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ABSTRACT

The Tamils from the State of Madras (now known as Tamil Nadu) came to
Malaya as traders in the earlier centuries. They were later brought in by the British to
be employed in estates, public services and the Malayan Railways. They were brought
in by various channels. They played an important role in the development of the
Colonial Economy. When their presence here was permanent, there was a need for
vernacular education for their children. This prompted informal education to be
developed, and then followed by the development of formal education through the
setting up of Tamil schools.

Before Independence, there were four types of schools, ie., the government
schools, missionary schools, committee schools  and estate schools. Most of the
Tamil schools in Selangor were located in estates, owing to the big number of estates in
all the districts. This is because the Tamils were mostly employed in estates as
“coolies”. Moreover, their skill in plantation sector was of great potential to boost the
rural development.

These rural schools only served for the children of labourers from the estates.
Urban schools, though smaller in number, were managed by the government.
Missionary schools, managed by missionary bodies were also found in towns.

The estate schools in Selangor as well as in the Federated Malay States, did not
play an important role in developing the Tamil children to attain social mobility. The
estate or plantation schools played only a custodial function rather than producing
better educated children due to various reasons, such as financial problems, poor
enrolment, lack of qualified teachers and parents attitude towards their children’s

education.
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PELABUHAN-PELABUHAN AWAL INDIA DAN ASIA TENGGARA
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INDIAN AND S E. ASIAN PORTS
DURING THE FIRST THREE
CENTURIES AND AFTER.

Routes across the Malay Peninsula
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Sumber: F.J. Moorhead, A History of Malaya and Her Neighbours, Vol. 1, Great
Britain: Longmans, 1959, hal. 36.




