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PREFACE

Treaties are an indispensible festure in the international
commnity today. They are a source of intermational law. The
international order has underrone many changes since the era of
colonization and treaties have been instrumental in meeting the
chan;An: needs and conditions in the international community. They
are knomwm to cover slmost all matters comcerning nations and peoples -
from man rights, peaceful settlement of disputes, the remunciation
of war to matters such as drig comtrol, bills of exchange, copyright,
avistion and sanitation. In particular, the present economic order

is governed largely by treaties.

Whilst such is the significance of treaties, State succession
bhas als> been & recurring phenomensn in international law. Throughout
the history of internmational law there has been taking place, the
replacement of one State by another in a particular texrritorys;
whether it be by secession, amnexation, through independence, or by
the frrmation of & union or feceration. The most common foxm of
guccession that has leen taking place in the present cemtury is the

independence of colonized States. The independence

has made a considerable irpact on the law of Btate succession to
treaties. As such, emphazis is primarily given to the role of the
newly independent States in relation to State succession to treatles.
The crux of this paper is the considerstion of the fate and position
of the treaties of the predecessor State vhen succession occurs.

In tuis respect, it is essemtial to discover vhether there are any
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definite and ste:le rules poverning the succession of States to

treatics.

A Tactor which bas lesgely mtivatel the writing of this paper
is a considerstion of lalaycsla’s position in relabion 4o the
succession of treaties. Mploysiaz Dos enerpe? curing this era of
Jeeoslonizaiion an’ this sullect is therefore of particular relevance
here. ¥et, no consolidated study trocing the pattern of State
successisn to treaties or the relevance of this topic to Malaysie
appears to have lLeen made. It is the writer's hope that the chapter
on Malgyeie will serve o8 an opening into the subject which will

lead to a deeper study of the subject.

In the couree o7 reseprch, the writer hes met twd persons who
had chexisied the lope »f vriting such a paper with reference to
dalpysia. Ibucver, Cue to lack o7 material and lack of cooperation
fron Lie necessary places, such paper 1id nmot materialize. The
vriter herself has faced several setbacks and has had moments of
despalr while working on the paper, this aree of the lawr being

virgin as far as lalgysia is concerned.

Few people to Imovw vhat State succession means and few
can te said to be knowledgzeable on the subject. Fewer still are
those who are willing to talk on the subject. As a result, although
attempts were made at interviews; often such sttempts proved to Le
fruitless.

ving to such limitetion, the writer's work has at times, been
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purely acedemic. Work has centred on the scaxch of primazy documents,
books and journals., “ven in this 1espect, the inavailal:ility of
bsoks was encountere:. Ior examples, the most tasic and up-to-date
text, "State Succession in Municipal Lew and International Lew",

by J'Comnell, was not availatle for study in the Library at the
University of Malaya. It mignt safely be said that the Library is

insufficiently equipped with books relating to State succession.

State succession, especielly to treaties, is an important topic
in irbeanational lsyv and alsy of greal relevance to Malsysia. It
is this concept which has congtitubed the basis of statility and
security for the nevly incependent Federation of lMalay=n. It is
therefore submitted that more persons in the relevant offices make
a deeper and more snelytical study and be more open to discussion

on the subject. It is also suggested that the Library at the

University of Maelaya be better eguipped and updated with the relevent

materials on State succession t» fecilitate such a study.

With these suggestions end vith the consideration of the

stimilus to cause the sulject to come alive in the near future in

Heleysia.
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