" Introduction oy

E§0ﬂ0m1€, S@Clal and polat1¢a1 1nd1cators revea] the 1mportance g ,'?

"fof the Pac1f1ceR1m, and Japan in part1cu1as, to tha next generat1on of

'-fCanad}ans For examp]e, by 1982 Canada s’ fbcus of 1nternat1ona1 trade i"

r:had shifted dramat1ca11y Freeman (1985) notes that this was the f1rst

e TN

ryear that the value of Canada S trade w1th As1a exceeded that w1th

litrad1t1ona1 trad1ng partners in Europe ThTS dramat1c Shlft in trad1ng

-patterns was espec1a11y evwdent in Br1t1sh Cq¥3mbta as 1nd1cated by the 1

'}report of the ‘Royal Comm1ss1on on the Econom1c Unlon and Development
| Prospects of Canada (Macdonald et a1., 1985). . In conc]ud1ng 1ts report
'"the Macdonald Comm1ss1on, among other: recommendat1onsT*observed that

che tweny—farst century would be the- "Century of the cmc1f1c“. Th1s

‘trend had been pred1cted ear11er by P1erre Trudeau, speak1ng 1n Tokyo ;

- fihr1983 when he stated SR - AH R ;‘i T

: A\
4 Q
‘I ,can - see’ the As1a Pac1f1c .region . in the 21st o
century being the engine of global economic and

~cultural development that’ Europe was in the 19th
century. The potential is there--resources, 'a. vast

>

*;¢£f>w‘ populat1on, the dramatic chemistry of Eastern
.~ culture and Western technigue (as C1ted by Freeman, .
' .;1985, p. 3). e o

In response to thus. pred1ct1on,,‘act10n was taken to promote .

*)‘Canada s 11nks w1th the Pac1f1c R1m On June 1, 1984 hy a spec1al act

o v7:0f Par11ament the House of Commons passed B111 C 42 to estab11sh the
'-fé_Asia-Pac1f1c Foundat1on of Canada Th1s organ1zat1on has as 1ts

: ';m.object1ve "the promot1on ‘of respect and trust amongst the peoples and

| ~institutions of Canada and the As1a Pac1f1c reg1on towards the1r

[?'culturals social and economic enr1chment w S1m1lar1y, the As1a Pac1f1c .7'"~

—(f}eBusiness Institute, was estab11shed pursuant to a Jo1nt app]1cat1on of .

-
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"""the three maJor umvers1t1es of Bmt1sh Columma to the government ofv' s

. .

* Canada. Thes mst1tute was des1gned to become a self- supportmg N
. | educamona] ' facﬂ1ty ) en;:ouragmg : growth , of tanadlan\ bus‘nness S
' - i ) ) }- . . . ;A‘\ 77 ‘

v opportumhes in the Aswa Pac1f1c regwon SR T,

When Prwme M1mster Mu]roney formed the present government he o

- v

""endorsed the 1mportance of the Pac1f1c R1m and appmnted as one of hxs«'

,;semor adv1sors, Char]es Macmﬂ]an,.author of The Japanese Industr1a1

L /

O Sy‘stem and who was 1dent1f1ed by Newman (1984) wr1t1ng 1n Maclean S
—E——— . \
.magazwne, as one og the world S 1ead1ng non Or1ental author1t1es on

'JapanpeSe product1v1ty As an. mfluenma! adv1sor to the Qﬂver‘nment : o

-

"."Macmﬂ]an remams comm1tted to a turmng away\ from our trad]twonal‘

.m1nd-—set»of_‘ 1ook1ng .t‘oward Europe for our. economw 1deas 8(1(wman,‘»;

',1984)

rv}v

f These deve\opments in awareness of the 1mportance of eConomc g
, hnks w1th Japan -evo]ved “over- per1od of' t1me Both Canad1an:.__

L *Confederatwn (1867) and the Meiyjd Restoratmn (1868) occurred w1th1n a .

“few. /jmonths of each other ‘and consequent]y both natmns entered t;he".
B worlld scene together A short t1me later (1871) Br1t1sh Co]umma Jtomedf
' the Canad1an Confederatmn, and as’ a resu]t Canadai became a member off \\ : .
| o theicommumty of natxons bordermé/on the Pac1f1c gc\e\an ,e ‘V

Y Japan S growmg 1mportance as a tradmg partner w1th&Canadal'4

¥ POt

- % foHowmg world War II was ev1dent as . ear]y as 1953 when Japan became}

o & \ j L

"—*.Canada s ' forth 1argest market fn 1954 Japan became Canada S th1rd;-,

e most 1mportant ‘ tradmg partner 2 Th1s relatmnsmp _was enhanced‘ff R

e Y .

dur]ng the 1960 .S when Japan emerged as a major economc power‘.r Dur“ingr-'.:”."\— |

\ ny ! - = A
th1s same per1od Canada enJoyed economc growth and 1n the face/ of RN
growmg Ameru:an protectmmsm led the Trudeau government to opt /r o
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r'ex! 1; - ngn;igidol1cy,_ that 'fthe'lseaneh'Vfor 3 ,f
;ﬁjnat1ve trad1ng partners t United States _L R ;5‘ g“',,’

A"'

L - N e
Canada 3 second largest customer with a total oﬁ‘ ;\\ER b1111on ;in*.“

\ o
two-way trade and an $800 m1dl1on balance of~payments, surpTus in

Canada s favor Moreover, both the Canad1an su 165 and Japan s

posit1on§as Canada s number two trad1ng partner have been ma1nta1nedi
(er s1hce, although the vo1ume of trade 1essened sl1ght1y dur1ng thefj

late 19705 ,and early 19805 Howeu\h, one schoﬁar, Klause H.

.p,_j

: Pringshe1m (1983) po1nted out that the contaet betyeen the two. nat1ons

had been 1ong-stand1ng and s1gn1f1cant and '“the fact that both ‘

i

gouernments fu]ly apprec1ate the mutua] benefats of the1r unprecedented

economic and pol1t1ca1 cooperat1on augurs we]l for ‘the secondn

half century of the d1plomatlc h1story of Canada and Japan“ (p 190)

3 v

Other con51derat10ns pOJ t to the grow1ng 1mportance of Japan and :

‘-the Pacif1c R1m to Canada s econom1c deve]opment. In 1963 B C. began-

.

act1¢rly promot1ng Japanese tour1st traveV o Br1t1sh Co]umb1a“ Ihls’_' ,

\

idwas before the federal goverpment began ent1c1ng Japanese v1s1tors toﬂgw
~:e;gthe country as a uhole or“before prov1n¢1a1 goveenment& began promot1ngyl
ﬁvisits 0 thewr/1nd1v1dua1 prov1nces At that ‘time it was calculatedﬁ'i-
‘~h_»that 300 Japan/se tour*sts a year were v1s1t1ng Br1t1sh Conmhga. Todayt: ;
5that figuyé approx1mates 200 000 The former‘ D1rector of Marketg_éta,

; Developmént.;Minlstry of Tour1sm, Prov1nce of Br1t1sh Columb1a, also’ff~7'

~

’ ;pointed out that in 1964 1t was not poss1b1e to f1nd even one brothure*

a

of printed Japanese in Vancouver stores and yestaurants cater1ng to the‘”
/ .

'Japanese. Today that situat1on has changed s1gn1f1cant]y (persona]y.? o

,,* ‘@‘

“ ;, .

was\\%ot surpr1s1ng that* by 1973 Japan had become;ﬂi"'



P - N ) o . R . ‘ . =
R : o K . - v 4
g . . i - - o
o . . . ~ o, A . -t * cor

‘ S N ; o T L 7 ""4,?_»‘
- Recognitwon—”of-»the ‘growing - mportance of sapan to Br1twsh.‘? -

COIUmb1a has 1ed to~ cons1derat46§§bf 1mprov1ng the state of Japanese,;
dstud1es 1n Canad1an schoo]s\\i\ppprt for,such 1mprovement comes fromf ‘
the h1ghest levels of government on\both s1des of the’ Pac1f1c Prime”«'

§ VM1n1ster Nakasgpe of Japan for 1nstance, had supported publicly _' -

E , 1mprovement of cross cu]tural understand1ng between Canada\and Japan

. mfrom the e1ementary school to the univers1ty level of a greater focus

In a Tetter to a chtor1a school 1nvolved 1n a Japanese exchange v%s1t\\ <

N he stated "As T be11eve the 1mmense value to young peop]e ofﬂ%}
- 1nternat1ona1 exchange and undgrstandwng, “the efforts of these two;,__" :
schoo]s for further1ng fr1endsh1p “and understandwng across the Pac1f1c 3"*

‘should be h1gh1y commended" (persona1 communlcat1on, Apr11 3 1986) ‘hf 2

h

, S1m11ar1y, Pr1me M1n1ster Mulroney, speak1n5 before the Japanese D1et
: ‘.'1n May 1986 a]so encouraged educat1ona1 exchanges,7“1 am mak1ng it a o
X

| pr1or1t to _ deve]op 1ncreased Canada Japan« exchanges ~1nvolv1ng ff;.”

: students, profe551ona15, par]1amentar1ans, art1s§s,g ath]etesg;‘andf' B
+ o ' fﬂ - C- . . - : A ST

fv1ndustr1a115ts" (Mulroney, 1986 p. 32) e o/ T T SR
NS : R Co

A number of profess1ona1 pub11cattons also support the concept of‘

S expanded educat1on about As1a The 1985 AnnuaT Report of the As1a AR Té
'}fuPac1f1c Foundatlon speaks in spec1f1c terms about educat1on LA
3 :Our f:rst effort should be to 1earn re about”theﬁ'r t \b'i. )
.. peoples and the cultures of this reggg%’ ‘more about -\~
K the1xzmlanguages,‘ their  customs,. the *way they do- '
S business,.. the  way. they ‘administer .themselves. ' Vo
“ . - Moreover, in. the past, they have learned important |-
S - ‘lessons from. us.. Now 1t 1s»our t1me to learn from cooe
them (po 6& ) . - . .

////ln d1scuss1ng pr1or1t1es the Report goes on to suggest that.? ;;N 1

- \ v
‘.,w} R

‘~fion the h1story,' cultures ....... and 1anguages of the Asia Pacﬂfic regionf.fs?f

M (p. 10)
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Beyond rhetor1c, there is ev1dence to suggest that educat1onaif

(ﬁ

tert1ary level the Un1vers1ty og;V1ctor1a has estab]1shed a Department
.of APac1f1c ‘and As1an Stud1es Dan1el Bryant ~fcha1rman of the,

department noted in @ V1ct0r1a Ttmes Colon1st neWspaper 1nterv1ew ’

‘(waters, 1987), that the ‘number of students reg1ster1ng for courses in,

. . Pac1f1c and As1an stud1es is grow1ng every year The same artqcle

\
V1ctor1a T‘mes\Colonwst ef July 18 1986 reported that the Uh1vers1ty‘

'"1986 to establ1sh the f1rst\tanad1an endowed cha1r 1anorean stud1es‘

\

aAffatrs Department adv1ses that the Centre w11] focus on three areas.:
, One d% them, Intermat1ona1 Re]at1onsh1ps,v 1nv01ves expand1ng the
1;‘current wor]d-w1de network of . student and faculty exhanges w1th

L emphaSIS on the Pac1f1c R1m countr1es F1na11y, proposa]s for anl"

"“s'Un1vers1ty of Br1t1sh Co]umb1a 1n June 1988 prov1des further ev1dence

E 4

‘secondary levels of educat1on

The Br1ttsh Co]umb1a Mwntstry of Educat1on has also recogn1zed,"'

*

ﬂ?fenvtsaged an 1ncreased emphas1s on As1a, eSpec1a11y in Grade 10 where1n:

,;ngxeof_the-suggested'tlme,allotmentihas beenaass1gned,to-the topjc‘of‘

- o

5

- 1nst1tut10ns have begun to improve . curr1cu1a dea11ng w1th Japan At the- «',f

. detalled Camosun Col]ege S (V1ctor1a) p]ans\totoffer a. two-year d1p1oma‘_;d’d

\program in Pac1f1c Stud1es commenc1ng in September 1988 Moreover, thefﬁ'
__of Br1t1sh Co]umb1a recelxed $50®;000 from bus1ness and governmeht 1n”

dr{The Untvers1ty of Ca]gary opened\*\\\new Centre for Internat1ona1' |
c';Educat1on and Bus1ness in 1986 The Un1vers1ty\\ef; Ca]gary Pub11c' "f’

i,ﬂnternat1onal Conference‘ on - thek Pac1f1c R1m, scheduled for the;hu_‘gir"

N s BEAEIE
of attempts to promote scho]arly exchanges at both the tert1ary and ’:gd' IR

"the 1mportance of the Pac1f1c Rim in 1ts recent currtcu]ar changes. Thej’i .

f_new Br1t1sh Columb1a Soc1a1 Stud1es Curr1cu1um Gu1de--Grade 8-11, 1985 -
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Canada and ‘the Pac1f1c Reg1on and the Ind1an Sub Contlnent (p 60)

—
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N:Moreover, thé M1n1stry has developed a curr1culum for Japanese language‘x

in l986 wh1ch 1s now mak1ng 1ts debut throughout the prov1nce F1nalﬂy,gjf”

rr1n the fall of l987 a Br1t1sh Columb1a Government newsrelease]zf‘ﬁg pgf‘

. ;announced a maJor educat1onal 1n1t1at1ve, -"des1gned to prepare B C ,

th1s newsrelease educat1on s regarded as 1mportant As the release"””}ml

f',po1nts out “Our ab1l1ty to compete in Pac1f1c R]m trade w1ll demand a}

:fgrow1ng ‘number of graduates from ourl schools who understand and
‘fVapprec1ate the languages and cultures of that area of the world " Japan‘iﬂ
‘;1s a key player 1n Pacwﬁnc R1m developments L . | |
Br1t1sh Columb1a S 1ndependent school system has also undertaken

4‘.; to improve Japanese stud1es To th1s end many 1ndependent schools have ‘

K

o 1mplemented greater As1an content 1nto the1r programs of study For'-Q

r’

'.1nstance, & V1ctor1a 1ndependent g1rls school has h1red a full t1me,u

-

Japanese 1nstructor to teach socwal stud1es and Japanese language fAY

',:\

T~ e

-,coeducat1onal 1ndependent school 1n the same c1ty has an exten51ve'
3 Japanese language course at the Jun1or school level A thlrd Vlctoria.

‘:pi?i31ndependent school has estatllshed a regular exchange program with

T Setagaya Gakuen; a pr1vate boy~ school in Tokyo wh1ch donated $10, 000 J_'95~?'-1

\
. 7?',. A

Cdn to the development of A51an stud1es in 1ts V1ctor1a%§1ster school _.f.f'

-vStudents from thts school toured Japan 1n March Aprll l986 Teachers ‘,g

' g'accompany1ng the students endorsed the value of such programs for SR

";rlmPrOVIHQ students apprec1at1on and awareness of Japan (Crawford ;"y

~ 1986). S ’.

The Japanese government has also undertaken steps to facilitate ,‘.: )

<Y

P the growth oﬁ Japanese studles in Canaggb,For example, in l985, the,lfg~i"‘



o : ‘Guide, "examlnes people in soc1ety as they 1nteract w1th each other and -

;Consulate General of Japan in Vancouver comm1ss1oned the preparat1on of
?jéﬁpnit of study on Japan and f1nanced a spec1al orientation workshop
“ifor teachers Both of these developments, attracted cons1derable -

'yﬁnterest on the part of Br1tvsh Columb1a classroom teachers |

' | \\Desp1te these laudable moves toward greater Pac1f1c R1m awareness
; f1n the educat1on sphere, extens1ve research 1s requ1red to guarantee

&
\thorough 1nput and evaluat1on of fhe curr1qglar mater1als related to

'«; Japan, the econom1c hub of Pac1f1c As1an act1v1ty | - o
of all the subaectswtaught 1n the prov1nce of Br1t1sh Columb1a, o

.ethe disc1pl1ne of soc1al studles most lends itself to the pursu1t of
‘knowledge about Japan. The Br1t1sh Columb1a Social Stud1es Curr1culum

;"w1th the1r many env1ronments--phys1cal, cultural pol1t1cal legal, andﬁ-
: soc1o econom1c--1n Canada and the world, in the past the. present and“

4;"the future" (p 5) A study of Japan f1ts n1cely into these parameters -
*:fHowever, in sp1te of the encourag1ng reference to the Pac1f1c R1m\bn ;d

(o

"the Brftish Columbia Soc1al Stud1es Curr1culum Guide as deta1led above,_

flJapan is. covered only as part of a general theme and not as a d1scretej.p fr":?“

R course or un1t Moreover,}totak«suggested t1me for. As1an stud1es doesrf S

2

' ’7not exceed 15%. dur1ng any gvven year

w1th these conslderat1ons in m1nd thls study 7on&ertbok".ta,'“'

.j examlne closely the Br1t1sh Columb1a Soc1al Stud1es Curr1culum Gu1des~‘f'n” il

@

;to determlne to what extent Japanese stud1es could be 1ncluded
":jprovinclal currlcula. In this exam1nat1on curr1cula and currﬁcularQV‘ .

N resources, specifically textbooks, were exam1ned ~to\ determ1ne the o

2

extent to which Japanese~studies were already extant 1n curr1cula and

’7f~irsign1f1cant lay people and educators were» 1nterv1ewed to determ1ne
H : - i _

ﬁ;fftheir vlews on the lssue. ”;J."'» ”

‘/',




