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B l‘,i Th1s'ftudy was undertakemeto prov1de d1£ect10n for 1mprov1ng
‘f?‘" : _.Japanese’. /stdd1es in the h1gh schoo1s of Br1t1sh Co]ymb1a.i The”-'b
f:_"’;? 1nvest1gat1en\hegan;weth a series of‘1nterv1ews w1th 18 1nd:t1duals

t}represent1ng bus1ness, pol1t1cs, or academxa. All of\these subJects had

;had contact w1th Japan rang1ng from short term v1s1ts to 11fe 1ong

career aSSOC1at10nS.~The obgect1€é{pf the 1nterv1ews was to ascerta1n

IR \/‘"fz’.’

iand compare subJects op1n1ons on, po§§gb1e top1c5\to 1nc1ude ina h1gh R

.' T ’School soc1a1 stud1es course on Japan. The gather1ng of data on ﬁhe

”.g‘re1at1ve 1mportance of siX poss1b1e Japanese studxes top1cs conc]'f
- -5, A

T

the 1nterv1ew. Tﬁ“\§1x topics\§npported by*the 1nterv1ewed subJects fdri
fjnclus1on in a Br1t1sh EQlumb1a h1gh sC 001 soc1a1 stud1es codrse on ,f'vai'tf"

_Japan —were -&culture, h1story, geography, economy, ]anguage,;'fnd;;"appfgﬂolf

“a

‘Japanese~Canad1an relat1ons. As we]] al numbér of . other top1cs were
'suggested (eg Ch1nese 1nf1uence, As1an stud1es, 1nternat1onal17at10n) -
e - as - 1mportant to an understand1ng of Japan.L These suggest1ons were e

rt; .
' w

. 1

.'grouped together under a seventh head1ng, Other

Rank-order data on the s1x Spec1f1c currlculum t0p1cs showed h1gh

I lucorrelat1on between the op1n1ons of the three groups. A general themei°'

',emerged_ from, th'itjntervwews and rank order data 1nd1catﬁng that\,éf‘

s
o

, materialsti;o "Japaneee’ culture, ;-h1story, geography, economy,.'

;Aﬁ. l“:Japanese Canad1an relat1ons, and the Japanese 1anguage shou]d hot be 1‘%573

,flwftaught in 1solat1on but rather as’ a ser1es of 1nterrelated t0p1cs-¥‘g »'?i_}i

‘contr1buting to an . understand1ng of contemporary Japanese 11fe-style’f

. and perspect1ve. ;\{;,;;j-ff\~ ﬁ‘.,f_p, o ;t\_off :»'t- _

FORN ' - ’ ) LSRN - L C ‘m'

Ll ,i' The subJects"opin1ons formed the bas1s for the evaluat1on and‘j g

we c " S R



v”ij;to deteem1ne the EXtent of. actua] and poss1b1e Japanese content in the

scu551on of the present h1gh scheo] soc1a1 stud1es curricul

'soc1a1 stud1es curr1culum gn1des for Grade;s thrOugh 12 were ana]ysed

J"

j«Br1t1sh Columb1a as 1t relates to Japan Spec1fwca11y,78r1ttsh Columbia S ,

'd‘;thh school soc1a1 stud1es cgurses;ﬂf Br1txsh Columb1a..Further all; S

= /

i;{iwere evf1uated~to d1scern the degree and-qua11ty of Japanese content 1n

tfj}these books and the extent to wh1ch they adhered to the recommendattons

e,

hiof the 1nterv1ewed subJects. A mod1f1ed annotattve system of textbook
SRt

ana]ys1s was devetoped wh1eh con51sted of" extens1ve annotat1ve comments

Jt
I

o
\, L » -

wiaon the extent and qualgty of Japanese content i each tbook afi %, :

4 e g

~fdes1gnat10n of the text 1nto one of s1x categor1es based upon the '

‘number and degree of 1dent1fled tQp1c$ ev1dent tnn each text ‘(Not

£

]t*{;App11cab1e Unacceptab]e Adaptable Manlmally Acceptab1e, Recommended,j e

e

’%i',

o H1gh1y Recommended),_and a che;kltst referenge chart 1nd1;at1ng wh1ch 79

of the top1cs 1dent1f1ed‘by the subJects WEre covered in the’ text

A~

The ana1ys1s and evaluat1on 1nd1cated that there is no conswstent
,ﬁ»- s

,gvpattern of study of Japan in Br1t1sh Co]umb1a. The top1cs 1isted as.‘g

gt

: f'mtegral to a study of Japan by the 1nterv1ewed subJects were aH
P a

B ‘covered to vary1ng degrees in the h1gh schoo] years but’ thé coverage 15

“often cursory and 1ack1ng the e]ement of ¥ 1nterre1at10nsh1p It TS\.'t,‘A‘

L

."",concluded that students graduat1ng from Qrade 12 in Br1t1sh Columbia
gschools w111‘ not have thorough understand1ng of Japan 'and,';

-Aconsequently they w111 n6t have a knowledge base . to utilize in ;f-ff

,Lfoster1ng greater contact between Canada and Japan._‘°t’h SRR '

o
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ex1st1ng resources, those

fund1ng,iand those reqn3r1ng ;ﬂbe ni

F1na11v

'L”‘,a,number of supplemental suggest1ons ‘are effered.;"g
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