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i,,,. . r' . ,. :' ', i:: ' Thils. qtudy was undertakenc"to provide dir.ection for improv:ingi

tj
i.!:.

,. Jipanese pt:udi€s ' 
i n the . ni in schoo]f ' of .Briti sh Colymbia,' The

! !h- I r.. ':::i-.--: --I invest.i$'at!,on iigun,!.-*J.th a series of intt4views with lSr indlviduals
....' . ., 1 ". :

pepresenting bus'iness, politics, o'r academiar Atl of\these sLlbiects.-had
lei'--'Ihad contact I.,ith Japan [anging from short-term vjsits to l.ife-long'

?

I

Abstraet., .: .

: ;'--;tt|'

, ..r,d:f.

(.'

i'.;.;
caiee!- associations,, Th; object,:i&:pnf the interv:iews wls to- ascertain

.rJI 1l. ,.1 l\- ) \:g?|

and compare subiect.sr opinion-s o1t. nO\Ute loptqg; \9 inclrd.q in a,h'igh
, .: 

.

scnoot socrat Studles counse on. Japan. The''gathering of data on ,the,SChooI' SOCi Al studies, CoUf S9 'on, 9apan. lf e l'.g4Ltrer-r lrg ur uqlo '"",f.'11i,,' I 
'..tr -:i"-. '-' - . 'a. - 

l

iEtaiive rimportance oi six gosbible: Japanese studies- topics concl{4**

' and perspectivg. : \ ., "'' " ,'
: ' t,. i

, ,r,Thesubjects"opinions
'^ a. : . ,t.'. . - 1 , ,.; ,

-. i. , t^

. \.,
fbr.med the basis for ,th

.-._i

|L|gv,.-,'...r-l-:..--r..-,,.'-;-,'-,:.'j,

the i ntrirvi.*. Tm\ti x toplcs . qnno.FO"frY:-the-- i ntervi ewed s.ubjects fbT
. a J ., \ I -_-...:,,*- . r

inclusion in a British Columbia high sc'Fo*ot social ftudies corilse on
t. 

.

Japan"{ere: *culture, history, "geograp[rr- economy, language', ung

,taprn.se-CanaJi an rel ati orii.ll As, wel I , u nr#gr^ , of other tgpi cs were
- : \ .

suggest€d (eg. Chinese;influenc'e, As-ia1 studies, interna,tionalizatlon)
_.1

:.._,

I as impoptiint t'b 
' an ,underslal$ing of Japan l Tfrese suggesti ons were' u', , 

'

'l r r : : . ... ..1:J 
j ' 

/r 
' 

-

groupidtogetderunderasevenp|iheading,0the
. | ^'xank-order data on. the six specific curi:iculum topics. showed high

r .! 
t q* i

:i'o..,

'\,
"1,"$'

emerged from tbg interviews and' rank-oider data indicqtl'ng t!at' 
.

.j,

.,materillS.-n,l..Japancse..'.cultu,re;|iistory,.ge09rhphy,:.;ecbnom5l,...]
1i

, Japanese-Canadiail' rell[igns,,]rand the '.Japanese: lanS-laOe.shof d not be Y

:: '
-F . i:!-.-.^^t -l^l l^^lal . d

,,, .. taught in isolation'". but rather: as' a iseries of jhjerrelated topics' " 
..a | --.. " sontributing !o an uhilerstanding 'of, contempottary Japanese li'fe'style: , ,, r
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i
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s
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..,i.,"I'...1.-"'}o''o'...,'".)-
,sSffaiscussign of the.,present high scheol social studies '-iurricula i'ti:'- ', ,,-,p

-., i' .':.'.li,t:r a, -r 4 ! ' .\

were ev"dluated,,to discern the degree and:qua1i.ty of Japanese content in
il J l 't:-."-,.7,'',, . . :r_ 

:-

:11,.. '. these"bqo|s and the ext€nt"to wh'ich they adhered to the recommendati*oiis
. , '\ '+ -- :j"!._ . . i - s .. 

; .li. -: : = ; ' :.. '

. of the intervielrea s-ubjects. A modified.annotative svEtem oi texibooi,
.,::

: : - t- *t" i ' ' :

*i: \

t.." r analysis w-bs- develcipgd wh'ich consistdd.of'e.xtgnsive' annotaLive Cormngnts. : .

' !.=: !?. Ii , on. the e.xtent'and quel'j.ty,"i'of Japanese1contdnt in,eagh 'book, 'a-

.. .::j., ]..' .'--a-lr s : - ::

designation of'the text !nto one of six-categories-based upon the

"'!_ I F . I t'. n. - I r' . r t J,

number , qnd degrde of , iAentt f.ieU tqpi e s evi dent J n eaeh text (ttot

' , ' ,i. Appl icablei' Unacceptable:, Adaptable,:.l'ti'nimql J'y Acryatable, Recgmmended,

'j

i . - Highly ,Reconun"endgd), and,,a .ch5kl,f$t, n1f"ggencA chart indigating '.wh'ich
. r 

'' o : ' 
- 

'l't ' c'

ofthetopi-csidenti.fiedbythe'subjectsw.Fre.covenedinthetext.

l.' ' ,..: ..,

Bri t"i sh Col itmbi a as { t'r-el ates , to .}apan. Speci f i cally, Bri ti,sh Colgmbi a

social studies curriculum. guides for Gra'des 8 lthnough la we,rq analysed iii':
' i r .,\-

. 
: 

, 
' 
. t: , 

^ 
-

"..:.todetepmingthedxtent'of.actualandpossi"bie.Japanesecontenti'n.,.thei..:_, :.

" '.

'\.. :r
..:-'',,':, 

- ''bas'i

'?L- ---r"'-':- dnd evaluation indica't'eO ltrat there is n0 consistenl'lne analysls i . + 
^6' o,- ' . 1i:. ' - :r- _ _ _ - : r _. i, . Badtern of study of Japan i4 British Columlia; The topics Itste{. as

.t. ' ..'

. .. * .
.t . : ..:.:, .;r-..i" 

J ' ,r :

coVeied to var;y'ing degrb'€s-in the high school ygars nut thd..coverdge i1
l

often tCursory and lacking the element of i'interreldtionihi'p. lt is
:. ' t , :i

concluded thgt,,.students, gr:aduating frOm Qq,gde.'12 in Brit{'sh CQlumbia

school.s - r{ill T pt have , r, ' tho-r:ough understariding - of ':.Japan. anE,

conseqlentli : lhey wi l l. 
.n6t _ 

fra:ve 1.' ,klpfiedge" 
. brse.' !.o., utiJ i ze in

' . - .

fsstering greater'- cdntict between Canada and:Japan.', *t' -" ,

'.q
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To improve Jap?nes6 studies in 'high. schools of Brittsh'COlumbia a
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