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\\ N ?j.g -f’hn. o RecommendatﬁonS-nk e

| \\\\\E? ~ This thesis presents information on the status of Japahese
stu ies 1n the h1gh school social stud1es courses of §r1t1sh Co]umb1a. -
The data summar1zed in Chapter 5 encourage a, number of recommendat1ons;
desxgned to expand and nnprove dapanese contef;t and quahty 1n the'
social . tudlef courses .British Columb1a h1gh schoo]s. Three‘
perspect1ves w111 be, cons1dered In the f1rst 1nstance, recommendathons ‘
requ1r1ng a m1n1mum 1nvestment of t1me, effort and f1nances aref”
proposed The 1ntent of these suggest1ons is to make the bes;\use of -
ex1st1ng resources Beyond th1s, proposals are made wh1ch requ1re some..
N commitment of t1me and fund1ng commensurate w1th a move towards greater
R Japanese content 1n the classrooms and textbooks of - the Br1t1shr
lﬁ, Co]umb1a h1gh schoo] soc1al stud1es courses Flnally, 1h recogn1t1on of

the documented 1mportance of Japan to the next generat1on ‘of Br1t1sh

Columbians. a number,of substant1ve proposa1s are deta11ed

e o

Recommendat1ons Ut11fz1ng Ex1st1ngﬁResources _?"

A

| This paper has 1dent1f1ed ex1st1ng«resources wh1ch conform to the‘
) ‘; opinions of the research subJects and wh1ch educate ch11dren about
Japan., The latest Br1t1sh Columb1a curriculum gu1de allows teachers_’ ‘
latitude in emphas1zing and expand1ng content areas..Ih this sense, the';f
framework for Japanese stud1es can be sa1d to ex1st The key factor 1s,

awareness. Educators wishing to 1nc1ude greater Japanese content in

their teaching must be made aware of the present resources eva11ab]erfh S

f% and the quality of these resources. For examp\e, a modest out]ay of |
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»icapttal and t1me cou d result in the preparatlon of an annotated N

J

ib1bllography Spec1f1cally deta1l1ng presently ava1lable ‘resource
T mater1als for Japanese stud1es at each grade level Slm1larly, afscopef
and sequence chart devoted exclus1vely to Japanese studTes could be’

,.‘prepared This chart could outl1ne content and sequence for the Study-T

=

of Japan, ut1l1z1ng the prescr1bed textbooks and courses of study
7 presently in use In this way, a teacher or school could present ad

systemat1c program of Japanese stud1es throughout the hwgh schoolsf

~ years.

NS

x A recurr1ng theme throughout the evaluat1on and the summary andl
conclus1ons sect1ons is the»1n1t1at1ve requ1red’by teachers who w1sh to f
;teach about Japan The above proposals may help to 1nsp1re and majnta1n

v?that 1n1t1at1ve by clearly deta1l1ng what is. ava1lable, the. qual1ty of

Bt SUT

"'that ;mater1al and a framework for us1ng lt. D1ssem1nat1on of theﬁi

information outl1ned in th}sathesws will proVide some'gU1dance for
professlonals wiShing‘to utilize existing Japanese content. and thus
| lmprove the state of Japanese studies in British Columbia. o

Recommendat1ons Requ1r1ng Some Comm1tment of Ilme ‘and Funds .

The l1terature rev1ewed for th1s study 1ncludes deta1ls on the ¢
- British Columb1a government s 1n1t1at1ve to upgrade the core*%oc1al,
studles curr1culum and thus place greater emphas1s on the Pac1f1c R1m.

' S1gn1f1cant funds have been allotted for Pac1f1c R1m educat1on and it

;‘,iTs reasonable to assume that some of these funds w1ll be ava1lable for="'

the advancement of Japanese stud1es. w1th th1s in m1nd a number of
'[fmore substanttve recommendat1ons are possible. The discuss1on of the‘

data in Chapter 5 pomts out the 1ncons1stency of Japanese studies‘
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. materialffrom’one year to thevnext‘ A;good start is made on'Japanesej

'h1story 1n Grade 8 wh1ch tapers off in Grade 9 and does not- re- emerge”%'

. ~
L d .

= S1m11ar]y, Japanese Canad1an re]at1ons beg1n in Grade ]0 but areg'

Jnot expanded in Grade 11. Such comments support Bullard s (1986),h

¢ <

: ‘._comment :that Asia fcontent tends to be fragmented and lacking'

,cont1nu1ty w1th some 1n1t1at1ve and fund1ng these shortcom1ngs cou]d

' be corrected €lrriculum gu1des can be amended to requ1re a systemat1c;'

‘jfand sequent1a1 study of Japan from ‘Grade 8 through 12, Th1s does not
| 1mp1y an 1ncrease;of t1me devoted to Japanese stud1es at the expense of.

other top1cs but rather 4 more def1n1t1ve 1nc1u51on of Japanese stud1es

within the w1de open framework deta11ed in Chapter 5. Further, Japanesegaf;'

'; content should appear cons1stent1y at each grade 1eve1 and bu11d

‘sequentially from one year to the next. For example, the h1story Of s

Japan cou]d be d1v1ded over four years w1th the f1fth year emphas1z1ng

:the 1nterre1at1onsh1p of past to contemporary Japanese character1st1cs

A study of Japanese geography could beg1n in Grade 8 and move smoothly‘,

§

1nto economy and Japanese Canad1an re]at1ons over the h1gh school’

"‘,_fyears. CuTture could be d1scussed w1th1n each of the top1cs above w1th'

‘ 1ncreas1ng“emphasiSfron how fore1gners can best - interact w1th the

5Japanese for mutual]y benef1c1a1 progress

I \
L]

h

As m1d leve] recommendat1ons 1t would be too much to suggest thé

'3*development of new«textbooks. However, as the results of th1s study

"Vpoint out there are very few excel]ent resource books ava11ab1e wh1ch :

"conform to the cr1ter1a of the research subJects T?

' fRecommended texts are spread over vary1ng ab1l1t1es and .topfcs A

ftnghly;

compromise to support 1ncreased Japanese content 1n the cur 1cu1um_=
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guides could be a series of booklets. These booklets COuld’supplementi.f

_’é

‘Teachers could shift from text to‘booklet for the Japanese content

section of the course.. The: booklets could be produced locally and o

o

. the "préScrtbed texts presently in use and correct def1clencles.

- relat1vely ineXpensively Consequently, they could be wr1tten to‘

conform to the d1st1nct1ve ‘needs  of Br1t1sh Columb1a h1gh school

'°"students as 1nd1cated by the subJects 1nterv1ewed in- th1s research

| Another recurr1ng concern w1th those texts that d1scuss the

Japanese economy and Japanese Canad1an relat1ons 1s how qu1ckly the -

":sstat1st1cs become outdated By produc1ng separate booklets on each off

”_economy is only one small part. »7:"_ .

the top1cs, those ‘that became obsolete over time can be replaced‘

w1thout a great expend1ture of cap1tal and the rest can remam 1'nf

. T

2
s -

&

_'Recommendat1ons of a Substant1ve Nature

c1rculat1on Th1s 1s an advantage over a textbook 1n wh1ch the Japanese\;

If - fund1ng were ava1lable beyondv“that Fegulred:‘for%’the |

| :suggest1ons above, or changes were to be cont1nually 1mplemented over a
long per1od of ‘time, then recommendat1ons w1th far reach1ng-“

1mpl1cat1ons for Japanese studies could be cons1dered In:reallty, such j

_,changes are more a case of degree*than substance. For example,kas an

f' opt1mum resource, a packet of mater1als for each grade level could be;

L@

‘f._developed but employmg a cons1stent theme at each grade level ”‘I_"n,
igGrade 8 students could be 1ssued a b1nder of materlals onj%he h1story,'f
"geography, culture, economy, and nature of Japanese-Canad1an relat1ons

rappropr1ate for a student about to v151t ‘Japan for the f1rst tlme..At |

- .the‘ Grade lorglevel the depth of coverage of these topics couldl.
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o increase 50 that the b1nder or packet i$ more app11cab1e to students

&

’T“ 1nvolved 1n a regu]ar exchange w1th Japan F1na11y, at the sen1br h1ghv ;,;f
1evel ' the packet of resource mater1als could present{?the var1ous |
top1cs from the perspect1ve of a v1s1t1ng government off1c1a1 or"

»‘perspect1ve bus1nessman. Th1s f1na1 packet cou]d para]]el d1rect1y'
dos1ers prepared by government and public eff1c1als for overseas tradef ,f'

;m1551ons and d1plomat1c delegat1ons By ut111z1ng a packet or b1nder;,"

B format,: pages can be added or de]eted as requ1red and a]low the
‘material to keep up- to-date with deve]opments and; the 1atest,

“'hstatist1ca1 data. ; S

‘q“

- Teacher Support v;, e f AP ,=»;.

Transcend1ng a]l fevelsrrof"suggested :changes in the‘iBrttish;
‘V Co]umb1a soc1al stud1es h1gh school courses, fs —tﬁe' concernf‘overlft
rteacher expert1se. The ana]ys1s of the curr1cu1um gu1des cons1stent1yi
’iupo1nted out. that even where time is ava11ab1e for 1ncreased Japanese7
:content, it requ1res a teacher w1th some background and know]edge 1n?.
"Japanese stud1es In ut111z1ng ex1st1ng resources as. out11ned at . the -
A,beg1nn1ng of th1s sect1on, teachers can depend on those resources-

- w1thout hav1ng to look further af1e1d However since curr1cu1um gu1des»j“'
.do not provide spec1f1c data on top1cs, once the curr1culum gu1des are , °
.'altered to 1ncrease Japanese content and 1ntroduce new resources then |
| the teacher, by necess1ty, accepts greater respons1b1l1ty for content

‘In addressing this problem it would be unrea]1st1c to expect teachers
:to learn the comp1exities of Japanese h1story, cu]ture, geography, ‘anhd

:;economy, at least in the short term waever, teacher workshops couldg\

',f,‘concentrate on methodoldgy, that 1s,; on how best to ut111ze new’ ’
E . o Bt TR -
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"jmaterlals such as the booklets. descr1bed above for th1s degree oF
- curr1cu1um change. In th1s way the lack of teacher expert1se 1s ;

"'[ addressed by stress1ng methodo]ogy as opposed to factua] content.

“In the 1ong term it- is des1rab1e that teachers do beCome'_ |

'~know1edgeab1e about Japan To this end un1vers1t1es could be encouraged

kS ™

,and subs1d1zed to des1gn educat1on courses devoted to Japanese stud1es.:-*

ur summer. courses covering Japanese h1story, geography,

"-g’culture, and economy (1nc1ud1ngoJapanese Canad1an re]at1ons) cou]d be

¢

offered Teachers comp]et1ng the course wou]d be 1s;ued a d1ploma(
: is1gn1fy1ng expert1se in Japanese stud1es
For teachers 1n rura] areas w1thout easy access to post secondary'

S 1nst1tut1ons,i un1vers1t1es and government could work together to‘-

: ;fproduce a ser1es of v1deo tapes cover1ng the proposed course “content.,

rThe tapes, cou]d 1nc1ude e1nterv1ews with recogn1zed experts :inf”f'
1nd1V1dua1 areas Perhaps these experts could be persuaded to complete" T
a lecture circuit throughout the prov1nce “to. d1ssem1nate their» h
k;niknowledge f1rst hand | | | |

| = F1na11y, cons1stent w1th oUtside: corporate ‘inVO}Vement’ in 't,\r*‘

‘curr1cu1ar mater1als product1on, compan1essew1th an- 1nterest in‘

-t

B expandlng Japanese contacﬂt m1ght be persuaded to fThance a ser1es of

v1deo tapes ut111z1ng Canad1an ch11dren in. Japan. Each tape could"
'S tress one of the top1cs 1dent1f1ed by “the research subJects."
f§}01t1mate1y, these tapes could act as a supplemental resource materia]

Z”ffAdd1t1ona1 D1rect10ns afue« - vi,- . S ,t ‘f{] f C -

anguage. Two more toprcs ra1sed by the research subjects need to |

bé addressed in th1s recommendat1on sect1on the question of the study
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of the Japanese language and the place ‘of Japan in the context of

",_Pacific Asia The Japanese language curriculum gu1de 1ssued by the
‘ British Columbia Ministry of Education ‘encourages a . ﬂqﬂ\;topic

‘approach to learning Japanese The ‘study of Japanese culttze‘ history,f‘

and geography 1s - seen as enhancing - language acquisition. Although .

language study and soc1al studies are separate subJect areas they are.

»eyr;'“rnot mutually exclu51ve. Thé resourpe material analysed for this prOJect,,

could supplement language tra1n1ng Similarly, some language training;

could be 1ncluded in soc1al studies courses on Japan Con51deration o

’could be given to 1ntegrat1ng ‘the two subJects more closely S0 that'
social studies-students learn the fundamentals of the Japanese language

" and language"students learn’thencultural‘milieu in uhiCh=the-Japanese“

‘language;is used.

i Extension to Other Pa01f1c le Countries Japan is but one of,'
< : @ .
LCanada s Asia-Pac1f1c neighbours\\lhe recommendations above couldl be

| expanded to 1nclude all of the na fons of the A51a-Pac1f1c region A
A -

: four-region apphoach cou]d be uséﬁ representing JapaqP China, the newly -

N

:~41ndustr1alized countries of South Korea, \Hong‘ Kong, Taiwan,, and AR

Singapore, and the ASEAN nations of Malay51a, Thailand, ‘IndoneZia,g’
'Brunei, and the Philippines. However, 1t should be carefully noted that

l"‘ : such an expansidn would require a series of studies on each nation of

Lthe Asia-Pacific region. Such studies could use th'lS research as a o

guide and examine what is most de51rable to learn on . each particular -

' natlon and the extent and quality of resources presently available on f:

that nation."“‘
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This chapter has presented a seraes of recommendatlons fon.
,

Japanese/ studies in 'Br1t1sh Columb1a hlgh school soclal studles

classrooms These recommendatlons range from awareness and utilwzatlon
, P " .

}of what is presently ava1lable, to the des1gn and lmplementat1on of 'f.tmf”

'ent1rely new resources The recommendat1ons are summar1zed in Appendlx |
,;B By 1mplement1ng one, several, or “all of these 1deas it is 1ntended
k]

- that Br1t1sh Columbta h1gh school students w1ll be better informed

;‘about Japan. In addition, th1s study has attempted to identify crltlcal,,?

'top1cs for 1nclus1on 1n a Br1t1sh Columb1a soc1al stud1es h1gh school i

"curr1culum focussed on Japan This was accompl1shed through 1nterv1ewsi

‘with knowledgeable 1nd1v1duals in buS1ness, pol1t1cs, and academlcs

Their ‘comments contr1buted to the establ1shment of criteria forfif¢~

~eXamin1ng exist1ng resources .1n4 Japanese ’studles Analys1s ofﬁ o

—Vfcurr1culum gu1des,. textbooks,' and supplemental~ resource mater1al

‘presently in use in Br1t1shAColumb1a h1gh school soc1al stud1es courses

=

ifprov1ded the framework for assess1ng the state of Japanese studles in

, BPltlSh Columb1a high, schools F1nally, recommendat1ons for changes in f

T

Japanese stud1es were offered It‘Ts hoped that the data collected -

'through this process, and presented in th1s study w1ll prov1de ‘a .

’framework for curr1culum development\ 1n Japanese stud1es w1th the

ult1mate obJect1ve of. prepar1ng the next geLerat1on of British - .

Columb1ans for the1r future role in deal1ng w1th the 1sland nat1on oflf‘s

.Japan. ;g_



