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fgonomic, sociai, .dnd poli't-ical. indicators reveal'-,f,he importance 
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'' " of the pacllil,fiim,.and-, Japan in particulan, to tl\ next genBratipn of . .
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Canadigns''tor exampl frouo ) rvrPur v

,.h
hhd,shifteddramatically.Freeman:(l9s5)notesthatth.iswasthefirst.*.

.: lo'
.c.i1

. of Canada's trade uith' Asia' exceeded that :wirlh ' | '

J{ear :,$hat the val ue
l ' :, ri...

traditional ,,trading .partners 'in Euiopb. This. dramatic shift' in- lrading' . '. '
l, _ . . ;

patterns was especially evident 'in Bq.itish Ctufibi'i af tndi.cated; by the 
.

, ieport of the "Royal 'Conmission 
on. the Eccinsuric Uljd,n und 

levelonm.,nt, l

'" "- ,p.ospects' of Canada (Macdodald et al,, :1985). In-csncluding ,lts reporJ
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i . '' .the twen;4-firsg: ce.nt&iy would be the q'Century, of ' the.,Pacific". Thi s 
:

: '\.. 

!_

.- i?'1983, when he stated:
r'lr

i.-htury being the engine. o,f glbbal economic and : .

,,-];il;;;.rrip-pjiantiutit'there..r9sorlr9'9s'-1,I1.:l
, -^. . 'i. ,:. . popuf aiionr- lhe dramatiq cl!.e$istry . 9'f -Eastgrn, , .. , . .. buiture ani ttestern technique jqs cited by Freeman,, : '. 

'

lgB5, p. 3).
t

In.respons,etothisprediction*.aeti'onyastakentopromote*--r--'--I.

' *4 : . /r - -!g: Canada,s itnks with the Faci'fi'c Rim. 0n June 1,, 1984r [y a special act.
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', '.,. . obJective uthe promotion of respect and trust -amqngst ttrq peoples and- 
'',J\

'i.'in9tttutlonsof.Canada.andtheAsiaPacificregio1towardsthe..ir,
: ' ichment'i' 'Sim'llarly' " the As'!a Pacific "

l,guslless l'nstitute, was establ,ished pursuant to a jgint lpP:licali9L ot,, .,, ,
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i of aFi'tigh eolumuti-'or uni vbr:si ti e:-tne tnree r!3J

Canada. The," i nsti tute wa's iles'igned t0 becorne
j ' 1 _ " .\.

educati onal f,aci I i ty ensog,ragi ng growth of

opportupiit'ies in the Asia.Pacific.region.

\ .'c

tb the'governmeht of

a self* support,ing
\\

. Cana{i an'" busi ness
,.},,*

i+n"n Pt^ime Nin'ister" Mul.r:oney forrned'tiie. present gove'rnrnent' he

L
endorsed the importance of thb Pac'ifid Rirn and appointed ds.one of .his

J'E.:' endorsed thg importance
;1

t... I l. i

senioradri.isors,Char]ei.Mhcmillan,aithorofr!'e-l-qp:q@
-!'- t,'r't' System and whg was identtjfied by .Newman (lbSA), writing in MaclSajlls '

-, i t, '-:' 
'\

'. i'ld's lead'ing non-0r;'iental author'iLies'o;tmaqazlne, as one 0,f the world's lead'ing l1
r -,< r.-ft

jll

Japarrese productivity. As an inf.lu'ential Adv'i.sor to," the government,
i. ,.:' * : ' I 1

l{acm"il l an . remai ns conrnitted to a turni ng awdJr, f rom oqi' t.radl ti onal,./,
..i

I ,-{, 1,f t Imihd-se$ .of 'looki ng toward . Europe f or our econogri'c i deas {'l'lewnart''
' .' " :
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':h ' Ja;ian's gr:owing importance as a trading partner wjth* Cana4a"t/ 
:

/ -r ' l

'followinq World y|ar II was.evident as early, as 1953 when Japan becameinE Horld tlar II .wbs..evident as early. as 1953 when Japan,.becaine

Canadian Confederation, and t l-u r..rult, -Canadi became a rnember of'i' -s:- 
.

comInu]nity'ofnati.o.nsborderin!onthePacific0Lean"g

fo ,. .\..\
,.i

pan became Can4da's i)tlj rlnj ra.-
"ilh

most,important trading partner. This relationship was enhanced
'' I -r- t.

. ! ir-

" 
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49 the ,l'960'.s when 
'Japan 

emerged 'as a maior economi c' power. Durl ng '

\- r ,

,. tfi.iti same',"perigd Canada enjoied economic' gr:gftth an4'in the f aceT of

;'- gr.owitrg,,Americ6p: prot€ctionigm led the iTrudeqr.r government to' opt pr
it- - -"
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\t'ithi rd option" iY-ethe ;third - 

opt\on; 
', 
G4,orpmic /oticv, that is 'the search for

-l'-i '':'

\Enep--44_ w*t_gct surpri si ng that by 1973 Jtul h.ud 
" 

become

Canada,s second.'largest--cust_omer with a total :off $2.q, biIIion.i

." pr.ingsheim (lgg3) pointed out that the cont;.,t belydEn the two ndt]ons

, had " been', long-standing qnd significant a{- "r.he fact thaE both .',
€l

' uronoml c 'and pol i ti call 
' 

.oop.ruti gn 'uugrri ', -1r.t I for the ' second

half-ceitury of the diilomatic history of Canada.and JaPan" (p. T,?0). , '
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- : gther considerations poili to the growing importancb of Japan and 
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/!'il]...w1sbgforethergderati.go*e"p*.n.tbgga.1'ten!icingJapanese.visitorr..to
' -^"-,,,.,,.,.,.-the countr! oi , wfftile or tqfore provinciAl govepnmBntr belan promoting

p ,.,.r.. ', /'-'1rt;. 
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"that figuyd aBproximates' 290,000: ' Ihe formef Dir,ectorr of l'larket,
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,r i Recognition 'of ' the growing 'i*rportance o-f ilapan 'tg r Br'itish,

ColirmUia has I'ed to a-qonsiderat{6i:of -improving the state of Jirpanesd
i. ..

studies 'in Canadfan'schooii:1uppo.t fon such 'impr.overyeirt "c6mes frrorn
t\ -\-\ \' the highest leriels of government oil-Uoqn-.sides qf the Paciflc; Primel '

t,
'q'i ' " ..1 'r :.

l'ti ni ster l*akasgre oI Japan':--'fpr i nstane er-'-=had supported publ 'icly

i,rnprovement of cross-cultcultural understandjng between C.anada---lng be -an_d' Japandapan, ''-

t In a letter to a V'ictorFt u ,.nooi i 
t nuot ved 'in :a Japanese exchdnge ;]it}Iil a lettef tO a VlCIO|.I a- SgnOOt :t.lfvulVFu lIl_-d ,trdPnt:Ese .taLlrorrgE v r)'1r'. - --r.-_.--.

(.
l,* stated, i'As i bel i eve'- the immense val ue to y'1_u-lg qeopl e. of I , , 

, 

*'

' A number of professi'onal publicatiqns alsb support th.e concept of .
:' ,.j..' :

&

expahded educati on about Asi a. The l9B5 tn-nq.al R?p,ort of the Asi a
'r.

, ? 
.

Pacif-iclFoundation spggks in specific telmi about educatiolt " -,
'' '': ! 

t 
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t\

t,.r,.,.t.',

interndtional exchange and undgrstanding,"fhe effsrts of these 
't+vo I
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schools tor furthering friendship' and undei',stan$ingi aeross the Paej.f ic '
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should ber frighty conmended" tpel'son.al concnuniCdtiorir' Apr'i1 3, 1986). t

Simil.ar'ly, prime -Minister l4ulrondy, spgakjn$'bgfore the Japgnese Diet ,:
\'l

r.t r'

- \ ,.
t,\

priorit\ to, develop increased ' Canadl-Japqn- exchang.g '*involving 
,

a-siudents , prrof€ssi onals., parl i amentari ans,, arti tFt , athl etesr,. afld
e ., ,/'I:

industrialists" (Mulroneyr'1986, p..32)' . n.'" r, -- . ''',
*' '

1"

: :i .' t :. ,' \t'I gur first effort should be to ledrn ftore about the '\
' '...peopl'qs and the.;cullures of this reffi; ryole about'

tielrr .ianguafes,' their' customs,..the 'ituy the_y dd'

,]

.j

'' ,. Horeover; tn ttre pist, th-ey have learoned:impoltant \- :. ressons lr,Om us.. itow "!t ''i-s,.oUr. time to learni,from ,' .'.'. i
: them (p, 61 . .' '

, 1.

)n discussing'priorit,ies the Report' goes on. to suggest that'
A --/'1,/':

,l'lThese importan! goals,lRcrude the addition to out educational systel, l'.,,,

. 
\r.

.t. ' - \'.1.' 
from lne eiementary school tq the university lev,el, of a greater focus ,",

1

on the histOry, qul.tures. .and" tanguages of '!lre Asia Pae'iflc't'egfon
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Beyond rhetoric, there is evidence to suggest that edrrcational

i':

institu-tidni haver begun to improv;. cuiricula dealing w'ith Japan. At the:H
tertiary}evel,theUniversityoflvictoriahasesta,blished..aDepartment

of Pacjfic and Asi{n Studies, Daniel'Eryantr;cha'irmqn of the ',.',
depa.rtment''not€dinaVictoria@.ne|{spaperint0rv.iew
{tlater:s, l9g7}, that dhe number of students registering ior courses in

I

'a'.a

o'

. Pacific a.nd Asian s"tudies, is g-rowing eyery Ie.ar,. The'same aqticle
'\ i

detailed Camosun College's {Victsria) p'lans\q offer a, two-1'ear: diploma
'''^L---+1ggram 1n racific Studiesr-ionrnencing in September l9BB. Moreover, the\

a-_______\.,

, Victori'a TJmiiE-Colonist sf July lB, 1996 r€ported that the-'tlnivensity"
..1-*-!

of Br!tish Columbia'received $500,000 from business'and. goverpmeltt in
. s! .'' : 

--l 
:..

19.86 to eqtabl i sh the "f,i rst }anadi an endowed chai r i n #orean studi es.' 1

.:tl . ;\ ^:The Unive.rsity" of Calgary opened ra--+few Centre fol Inter:national.
ir :---\

-..1.EduCation and Business in 1985. The 'University--sf -Ca'lgary Public.1',. . : : $

Affairs Department adv'ises that the Centre wil:l focus on three areas.
.Ab

One o? them, International Relationships, involves.expanding the
'

,current' wsrld-wi.de network of student and faculty ,exhanges with

emphasis on--"the Pacific, Rim c-ourntries. Final:1y., proposals fq" an
1'

'International. Confdrensg: 1'on - the i Pacific Rim,. scheduled for the

Univeros.ity of British .Columbia,in ,June" I988, C|9yJdes furtherr evidence
": .. . ..*',/ rof attempts to pr'omote schol arly exchanges at both the . terti drjl ::trp6 |'.

secondary levels of education.
'' .,

.r.,. ,,:.. .. ,

thg importance of the Pacific Rlm il its:recent.Curritul3r ,changes. Th.e'
tt.t

new British Columbli Soeial' Studies Curriculum Guide--Grade 8-ll, . 1985,

dnvlsaged,an increased emphasis;on Asi'a, especial-Jy in Grade l0 wherein'
0

l0l,of the,suggested, lime allotment has l.gn assigned to, thd topic of
."!r.. It''/

,r- ',
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Canada and the Pacific Region and the InOian Sub-Continent (p. 60).
. -uf. . t..i ::l . | .

. l'l9reover,. the Mjnistt'y has developed.a curriculqm for J.apanese language
' ' in 1986 wh'ich is novr'making its debut'thrronghout, the pnovince. FinaUyr 

'1

. i n the fal I of I 987, a Bri ti sh Col umbi a Government newsrel ease

announced a ma jor educati onal i ni tj ati,ve, ,,designed to prepare B..i .
,;,,: \.

citi'zens,,,fo. tr:ade and cultural'bppoitunities wiitr the pacific Rim..;r' In, -!-r--,----'-;- -:'r.' v rrrrllrt.

-i'

thi s newirel ease education . i s ' .regarded as irnportant. . Ag the rel eEse

points 
'out, 

".0ur abjlity to compete in facif.ic nim trade v*i l l demand ,"p'- ', .,i' -' : . t,
growi ng number of gr:aduates f roin our schciol s who unders Land ind

' nppr€ci'ate' the Ianguages and:cultunes of tha!,ar:ea of the wor1[.:1' Jdpan

is a key pl.ayer in Pacific Rim developmerits
I' ) Bri ti sh Col umbi a is i ndependent schoo,l system has al so 'undertaken

to 'impnove,Japanese stud'ies, To this end'many independent schools hove
Di

implemented greater-Asian content into their programs of study. For

instance,...a Victoria independent, girl's' , school 'has hired a fql l-time
, : .. . ; :1'

Japanese 'i nstructorto . teach soci al stu.di'es and Japanese I anguage. A,

\ r' . r .:coeducational independent school in the same city has an extensive

, Japanese Ianguage gourse at lhe junior'schobl' l'evel . e iniiO..Victor:ia
. ,. , 1 I a ? 

., 
., , !

' independent school has estattiitreO reEuldt" exchange pnogram with'

: Set-agaya Gakuen, a prti vate boys'' school i n fokyo wh i ch donated ' $10,000
jFr

Cdn. to the developmen! of Asian studies ih -its Victori6,6iister-school .l\q

Students from this school toured.Japan in l,larch-Aprit, tigO; Teachers
.'! 1q oi.,,i* : . , , ,,fr ,. .- '

..- -' ':, - -'F- r-
accompanyihg the students.,endorsed tht ialue 'of "such- 

programs foi
improving students' appree iatio,n anil .awarendss of Japan (Crawford,

r;i

I
l

I

l-
i

l9g6). '

; the grorth

'i
i

Jiipanese goverinment has aJ so rjniter:take4 steds to fac:i I i tale ,

i'

of Japanqse rstudies in'cana!$r..,For 
"gxq4ple? 

,in 198F" the
.t$, . . ., 1,..,, '.i ',
t.
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Consulate-Gen€-r.al.'of Japan in Vancouver cormissioned the preparation of
i.,,*11rnit of s.tudy on .Japan anq financed a specia.l .orientation workshop:

:'...'for teachers. Bbth of. these de-vglopments- attr'acted 'considertible
;. ..] :. ,ic

..interest'on!hepar-!ofBr:jtishCol'1mbia.classioo1!eiichers..\\

c.

=in the-= educat'ion sphere,::extenqiv€: FBS€drch is reguired to guariantee
E' : '. I

., \ qhoroough input ard ev3luation: of, f,he cuFFiSlT materials.related to .
'^4

.l

Japan;theeconomiihubofi,acificAsianictiv.ity.

0f ,all the subjects taught,in the province ,of British Columbia, '
\ .. .

the di'scipline of.social studjes'most lends itself to the. pufsuit of
.-i

know'ledge about' Japan, The Brit'ish CoTumbia Social Studies Curuiculum.
: - 

. 
o. "

'GuJde, "examines p:ople in t:qiety,as."they interac,t with each other .n* -

with theiy many'environments--phys!cal, cultural, political, legal, and

sgcio-ecoJromic-;in,Canada and the world,' in the past, the present and'
- t.

.f

the,.fulure" (p. 5). A study.of Japan fits nicely into these parameters..
l

However, ur spite of the dncouraging-refe[ence to"the Pacific Rim ,in' ?)i

the BrJtish Columbia Social Studies Curricul.um Guide as deta'iled above,

Japan is covered only as part gf a general theme and not as a d,iscrete
;,

a.itourse or unit. Moreover,'total. suggested time for Asian studies does.

't'

' . I :r ' ' 
,

not exceed ISX during any"Etven year. .

g ;

:

examlnec}oselythe'British'Columbia.S6ctal'StudiesCuriiculumGuides]
.:1,:d

, to detenine to whatl extent 'Japanese studies. codld ipe ,lnct,uded in
- provincial curricula. In , this ' examination' cumicula And. curr"icular '

/a

rP$ourc€sr ; spqciflcallf. ,textbooks, tre.le exapined to :. determine ,n:
+ air'..=

extent, to whlch Japanese studig.s wefe aiready ext3nt: inlcur'nlcula andl= ..:

: . :..; ".'-ut - '., , . :

: sfgnlf,iccnt .!"ay,',people and educators Here,,intenvieued .td determine : :l

c

thelr vlews"on the lssue. . ,ffi


