THEMATICAL "IRFANY EXEGESIS OF THE QURAN BY ABU
AL-FADL RASHID AL-DIN AL-MAYBUDI IN KASF
AL-ASRAR WA "UDDAT AL-ABRAR

IMAN KANANI

ACADEMY OF ISLAMIC STUDIES
UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA
KUALA LUMPUR

2017



UNIVERSITI MALAYA

ORIGINAL LITERARY WORK DECLARATION

Name of Candidate:

Registration/Matric No: |HA130006

Name of Degree:

Title of

Thematical "Irfani Exegesis of the Quran by Abu al-Fadl Rashid al-Din al-Maybudi in

Doctor of Philosophy, Academy of Islamic Studies
Project Paper/Research Report/Dissertation/Thesis (“this Work™):
DY s 5 ) ud) ES 8 anal) cpall aui ) Juadl) ol die 3 el o gan gl il

Kashf al-Asrar wa “Uddat al-Abrar

Field of Study: al-Quran (Religion)

I do solemnly and sincerely declare that:

(1) 1am the sole author/writer of this Work;

(2) This Work is original,

(3) Any use of any work in which copyright exists was done by way of fair dealing and for
permitted purposes and any excerpt or extract from, or reference to or reproduction of
any copyright work has been disclosed expressly and sufficiently and the title of the
Work and its authorship have been acknowledged in this Work;

(4) 1do not have any actual knowledge nor do | ought reasonably to know that the making
of this work constitutes an infringement of any copyright work;

(5) | hereby assign all and every rights in the copyright to this Work to the University of
Malaya (“UM”), who henceforth shall be owner of the copyright in this Work and that any
reproduction or use in any form or by any means whatsoever is prohibited without the
written consent of UM having been first had and obtained,;

(6) 1 am fully aware that if in the course of making this Work | have infringed any copyright
whether intentionally or otherwise, | may be subject to legal action or any other action
as may be determined by UM.

20.04.2017
Candidate’s Signature Date

Subscribed and solemnly declared before,

20.04.2017
Witness’s Signature Date

Name:

Designation:



& Sod) pul) iy Jeadll o die S psgedl i
SN B WY ass

S Olay

Aol Slat ) By 31STH
Ue dasler

25l

2017



& Sobodl ol ddy Juadll o dis SO Al S gedl i)
I sy W aas

SS Oley)

Ob}.’{.ﬂ\ 3;,-): J.:J 34.5.5 oy

Aoyl Slal ) oy 31T
We dasle-

el ¥IsS

2017



University Malaya

Original literary work declaration




Coudl ok
) ) e dy 3 s ad el A )Wl B A plid) e Y1 B0EY LY CaaS e
Cmg a balis) o S e & i) (3"l oY O agor pog LapldY) w5
Ol )l s ot Lagidlly DUSY) g e ol Y1 cpadly o sbUI o (352l 64N
el ey (AN meld B LA Bhey W) (aaST s (3 bl olEY
webeelly iy cLiailly () B ne thoga ol B e Sl Ll 3 dozel (sl OF gby . i)
U B Sty agele alaby UL ) aley bl Osdly byl olially bl o LAY
G calihag B sie by () Ul i) Aoy cisley 1S3y (il e 5Dl (i)
OLd (oY) e Bemsgie BLa) Dlanal B ISyl mul gy SLLAS Oy ) (s L) fomza
A ey oWy alal ¢l Bl e 25U al) Slodlaan (sud) p1y iy ) o
e AL eg Al Ly Gledly ST S oy ot (3 206 SUUSy L 2l Ll ¢ i) 0Ll
oo ) B lan ol )l ot o ally LYl pyp lan B BB SV ) pa
By )E U i3 ey U BTAN LY Lsd 3 amgie & bl OF dulyl) cazasTy L aills
bl (Byo ol d) @TAN L) e il o g ¥1 eIl i e la) olblaus

ot S Blitaly (yime psgiae d) AL paghe o gl JUly collg lly (DY) e b g



ot dazsly s aad G Bl sne oy (S e ) e s o JSly s Jood
Dyl Jol LS amldly lally ((ohey e A Loy ds) JI e 300 s
G OWY) gy donall EslW) e gl slezsl sl s Sl s L OULSLw Y
SUS- e 0555y caeledly il ol Sade e oslazsly 3lrllly deamdly el gl
& ool (sl A ag Bl palial) S il e eslezely (L) amgin (3 Laslgas
G s DL (S b O] By G Assbse 5oy s Cpll o opeds

Jsiably (Jpill o 315 Y Blal sl padny cpadly Jaal on Bl



Abstrak

Buku bertajuk Kash al-Asrar wa 'Uddah al-Abrar (Mengungkap Rahsia-Rahsia dan
Persediaan Orang-Orang Yang Soleh) adalah merupakan antara tafsiran Gnostik Parsi
bagi Al-qur'an yang mempunyai banyak manfaat. la belum pernah diterjemah ke dalam
selain bahasa Inggeris. Tafsiran Gnostik bagi Al-quran adalah terhad dengan sering
dikelirukan dengan tafsiran Sufi atau tafsiran Batini yang sesat (esoterik /allegoristik).
Pandangan-pandangan terhadap pendekatan ini dalam menafsirkan Al-quran adalah
sebahagian besarnya negatif. Kajian ini mengkaji pendekatan Gnostik dalam Kash al-
Asrar wa'Uddah al-Abrar berdasarkan suatu pendekatan induktif, dan analisis secara
deskriptif. Melalui cara-cara ini, penyelidik mencirikan dan menganalisis pandangan al-
Maybudi mengenai ajaran Gnostik dan pendekatan kritikal beliau. Dalam hal ini,
penyelidik membincangkan dan mengkritik apa yang yang berkait dengan ajaran
Gnostik. Kelihatannya, Al-Maybudi mengguna pakai lapan tema penting: Mengenal
Allah, nasib dan takdir, mentaati segala titah perintah Allah, hubungan ketuhanan, takut
dan harapan, pertolongan Allah dan rahmat-Nya kepada manusia, ujian Allah terhadap
manusia di dunia ini, hubungan dengan Allah, zikir dan ibadah kepada Allah,
merendahkan diri di hadapan Allah, dan mencari pengampunan dan keampunan Allah.
Al-Maybudi juga mengguna pakai huruf-huruf (al-urif) sebagai tanda simbolik puji-
pujian bagi Allah. Beliau juga mengambil perlambangan ayat-ayat itu bagi
menggambarkan pujian dan kekudusan Allah. Al-Maybudi juga menjelaskan
terminologi Gnostik beliau yang berasaskan kepada empat dasar: exoteric dan esoteric,
bahagian-bahagian turutan, penjelasan intelek dan penjelasan Kitab Suci. Beliau juga
mengaitkan penglihatan seperti seperti malam dan siang, dan pembacaan, dengan
makna-makna simbolik yang mewakili peringkat Gnostikisme jiwa manusia, hatinya,
atau apa-apa Yyang diberkati, atau berkaitan dengan hubungan hamba dengan

Penciptanya. Kajian ini mendapati bahawa al-Maybudi telah membangunkan kaedah



beliau yang menukarkan ayat-ayat Al-quran kepada simbol-simbol yang menunjukkan
pengalaman rohani berdasarkan enam pendekatan; mengaitkan teks dibaca dengan
prinsip-prinsip dan tanggapan-tanggapan Sufi, menyimpulkan esoterik dari ayat-ayat
exoteric, penceritaan-penceritaan, mengubah makna-makna yang jelas kepada makna
yang spritual, menyimpulkan makna simbolik dari makna linguistik, beralih dari makna
yang spesifik kepada makna konseptual yang luas, dan dengan menjadikan makna
esoterik sebagai tujuan makna exoteric. Al-Maybudi juga merujuk hadis Rasulullah
S.A.W (PBU), para sahabat, salafus soleh, ahli-ahli Sufi yang besar dan riwayat-riwayat
Israililiyyat. Antara ciri tafsir ini ialah Al-Maybudi bergantung kepada hadis-hadis yang
sahih, menerapkan ketakwaan ke dalam hati melalui puji-pujian dan syukur, memohon
perlindungan, berdasarkan ajaran Ahli Sunnah wal Jama'ah, berfokus ke arah
menyampaikan cerita dan khutbah dalam pendekatan Gnostik beliau dan
kebergantungan kepada bahagian-bahagian turutan bagi konsep agama. Walau
bagaimanapun, beliau juga menggunapakai beberapa hadis do’if termasuk beberapa
hadis maudu’, dan riwayat-riwayat Israilliyyat pelik yang tersebar luas. Beliau juga
menyebut cerita-cerita pelik yang bertentangan dengan logik dan undang-undang Islam
serta menawarkan tafsiran-tafsiran simbolik yang bercanggah dengan kitab suci dan

akal yang sihat.
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Abstract

The book titled Kash al-Asrar wa ‘Uddah al-Abrar (Revealing the Secrets and
Preparations of the Righteous) is a Persian gnostic exegesis of the Qur’an containing
many benefits. It has not been translated into any other language except English.
Gnostic exegeses of Qur’an are limited with many being confused with Sufi exegeses or
wayward Batini (allegoristic/esoteric) exegeses. The views concerning this approach to
the interpretation of the Qur’an are largely negative. This study examines the gnostic
trend in Kash al-Asrar wa ‘Uddah al-Abrar based on an inductive, descriptive and
analytical approach. In this regard, the researcher discusses and critiques associated
with Gnosticism. It appeared that al-Maybudi adopted eight important themes:
knowledge of God, fate and destiny, submission to the commands of Allah, the divine
attributes, fear and hope, the help of God and His grace to people, God’s test of people
in this world, the relationship with God, the remembrance and worship of God,
humbling oneself in front of God, and seeking God’s pardon and forgiveness. Al-
Maybudi used the letters (hurif) as symbolic signals to the praise of God. He also
derived the symbolism of the verses to illustrate God’s praise and holiness. Al-Maybudi
also explains his gnostic terminology based on four foundations: the exoteric and
esoteric, ordinal division, intellectual explanation, and scriptural explanation. He also
linked the visual such as night and day, and the read, with symbolic meanings
representing stages of Gnosticism of the human soul, his heart, or anything blessed, or
pertaining to the relationship of the servant with his Creator. The study found that al-
Maybudi developed his method of converting the Qur’anic verses to symbols indicative
of spiritual experiences based on six approaches; associating the read text with Sufi
principles and notions, deducing the esoteric from the exoteric verses, narrations,
transforming the apparent meaning to spiritual meanings, deducing the symbolic

meaning from the linguistic, transitioning from specific meanings to broad conceptual

Vil



meanings, and by rendering the esoteric meaning the purpose of the exoteric meaning.
Al-Maybudi also relied on the traditions of the Prophet (PBU), and the companions and
righteous followers, great mystics, and Israeli anecdotes (al-Israililiyyat). The
characteristics of this exegesis is that al-Maybudi relied on authentic hadiths,
embedding piety in the heart through praise and thanksgiving, seeking refuge, based on
the doctrine of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama ‘ah, focusing on tales and sermons in his
gnostic approach, and a reliance on the ordinal divisions of religious concepts.
However, he also used weak hadiths including some that were fabricated, and the
transmission of strange Israeli anecdotes. He also mentions strange stories contrary to
logic and Islamic law and offers symbolic interpretations that contradict scripture and

sound intellect.
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