1ine as.found in the pnrevious three account bpoks; The top
half records the dates, the customers' names, the amount of fish
taken and the value of the fish sold by the towkey. In this case,
on Sth June the tOWk.a_,’ 301d to Mr Lim 10 oikuls of fish, amounting -
to §200.00 and also to Mr ‘"ong 30 pikuls of fish for §900.00. The
bottom half records the purchases from rbd:ulla}* 10 pikuls of fresh
fish, amounting to $100.00 ani .from #hmed 20 pikuls of fish for
'3200.00. Tl;e account is not closed every deyv. Tt ma::" be closed
and the total taken nt; the end of each mont! . -
Current Account (5“?)

This book deals with the customers’ and suppliers' accounts.

As in the Stock Ledger, the firet two pages in this book ere used
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as an indef, for writing up the nomes of the oustomers »n conpliers,

-

The entries are posted from the Jonrnal at the end of each ds7's
~businesn,

» In this hook, therefares, we have to write in the Index the

rames of Mr Lim, Yr “on;, Mr Ahmad and Mr Abdullah, ns fcllows:-

. 10, ~ & 1. Page

In the trensactions mentioned above, r “ong owed Towkay A
SN ‘

$500.00 and Towkay + owed ihmad 200,20 for his fish. .ccordingly,

Mr ’k.'o}ig's account will be written as follows:-
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amounting to $900.00. Assumine that on 8th June, he pzid $200.00

to the towkay. The account will then look like this:-

-
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. The towkav's debt to Mr Ahmed will ®e rlso be recorded
alnost in the seme manner but under towkay's section. At the
endi of every month the total may be taken and s statement of
account is given to each customer tc show the smount he owes.

The writer realises that the ebove description is not
very comprehensive, but it is hoped thnt t;.he !;:adcr mey benefit

rmuch from reading through this chapter,




