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Chapter I

Revi ew of ,the ' Li terature

'

The liter"atufe sear'ch f,or this thes'is :examined,.fiu* a.eui related
J: -l: to curriculum dbvelopmenf in Japanese studibs." Moterials presently ,

r ' .. ') !, :: I,, availal"te fon teaching, about Japan.were-iqent!tied a4d the extent qf =

Japanese studies -in. North Arnerica was'r dete.rmineO. the issue of
1

, ethnocentrfsm i n curricular mater:i al s Was i nvestig'ated with: pagticul arr
T

'\
' ! : + 

' '-:: examination of the dependency of teachers on cur'ricular materials. The./)
' "-.role"Qf te.xtbooks and curriculum guides has been cr.ucial in determining ,r,'- li:). "':!t

.'i,'i-,'. . t ..1, where . teaiher,s ' are most .l i kely t.o get' thei r data f or -l earni ng arid

teachi.ng about Japan: The:importaiice of textbooks ,necessltqted a searCh

.:FinaIly,'Fh.questionoftheflegreetowhichtheperceptiorrof

;

\' 'a

.]

L

..'.!:l
-!
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:l

-i:-i

'4, inter:ested ,public.'i4dividuals i;hould influenc€ ,cuf"f iculum ,developnient :

'in' Japanese studies was examined".

The increasing'political, Economic and soclal interest in'Pacific
I

Asia has been reflected in a growth of curricular materials devoted to
- .ol i"Jaftrii*"p,;*llard(l986)pointsoutthat",itheperiodibfthe70sindon

+ into the'80s llas seen the development ^and use,af many gdod,soci'al: '., ,

'..

'

t.

Stanford University of Californ_ia has been recogn'ized for .some timg. as
- : :. \

'a Ieader in. the preparation ,of .mag-eria-ls on ;Japan, 0f ,least a dozen
.::l
l s':--]" unTr{ersities in the United States have established centrep for Japanes€

I

Studies. lrloredte" many have expreised"lnterest in the strengthening i? . '
:\.' i..' Aqian curr\culr,m *ithin schools. " :, '. ', '. : ' '
., ' ' : , , , , .

. : 
: ' -r: . , ,. : :

l

:

'.._i:t:-
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the Society evaluatetl textbooks, gevoted to Asia. In the r\

F:

Asia S6ciety of f{ew "oYo'rk. Th!€ process began,duifp'g the ririd-76 wlren

:

'?':

decade since, a
\!

'. :. n ;

change |a9 been reported in the number and qualit.Y, of text! " j
j.', ofi. fsia (Bull,ard, l9B5).; In lgBT ' the" growth" *as".summarized. by the

'L.

Council of Chief StEte School' 0fficers which publ'ished -a 429-pager 4zy-poge
.-'t ; j

'noticeable

: resource gu'i{e' fon .teaching and lea"r'ning, about Japan,
:,

Thq ' detel opment of mate?i'al s i n 
'ianada has n

i:

not Drocproceeded as
":

lJa

rapidly as in tlie United States but, recdnt publications are indicdtive
' of a grorth in Japanese materials. For exdmple, in the fall of 19Z6 the

"/

Joint Centre on m&ern rait Asia at\ the University of Tsrqntg r !
i

lidk',r
'a

,' established'anJ E*duca

. ' '

udat:ion Li aj so.4-. Prognamme , which ierved as ai

Toronto area schools, thrbetween Metropol'i tanbetween . [e]ropo'l-itan Toro:nto ,area ,, schoolsr lhg . univers,ity, : and i" . . , -;
.co'rrmuni.ty.expiertsbn.East.Asia'IlMayIg77it,pioducedaclassroom..'

.!

' tt tunit on China, followed by a unit dealing wi'th.Japan in'1978. By the
-l

late 1970s the Association for Japanese Cult$re in' Scarborbugh,

.0ntirnio had inade available ,co]
.) I .

,copies of locql but .,bxtensi ve curricul um,;:" : '

units on Japan, prepared fbr elementary and juniori high..school students.

,.?

.r.i

under the supervlsion d,f The Board' of' :,Educati

Hamil'ton rand The Eoard of, 'Educationlfor the Borpugh bf Etobicoke.i, , ,. I , .

I
\Finally, in.1985.T.V. Ontario produced a curriculum guide to be used

rtth the JapCn segment of rr13r5 iou. ittorld," ai televf!,ionl :series in .

socialandenvirontlnntalstudiesfoiQlades4to.6.:.

' : . ,. -

i.:
for the City of

)

polnted out that -ip the anea of language,trdining Spaffisll 
,and.Germ3n

remalned' the most popular non-official languales well . into the 1970s

r. .. I : : v

:.1
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. despite Britrish Columbi{l,s___,growi'ng trade,links" with the- pacific" worl.d.'-l

lHowirver, bv 1986 the B.c. Ministry ',of :t-dgcation 
had . reco,gni.ed the

importance=of Asian language training by publishing a Japanese.language
'curt"iculum grlide for Giade 9 and l0 and *Beginning I I Japanese.'= Thls,

;guide emphasized cultural as well as liog.ristie educatiOn in iis much as

,it .declnred,, that l,cul^1ure is considered 
.an 

' integra) ',par,t of the'

languagS experienc€ and is either to be i[trod.uced indidentallV in-a
t; . .. : " tlinguisticsettingorsetapartasaunitforstudy..(p.5).

.: In. social stud-ies't,he increased emphasjs on Asia,' dbtailed in the
t

Br*tish Columbia Social:.Studies Cunriculum Gui=de - Grnades..,-lI. Ig8s.!t rrwt

4-hasresu-lted.;.inthe1productionofspecificJapan'9seunits'''.ahd
'.

-

' distributed through the Consulate:General of Japan in Vancouvgr. Most

:,,.'.....'haspublis|redatext,.JirpanNearby.{tgez)whichprresentsthe.most
:'

1- ::r " recent, ,n data,onrJapan including a section on Canadians in Japbn'and, ),
-t- :

;.\Japandse in Canada;
'i

In October. 1987, the M'i ni stry of Educati on for the provi nce of
I

': , . = ,Briti:sh:Co-lumbia.anhounced a: lZ-mi ll ion"dol larr init'iative to encourage
'.,::,''.'.-......:..},.,..-....]....,

',and develop education on the Pacific Rim. As part of the plan the core
. : a ; l- 'r'

.,':,.:..socialstudies'curriculum(Grades4-ll)wiIlbeupqradedto.olacea
.i ,/ 

1! v 1 .

a"

*, ,'. " grreatero:=stiess on tlre:Pacific Rim;,fs exp{ained Fy the Url:IIL!! ,:.. _.__:--Try

' ' : E4u-cation Diicuss (1q87), teachdi and'stirdQnt materials *lt"t .:r.,_: '--- :,

.,Despite.''theincreaseint|reproductionandpublicationof
curri.cular materials on Japan, rbsearch on Japanese studies ln schools

......'?...ahdtextbooksdeal:ingwithrlapanllasbeea
:

.:..':-':']
..'



il. t-

and dften-guoted ;sludy haas been the Japan/United States Textbook Study
.l

' 
.lfolect 

(+9Sl ). This investigation proviOeO a.,comprehensive overview of

the .treatment of each countr!' in the textbooks of the oth,er. Results
r'

''lndicated that there a1e distinct dJfferences iultnq te*inoifs Qut, that
-', the treatment,of'eaCh otherts country is generally accuqate;" and that

.:
the teXts vary in vocabulary., substance, and accuracy. Jt was

\,:,'l
'recotm'ended fhat both countries pay more attention to scholarsh'ip in

.\/
the pt*puMton of texts. lr additiod, specific interest groups Iike

, the As!a-Society of New York "havg cortducte{ sygtematic evaluations of'

materidls. In 1976. they examined 300 textbooks for, Asian content and)
t.,

qua{ity..As .mentioned earlier, Bullard' (1986) reports that the resulti

Western-centered, progressocentered, and Asia-centered (p. 368).
I

Beyond these wide-reaching studies, narrower investigat'ions have^: f.
. ,'L : .. ) -o-ccuiied' sucfr as ..PetersoR's 1985 survey of Jhe current practi cb of ' ,"'

teachlng about'E1st Asia in Norg*h Dakoti secondary schools. He, found

that Japar-r and Chinq y{ere the most coffiron nations studi0d and that .,:u''.t.

teitbooksweiethe].dominan3mediumuti:|ized.I:n'Cana'daresearch.".has
.i

indJcated th'ree main approaches to the
.'t

study sf , Asi a 'j n textbooks:
Dl

t,
)

t .::'

: -,. l

'besn even'more .limited. 'Only one studyihas emerge{, t[at of Thomas '
'l - 

" .n

'{1985} nhg cbnduc'"ted a studf H identify the extent of Japanese st-trbies,-.,.

I n the Canadi an soci al ,trfr"s. curri.rl ,r. 
' 

H,e , concl uded that. the 'r

treatment of, Japan in lhe Canadian social studies,cupricu'l,um varies

-,,'.',, . BeVoni' the,s
:

ln Japanesqstudies: f9*3ver, the questions for researeh pxist. Bullard '

'l'' (T986)'-expressd,, conberh "about' the accurbcy, oi,' impressionl of Asian
.:

. . studles unlds.or framworks. She asled, uHhat are the franeworks that



:12
':{\l

"recir,in our textbooks? in 
that respeets do the! .ojtqtbute al hirity

"A':' +\
.qn9" 

un{erstand,ing and ,.in' il1!$ r'gspects do iney feqpCtuate qyths and
Ydistort reiility? " I,that modifications do we need'-in:"such- frameworks?,,

a_ d -.

(q. 367). In Br^itiih Columbi'a, similar conierns ur* ..hoed from u ,rid..\c...+:..b-:.\
iier:spectivet. The er:ittsii Cp-tumUia Soeial studies, Assesment' -'btuoent

AS,hiev-emerlt ."a1.9 Views ,,i n _Socfal Studies :(,1g77) , ,found 'that Grade I ?
:

"students showed t.fte Iowest level of perforilance' .ability of al-l'school
.

cli ldren on questi ons , rel ated to worli cul triie. nicep{i ng that, the
;. t. t . . i /

findjngs- indieated a , 
possible weakness in the a{ea, the report';/;i

suggested lhul cumi c-ul ar revisions i n the worl d cul ture domain be
r'.i ^ : ^.aecompanied by'invegtigation of other'aspects of intercultural

.educat'ion (p, '82). ,

+iThe documented evidenCd above indibales that the preparation and
,--\-

presentati on of materi al s. on Jaa-fq and al I of Asi a i s i ncreasi ng, and

f

a-

as:a result, questions are being
t.

these'material'i j Howev"er, because

E{ l"
raised about the quality and value of

the f i el il i s rel ati vely new, seri ous
.t_

'*

.i{
re.search 'has not been extensively undertaken". More serious studies will .': ''* }
undoubted'lf'follow. This.ptper'can cffi-ribute nd$ Uata to :ttie'emerg]ng ,

field. ' .
,I ..\

To do this it waq first necessary .to identify specific ireas of
r .i

concern in Asian'and japanese mater,:iali prgsently available. One of the.\qA
. ;^_ R.r'cri ti ci sms I evel.I ed by Bul I ard . ( 1986\ regatdi ng Asi an content i n- _..\

curnicu]um is that it- is often fragmenrfed. and lacking his[orlcal

continuity. This was eyident i.n "the British Columbta Social Studles
':.'.,t'

Curriculum Guide (1985). *here historigal Japan. ls speclflcally

mentioned in Grabe I but not in Gradc 9, The Japan/U.S." Textbook Study

-, ,,, . Project ,eehoed, this
E,r l

"\':



IFrI - "":-!:.' " .
I -/'I
I! td'

U,S. hlstory textbofks put too much erflphdsis,on some.specific period of
L; -'

. Japanese h:istory, neglecting the continuity of Japane.s-e histor.'y such as

,thd ngdern'izition , p'rocess of Japah and Japantse ancient culture" )
.

(p: 5471', Thf s fragmented and sparse',nutyr*. of Japanese studies as

i^- rBullard '{1986) pointed, out, leads to,an inadequete understanding of

,Japanese culture by'sturtEnt,s in the United States,' , ' ,

Thomas' study (1985) reflected a similar problem in Canadian
: ,;

schools. bespite the gradual .increase and availability oflomaterials,

I{rsmas $+ynd that the" treatment, of Japa4 varied substantia'!ly from \
. +-.+ 

-" 
, '11.

piov'ince .to province an{ in one province th€,.study .uf .lapan, ils not '.

. '- ;, .{- required at'all. He noted that the economic factori"'upderlying Japan's
-5,

growth are importgpt fm sludents to' '3tudy bu! notes that:3", "!hby need

'l{***i

:':

tJJ

to be constdered,'more deeplj at the appropriate places in the social-'
-'- ,t

' 
t 

.. I r F\- ....studles curriculum of the' various. Canadian provinces{'(p. 5). His
... r'"' I .: J

concl usi on from al I the soej al st"udl es gur'idel i nes analysed from . the
./i .. ..* i r ' , f, .., .

provincial ministrles of education .in Ganada. was that, "the study of
t j | 

"e ''Japan.tends .to be generally undeqstaled id:, ouF'provinciaJ social

studies curricul.ums"- (p. 5-6). -r .:.: \' ; :

' '*', 'r i 'ri \. r

, ,, .,' . fhis fragryentation, altd, .splseness , of ,Japanese- studiei in
a,r .. o_ , . . (

secondary curric'ulum has, been due '!,n' part to'.the ethnocentrism of

soclal studies curricula in North Amerjca. Cortes .and Fleming (1986)
t'

'-noted that the 1979 Revisioh sf the NCSS (National Coufcil for the
',

Soclal Studies) Social Studies Cumiculum al luded to 
-ihie 

'proplem in
| .l

.1^ decy'arlng that "the real social'wqrld v'arigs greatly ambng pgople an?i
.

pl.'hces', yet classroom exilerriences of,ten create a misleading impression

rr
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' cuiriculum. lnalerial'. in the united 'states tas .been.'conf.irmed. by manf 
"

. "\ -, )-

,sttldi es.r In the 
'dii d-70s , the Asin :soci gty , of I N"ew yor1 study referred

'q

to earlier evaluafed ' ttrree. .hundred textboslis for Asian conteRt,

Finflings'showed that most.empftyed a wester.n-cqlltered approach (irf . .r{ .. ,

: , the .s-tudy of Asi a (p-.- 3q3) . Karen 
'R.. 

Mock ( l gB3) in a. siml ar .st
:: 4t

Canada, pointed"out'that "the eontent of the curr.iculum in'mahy'cuiir
is v,irtually dorrinated by the majority culture, usually repibsented b:

't.\-l- the teacher and several childi'en in the class,, (0. Bg).
/, ' I {;'-

as'a pro.blem in social studies education. In a t9g4l:rt{cle (line
^ (-

stated that,

:

iEthnoeentrism i's,ipar.ticularly evident in the frameworks tvherein Aslari "lr ' '- ' -I'
i

studies are pursued, Bullard (1996) reported that, l,the Asian portions
I

of current soii al studi es textbooks tend to , be" l,lestern- c'6ntered, i nl
'' itlleir apppoach to pol tttcs : and'. econpmic

' :: i

ics"..(p. 370). To be fa)e f,ai r,
.t. :

'

Japaaese curricula also .are characterized by et:hnocei

H

,"wedthatr " '.'. . " \
-j. \":

Anglo-Sqxon 
-'Protestant. tradition because of . the449lo-sqxon', 'Prot,estant' tradition bec'ause .of : the i

I rujgf Fole -England assumed in the European.,/- . :. . rroJoF ro re . 
-tngr ang assumed i n. the Europeanrj'

, tod.ay i s a struggr e between those who wi sh t;'
.preserve .that ., i nf I uenGg and those who wi sh to
puFsue a broader course (p. Z3l ). '

,. i.i
t..:j"

t,I.
I'
I

j
f'

' ''lilr '' rs '
teaching na!ional' history (Bqcke5, l9B3), although

''! . ,tlr' ,

.i
;trism in tenns of{.*+-i"

{!

,i n the U.;.S.',, tO . a

lesser degree in materiali relating to world hist,ory
. o. ,.

0n. the,, Cqnadian, scene, iomkins' " h,tiok, ,g C

,t

lf abi I ity dnd, Chan'ge tn ' the: Citnadi an Cr!.lJcul um ( t$ge) ,

examinbd Canadian curriculum change and development over the Ias,

ceitury. Ethnocentrisin has been.evldent from the beginnlng. Tomk

i

geograFhy.,

..i_
..1

.1
. ,i.:

'i:jjr/'^



.t ' .

noted that c0ncern ibout Canadian identity in,:ths. curniculum has been

recurr€nt,f,rom Confederation a.t the expense of other culture,s'. It was
.. . ! . ! i - '

not until the 1970s.* that multiculturalism became a' lsiqniticint\
t'[

- curricglum initiatife,, By 'the ,l9B0s Fhe probl,em had at least bebn
' -.. : ' ! ' 't I

"recognized. 
{s Tomkina. point.$out, a lg7g-g0 survey by the Coun'cil /of

Minister{' sought to widen the perspective of social studi,es to .include

n

sther cul tural''perspecti ves and set the tone 'for what shoul d be i n

social studies curricul.a in Canada. It described the majori ggal as

being "to provide',students. with the knowledge, skills, values and
aa

thougilt processes which will enab'le them to participate effe6t.ively and

respons.ibly in the ever:chang.ing environment of their 'community, thei:r. ':
.9\

eountrv and thcir world'l (p. 399)., As a resul.t, Toriik'ins repbiteo that
rtv

V:7 ' 1

ev-giy prov'ince attempted to el irn.inate 
"bias 

fromt textbooks and to:

. provide materials afproprtate to inun!grant anU other minority groupr. .' ,

/

. ..'-
" lhe importance. o,f textbookl in curricular decision makirig. .In lg7g,

;- ,.-:#f:.
7r-.* q

.Eash 
and Rasher w1o-E-c{Tplt]' "instructional materials .represent a,major .

4.;-e ' . : r..--

time cormitment-for students since B0 percent of a student's classroom

hours are spend engaging materials" "(p. al: In the salne year an
b'ii-

American smuey of i3,ooo 'K-I2 teachers 
. found that they useo

instnuctilnal' material's, print and -npn'pnint,, .durin! g0:gS_Z o'f 'rtheir: 
;'( . , ,

.instnuctional time lEducat'ional Pr:oducts; Infot"mation:,.Eicha4ge, :1.94g1.
;. !.

I! should a*lso be noted'that as students progress. tni"ouEh.',iqhool, the r
'' .r'i.j l

percintage of-. time that :students 'inte'ract with rmateniqli pnobibly
'-'increases. Ball (198i) po'ints<l out that as i!.udents ,"ulnlr,igl $ch9ol;

hoqework ,assignments--which typically i'nvolve study of curricul um
t\.

matei'lils;-g€rerally Uecf longer'(p. ll). 
,, r :

I ,:i:.".,, 
..Wi

,:r'

::t""1
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'Not: only ar"q students heav'ily engaged with texts, tbachers gften
'I

structure t[9ir. instruct,ion' according to the textual framework'./-
r, l9B0). Moreover, teachers(Massial as .;dnd Cox, 1'966; Warmi ng an'd' Bqbe

/''t:
' " 'I zed materials frqm texts astend tg rely on prestr:uctu'red and organi/'('/

"sourCes of- information and the nlain source 'is the prescribed -texthsok
qr

'6

' (Kel ly, 1971; 'Palmeq, "'tgO6; Tomkins, , ]965). Tomkins (19S6) tr.teye{
'

teachers' use of texts arid other curr j cular mater j al s as soc'i{l i zi ng
. ..a.

agents and noted that teachers'have tended to adhere'islavishly"'to
:,

..themtp.330).Hodgettst19.-q"8)reportedthat90%ofthe'classeshe

observed in'- a study unquest'ionab'ly fol lpwed - the textbook " and that

; rectraqroh of the'iextbook was the preferred teaching mode. An ;article:
-i 

;" , l' 
,

\ i i ', /rn^^\, ---L^a---ri-r-. \y Luke, DeCastell'y' and Luke tl9B3)' substantiated 'these findiilgs. ;,".,
t

Final.ly, David 0lion (1983) 'stated that "te4ts Are not only.-taken as
./' : -': , ,.' ib -\

true bui- alsb as hav'ing authority" (p, I30). ' :

..' *" / ';l
.,/ : ', , .,s" .,, . , ., -; , ,r,.a

/ - The dependency on texts and' ottrc'r prdpared "curricular materials
/E

' .1 
, '

is clearly'evident in studies:neJ'ated to:teacf i'ng about Japan and 'A"sia, :

t- __

. .. \' For. examp'l B, d' I 985 survey ' detai I i ng the current practi qe of '' teachi ng
t

,' , abouf.East Asia in North Dakota schools found that ihe textbook..was'the

..,dom.inant mediunr utiljzed (Pbjerson,,l9_85). BuJlard t}98F) ngtet that-

'withthe'emerginginterest.:in.teachingabgut$di'a,.tedq[ens..]Q|l.,
/:/
rsPohsi bi I i ti es forculri cul unl devel opers "often undertake curri cul ar ,'rp'."/

a

which they are officiAlly: licensed bu,- ,insUf.fici€rtljr,o' prepared. :-'
. : ' ,! \r i ,.

. Consequently, "for teac.fring and learnf ng'gbbut nriultqg textbook and ,'

. t' I ; I''-. l
.-f

related materials assume deeisive importanc€,'indee( they fqnctlon as 
I

. '" ' o 
''

the primar.y source and. key, determining factor of what is actually
.f:

.I

f.',
si

taught" (p. 367). As meunti6ned,'before, the Japan/U.S. textbook study. l'
':I:'iq':

.i -'. ' 1'
' 7' ,:

. ,'" 'l

'':,''l'.'.,tri



.'" /\' , ./
t

.l"j

project emphasized the importance of tex.tbooks "in classrooms in.both
€,

.lapan add-. the United, States.

t -.. Icurricular materials and the
, : r.

i,"/- teaching, instrument 1n,,.sd9ial studies edu.cation. The

n,' : In this,fprocess
, \ - +!,.

. llrave' suggested ttrat a

use 'of ' the texlbook

;

crucial step in asse'ssi.ng need

impact .of

ds the , prima\
stud'ies quoted

i s ,the
'

I af,1 0n

/

In referring directly to the
/

' :'

" text5 on learn'ing aboqt Japan; Becfer (1983) coneluded that:
I' Recent: events in "Jap4h and the U,S. gertainly'

;-: support ' 'the csntentiion' that soci a'l studi es

tei<Lboofs play an impoftant role in both country's
bducat i onai - 

systems .;' Textbooks . are im.portant
: i " iinuof will'be tiuglt about'their qwn and other

' : couttriAs as' iuel'l lis about t-he I World. Al-though

.. ' ch'i'ldren tn . Japa4i and ,the United' States, the

.CIf infOrmation ':iri Inost. c-lasSroo6S., Furthermore'', ,chi I dren are expef tgO to I earn much of what the
. . 

" prjmary sburce of, information for most students. A

*:' i^ecent- survey in 'the U.S. indicates that 90 percentii .: , of , hiqh., school Seachers' use the 'textbook as thS-, , prlnCipti so'rig of ,"'informatipn for their course'.
,:" : ip, 563) ' ", ,o

The above survey nevealed"a stron.g, Europgan 
-ethnocentri c sI a1t jo

, ,-. make. it ,clear'.gat-ieachers depend .on textbooks',,and other curricular
-_-,- I--"/- materrars to such a degree that-an evaluation of these,materials 'is

-p "'--:' '-'-" ' I
cfucjal to an understanding of Japandse studieE.'This evaluat'ion
'\ \:

, ' 
requjres an understanding of the techniQues used to eval,uatg texts and

t".'
, othei curricular materials. A val.id :arid "relibb:le methsd' of I textbogk

. ''
. I.

.i. '. r.eJatuarron for japinese content is 'an important step in 'tfe process
.,;

that"has as i.ts. goal the'pnomotion of effective teacling about JlPan. 
.'(- - ;."

of evaluation, both Pratt (t980). and Ga1 l .fiW

-i.

r. of.' desired" characteristics to' s€FVB ,ds cri teri in .evaluating '

1" 'materi al s.1
:g:

range, of-

one stepoutsi{. tnAividuals who have sp"ecial kno$ledqe on
ta

the topic as

,l

F
lttr'



v ii' i. i r\ r -' l&

in the development and evaluatibn process of curricular materials (p. ''
; ' ..:

78). The Educational: Products Information Erchanqe (EPI!) Institu-te"

Esgii Hti, Sa,- tgig* furtlier supported tfre ilitial step of establidhing '.

criteria. IU/recormenU.O a, u firit'.step, in selection and eva'luation
/-./.' ; :, '. i.ot magertF ls,, "a Systema.tic statement of criteria, co:operatively

. '. I € -,'.

' developgdo tp. l0):-The EPIE is ''giconsortiun formed fof thb pur:pose of

l regear:,thing anO prepai-'irig instruments' for sdlecting materials 'for

/-l:curr:icula.,"A si:milar project developed'in Canada, The- Canadian Exchange
/l

,fo/, instructional l'laterial s . Analysis - (i'ggZ.) proviiled' a format for
i?)

describing, the relationsh,ip between euriiculum design and materials.''l---- -: -.'J. - )- I ;. " .ithit f ormat i s used by the Mi.ni stry of Educati on i n Brri ti sh Col umbi a .

f 
'\,\ -:- f:. - . ,. " ,;+ . ,,, ,/ ".' ,,

,i Ttre Cqnadian Exbhange for Ins.tructtblgt Maternials Analysis'provides for
(

. Oiicr,ip3ive informati-on about ,.t-he curr'iculumr design of -Ieafning-
.. .:

. 6 .-' !

f€SOUf-CeS.,'',..' " 
, '

r Alth-oijgn 'descrinti't1ri. toirrits and' 6valuative criteria were useful,

\).{..*

rd'

'fl

'' t'o" '

' ..€7ir' FF7'1"
l' , ,- '

:r{'

the. need.for a jsystematii frarreworf ,bf textbook anaiysis remained'
't

Howqven, ,,as Tillotsoh (1982) pointed ou! 
{h3re 

continued to...1itr,,t
5.

paucity, ' of 
' 

Published " wgrk' or 
formal 

- cl"assifiqation s"9hemes.
- _j

Conqequently, hi,s r6,ork has been 'valuable in sUmmarizing and -assessing
.,:+-

the most'prevtlbnt methods of 'evalugtton* of curiicular material.

- t!ltolson anilysed 23. approaches..to eiig.ss.ing olea.rning materoials and

' . : 'r.'-- . ',ifren' claSsifreo tnese,apploaches into: five categofii,es:' che"ckl ists'
_..,,. ..;, .,,i . | ..

. : " I t.--!!--

.weighted ratihg scalds., annotative questionnair€!r cornbination

t'
instruments, and aesthetic responqes (p. l6). Because he used his

:
' r lt

analysi s ' 'tp' devel op an approach to the sel ecti on ,of resources ' for

. elementar:y social 's'tudies l,in ;British columbih,:, his work d.gserves

lcarriful attent!on for this, study-
, .,. ,:. .;...-t:_

. A, E,.
'



'*

:It' ' ''-.|9t\ tr't
it i'lotson,i checkilstxethod fequirOd a. s'imple checkmark respoflse

jr

it of questi6ns. .about the. t€ixtbgo,f.. It has .,gr t'ye5lno'l answer to a--se / rn 

-
t. proveo..slmpre go use but may be insufficiently incisive, particu-lar'ly"

FS

. for'.content artalysis.;Aiiother method that T-illotson descfibed was the
L

weighted rating scale tyPe *of.' instrument, basi,cally a modified

, checklist method in which a lett€i, lnumber or symboJ was psed to denoie
...

, th; rever o'. 'quut i ty oi a parti cur ar topi c accordi ng to' .a' speci f ied

q criteria. .Aoki,, 
tJil'liams, ind |'J]tfon (1977:l 'prov'ided 

-this 
exampltt"?t

the weighted'rat'in9 scale type of instriiment for the' use of socia'l

studi es teachers i n Bri t.i sh col umbi a to gse i n ex'ami ni ng prescri f .d,.';:* i
Ll
!
'l I

:, ,! '
textbookg.

t_-,.

Challenges stude4

Is interesting to

j:ftts with coulrs€ outlrine

, Has,:apprnoPri ate readi ng level

to think

tudents

Code:

(Assessment'

-

'/

-_ <_.-_ 
. 

_,

(,1'): Poor ,ft| ,U'nsati sfactorY

(4) Good (51. Excellent

(3) Sat'isfactorY

:
!.

1977, Vol . 3, Fnrt ?, Table 2-44, P. 55)
'-

:.n
a- : f

;t.

t.

' i. t

TiIIotson pointed out, however, that one Of the maior: dis-.
.\.

.r',Q

,. advantages oflthe ueighted type of instrqment u,as the lack of provisiln
:(

for conments about the material (p. 2l). Annotative analysis supposedly

overcame this difficulty. In this approach the gvaluator used'hi:5. own

':
*ordq to explain in, aetitl how:the yatelials:qnder'examination met an.,

t'

:



I

.: ' -t \ /" I : : ' I :

.)\-,/
Ciiteii. established inuftre - inttiat stage of rthe process. The

. .: . .
annogatrve Eype had the advantage of allowing the.evaluator in'depth

' analysils'and Careful explanattg? -o!:rationale. By provjding an 'i'nitial
L :'

set of conmbn criteria some" degree of obiectivity yas maiRtained"
rF.

, llowever, 'there ,are djsadvantages to annotative eva:luation. The
!|:'l'

lengthy report, cgrmon with the annotative style, required considepable

cprmitmgnt gf time. ' ltloreover2,. evaluators ' inevitab-ly F€sponded to
tr '\

srlg'gested crj ter]a frol thei r o*t perspecti ve'* Therefore "objecti vi ty"

Hds compromtsgdT:fnis is a pnoblem'in virtual.ly al'l types of evaluaticil
'I' schemes. However, in dthe annotative system th\criteria questions "or

t' 
statemen.t5 qre typicat Iy 'open-ended an!, not al specif ic as in otfet

types and thus the o6iectivity problem is greater'
'- 1i

which combines elernents of the checklist, rating scale, and annotative
'-, - -. '

schem€S. For example, ,an evaluator could assess the stated criteri4 on"

\' t::
\. -!r- ---^!-r:.,^ ^^*a-*a /l

a fiVe-point lcate but,:,then in addition, *r'ite annotatjve corrunentsl. Ag

-:'
.i

Tillotson concluded, i
t'

-. .* . | ---!L ^.c' rL^ ^^-k.i-a.Fiaa incfntrmanfC

- r.esuiti?rtim thd use of 'up t9 -t_hre_e 
tyjes.of , .,l/,

'-niiyses on, one . textbook, th.us-. al lowiqg ,;for" . !h* :1. \ ':al
speei and objectivity. of checklist- 5od+atdn!- ;[ii.t,-.ort ;i;; retiining some ,of 

-J].t in-depttt
, cofor"nis or annot-ative resp-onse;' '(P'. 77)' ,u ' ': ' " :

-' 
^t -., 

't 
j'

":The.disadv,antageisthatrating*scalesandannotationiaredjffer:ent.r
..1 .'

.bj

,t'.n

' particularly.v{hen applied to diverse subiect areas.

The assessment techni'ques discussed above provide data on general'

, eyaluative frameworks,: However, :it is necessary to identify specific ' ,.

, , anatysrs criteria {or the framework, One technique for identlfying such ','',,

criteria is through the use of outside individuals kirowledgeable on the

Tins\i
'.ti

'"+
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.lluseumsdepartrrents and agencies'such as ExtGrnal Affairs, th2National



i

1

' elot'c
'iJ7'."..-4

ofcanadaand.the'igc|"iifeallbeeninvolved
.l

dj,stributing curriculum materia.ls. Tomkins reporli that in' 1gqg tlq

r in Britis.h Columbia speculated that other:Deputy Minister of Educatiot- i .

, mi ni stri es ,and outsi.de agenci es iuere col lecti vely' spendi ng , more money

on curuiculum development tlian tras his own (p. 412).
,: ' :

In lgTg Werner's Curriculum eanada, '(1979) which .included a.-
.a

,status iryort on curi"culum research and,devqlopment ih Canada at that

'a
.AssessmenE or ,Social :studies' in. lr,|anitobE, l9B3-B-4n detailed the

. F l 't 
t ! ! l rr I- t-

tg
-0., establishmenr or a do:tnu uormittee on Evaluatilon which lists as a term

of reference: "providing for the cor,rsideration of publ ic, ins.titutional
"s .tI ond organizational. concerns ana pr.oviding for the reflection ofithese

: 
,.,,. 

.'r ']1, '.
].....n']r:eco[mended.patterftsan.dpriocedures.1(p.I6)'.].

, ,/ .,
. i -",i ,' ,,development pccurred inr Britilh .Collunbi,a in 1977,' At that time the

l: Lti " 
.i l.linist:"y ^of Educatior. for British Coluinbialponsored in. assessrent of

,-"..=I_-r_r.:,
,.. .9 .t'i

{

t

) 'time. Bonneau,' writi'ng about Mdnjtoba, .noted a"greater involvement ot

" the commun'ity i n i ts dchool,s and i n the deci si ons. on what .i s to be

f - 
- -. :taught: and to whgm, resulting in the development of schoql programs '

F!;
sen5iti ve tq the- need of .t'he, speci fi c educati onal -envi,,ronment. In

.l r
'. Saskatcher.*an, Johngon reported that the Miirister of Education had u 19y

ingonbroadcurriculumissueq,andlay
& . P t ,'.

representati ves si tti ng on Some program devel opment cornm:i ttees "

r"Fur.ther, Department Steering Committees,included representation fiom :

o'"-:i

the.,business and labour sectors and cultural .hnd patrriotic "groups. For

. ,Albertar , Krawchenko, Paradis, l'sommerfeld, ' and 'van t{anen recognized a

:

. ^:''strong . polriticil factor in . curriculum development ,and stqted ,'that,
'J..,,populdr demaiid,initiates new curriculum!'I (p.' ll7). The more reqent

a

ttl



I,' I i "
r)ol -r

,i uo'-23
't
t"

, I - -!-r^ --cB,C. social ! stu6iei to discern t,he, viewpoints. of public groups

' '-l
concepning the natu:re of social studies. The introduction'cIear'ly

i-' 
* ''1

acknowledg€s" lttrat the report plesuPPolgs' that there i's a pl ace for

puUtii expre$sion of op'inion in schooJ'prog.rams. The nubli.c 'in this

rEport- represented four distinct .groups of which the general public,
\/r\/

.e qnsti tuied, ' lsne. The report ^pb'intFd gut that : uvi ewpoiints ,,become
D:.-l'

evaluative information that can assist those involved :in making

' rndpn{nrr 'tha -direction 'Lnd oCibl studies'decisions.c,oncer1ing.thedirecti.on,.andnatur90f,,si

prbgrams" (p. I ). L :

:.# i.

i 
=- 

t .'t'it, i' oublfg iny6lVement'but recogn?zed the rtil.atively new impacti of publ'ic
'r t / r : ' 1 .''

suggestiiins. It concluded that, "there was general agieement'that
. : : 

: '' : 
- ' i- ,'. .t'\' , t-r--.-

teache'rs, Studqrts, and parents should be iointly invOlVed in dec'isions
,\;

'r.

csncerning social .studtel curr:iculutRn' (p' l0l )'

\. I

ouiTnat in a period of budget restraint such as has been the case in'
j

:

British,Columb'ia in the- 19805, " ittractive, wptl organtzqd qnd often'
Lt n :

'

free packages have. becO'me.more 
'popular. But Tomkins conclgded that

clear need exJsts to document the ext.ent Qnd impact of:'such materials -
.l

'i

(p. 413:). The l9Tl:British Columbia social studies aSsessment"c\aut'ioned
-L ir'' 

"- l a _::

that,: r
I 1,I...

r-' r j.

...,.Theapparehtinter:estby.allpubli.csinacknbw-.l
, Iedgi.ng thi, noqi on ot 

-"poi nt 5f ti;\t :i n : soci al \' 
'

conceptuii-ind'.-e'ipf''idaf..iesearehregar{ing..th9\
publits.variousviews,andhow.suchYi.:H,arebest
iniorpotated into such'prggqams (p.' '100),' , ' i i -.

, I ttf lson,' re,assessed, ,the, .1977 8[itish, col'umbia Social \Stuuies',I . , .. ';-,r''' - . '-..

asseisrneilt' ln .an . ar:ticle 'inl 1984. He crirroborateC the o'ptgina!
.,i

?v!rvvr

. The l questlon- of the value .ino'".objectivi.ty ;of .th|,s..public
t't

i.nvolvement swings from strong .support to condemnation. T.omfinis pointed



.n\.. \.. 
r . ., |$

t.

concl usions nV ieifftrming lhat "there i i q'lqays a neeil
,9
i:.t;:

profes'sional,and public participation in the assessment plocess"

^  Ia'f IJLt . 4'e

e4

for

(p:

" .Cont.inued public involvement'in future curricu'lum decisio"ns was

I ' 
! 

"- '

suggested by a national forum of post "secondary education held in

paskafoon in 0ctober,, 19p7.'Busipess leaders and labor spokesmen and
:,

..r'l

conmunity qctivists joined academic representglives in discus'sing the
/a---

future of'qducation into.the 2lst Century in Canadian post secondary

1 .' .: .- .,/. :t, tvidence of pub.lic involvement in an: hrea as spgcific as Aslan or :

1.&
\

! .' Japanese studies is more difficul't to .ident'ify. This is. because growth
::-r

c

in this',fieId is so' recept, However,' tlt. limited Iiterdtfure available
/i qives a clear 'message. Ther Japan/U.S. 'Textbook Study Proiect

'+' reconrnended ih. rr. of experts on Japan as opppsedto or in coniune.tid.n 
.

" ' with'curricuium develofgrs in preparrng materials (I. 546). They note

t-.: that the . emphasil on ,''the adsthetics 'of ..textbook product'ion, I.qvish

'institutions. ,;'='

' :i .' i '

ill"ustrations for- exampl'e, r'esults 'in

- content expeits' 
_

,a

t'
.l

I

.ip

a f ai l ure ' to I c6nsirl tr Propet
' j..

..:
book, Wor,ld,Hiitory,-'Patterns'1if

':r

-i.iIi]:tlttio.q,]fo."drawing.uponareaspecialistsf|I:bac|stoua]'.n,o[..
ing a substantial contribution

toschoo1-lev.e-Tstudy.ofAsia...'......
I 'J

E :, I - i

t

Japan,JapanNearby,'(l987),publishedbytheFacultyofEducatien

: th'e Uniiersity: of,' gFiiish Columbia, was the 'first book in a series i',

' i -r^--r lf
developed through international cunriculum development, It was i r€su,.,

'.,{'r,'''"'

tfiree countries in 'the Pacifi'c Rlm, Canada',' lof cooPeration between .



:

\r." a I
.lI

!\
te

Japan, and Australia, and a project of.the Pacific Circle Consortium

fqf . Educi'tion. Anastas't'ou,, who wrote the "foref{ord) aO the book,

, confirmed, that numerous outside' resourcd indiviau{f s e consulted in

the preparation of the text {personal cormunica/ion, Septernber ?4,
b

.t:

€.:
-\.er

1{187). )Beyond educationa'l expel ts, the op'inj,6nsr' of business an'd

I

gov.ernment leaderq wer*e sol.iCite{ for 'the conten! Of the, book. ,,-, -:' -' ^ 'l ' ihe -accurfiulated i:nformation. from the review of -literature
, " 0,,

tdi e.s. curri'cul um: grovided dir.ection,fgr this St[dy on Japanese stt

nd other curricular materials on Japan, dP€develdpment. Textbooks a

incqeasing. However,'.it is noted that , this,*growth has not been

-t

rccgmpanied by research. The-T56is of establishing J
't

i shi ng ,Japanese contgnt andacc.
lei

assessing quality has not been exhaustively'examined.: These questions

become'"wen nore critica}when it is: recognfzed that a large flercentage,nt::'
$

'of curri cu.!.3r materi al s are ethnocentri c' Further' the almqst total

dependincy ' of " stude-nts , and 'teachers on iextbooks 'and other 
,--r ---

prestr.uctureit curricular.resource,s suggests tliat "morg research into the
;:

qrialitV and conf,ent bf ,Japanese stu{ies mlterjals is mandatglV*.

. ' , ' The Fesearch focu.s for this stu$V atiempts, to address the abgve
'

.a

concerns. ' Br,r,ti sh lol umbi a. hi gh-sghogl soci al studies textbooks v{ere

: d \..

analysed to 'te,terrqine Japanese- content. Recognizing 
.lhe'pauqity',but

importance of research examining the,,perceptions of inter3stei publics'
....a-

,this. stud{:inql,uded the soligitation of' opinions" from interested and
l--; ( .b,.

knonledgeable public individuals. The opinfons' of ;these people''!ll : of
iV

l\

whom were tamr llar wI' apdnr 'S€FVed
.,F./

as the , cri teri a for textbook ,/ \./
'\

assessment. The system of a\alysis was based ,on ah adaptati on

Anal ysi s
l.- :"-. ",

Clnrdian
.a

for rn

of' ,thq

( r e87)

l-lig,istrj
l

i onal l'lateri al s


