CHAPT'R I

INTROTUCTION

Chjective

In April 1966, 2 team of ten final year rural siream students,
of the Department of Eoconcmics of the University of Yalaya im Kuala
Lumpur, undertock a field research survey inte the socio-economic
aspects of Sekinechan, in the disitrict of Kuala Felenger, BSelangor.

Each of the students was allocated a mpecified field of etudy. The
writer carrfed ocut thie survey with the following objective:

‘Te study the wvaricus aspeots of marketing of farm producte
from the producers' perspective in Bekinchan with a viev for improvement.

Information was sought mainly on preduct, production, supply,
selling, prieing, financing, grading, oleaning, drying, packing, storing,
weiching, handling, trsmsporting, risk-taking an?! market information.

Definiticn of !arketing

There are as many definitions of marketing as there are of
eccnomios.

Some people define markcting simply as the bueiness of
buying and sellinge But this can only be acoomplished in the presence
of people with -oney and desire to buy and rell.

For the purpoes of thie su: vey, marketimng can be defined as

covering all business aoctivities necescury to effeot trams’ers in the
owmership of goods an. to provide for their physieal distridution.
It embracez the entire group of esrvices and funocticne performed im
the distributicm of goods from producer to comsumcr, exoluding only
operations relating to changes in the form ofgoois normally regarded
ag prooes:ing or mamufacturing operation.

The variour methods by vhich these services are rendered, to-
gether with the performance of the marketing functions, are necessarily
integral part of the subjeot of marketing.

Method of Survey

This survey, it ocould be said, was based on opmmodity
aprroach which includes all the basic functions and to a certain extent
the inmtitutional approach as well. But it needs to be stressed here
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that in this survey much more eumphasie wae placed on producers' view
point rather than the wholesalera' or retailere'! or consumers': it
includes all the important aspects of marketing froms produsers
parepective,

The field work carried out was on a Blook basis. This
exercise ir o rtudy of marketing of farm producte from the producers'
perspective, in Rlook 84, fekinchan.

The method of upproach was as followst

(s) 1loocate Bloock 84 with the help of Rekinohan Irrigation
Arsa Hap,

(») leocate the houses of some of the farmers owning as
well as operating lots in Blook 84, The sain source of
irformation was the Pite B list, prepared partly by the
pilot su:vey ocarried out some time earlier and partly
by'ﬁheraeeoag and final year students during the first week
of the mtay.

@) Carry out the survey by visiting pome of the houses
located in (b). During each visit interview was made with
the farmers, information obtuined anl data collected.

No sampling syetem was adopted.

(d) Carry out the survey by visiting eone of theﬁcta in
Blook B4, during whoh interviews were conducted with the
farmers, information obtained and data collected as in
(e)s Agein no sampling system was adopted.

(e) Vieit two vegetable dealers in Sekinmchan in order

to obtain the average gross profit made by thea par kati of
produce and other miscellanecus informaticns ocomcerning
narketing,

(£) Visit the long Yip Cooperative Rice ¥ill Boociety Ltd.,
Sekinochan, for certain specifioc infroraticn or for clearing
certain doudbts regarding the marketing of padi,

(g) Visit twe provision shope, whore owncre are aleo the
prtVntJﬁheslera, t0 clear points about "financing" and
marketing of padi. :

xﬁb, to-ether with a group of second year students, etayed
nearly thres weeks in Bekinchan. During the firat week, we carried
out the Cenrus Purvey of Padi Farm im Sekinochan (Tanjong Yarang Farm
Survey Phiece V)§ after which only the second year studente continued
with the Census Burvey; while the final year students were allowed
t0 concantrate on the graluation exercise.



In carrying out the above stages of research, oontacte were
made with Chinese farmers, Kalay labdourers; vegetable dealers, shop-
keepere /private padi dealers, some committec mem‘ers of long Yip
Cooperative Rice Will Soociety Ltd. fekinchan, lerry drivers, handlers,
D.I,N, inspectory; D.1.D. overseer, junic agricultural aseistant,
livestock fareers and others.

Soope of Investigation

A total of 2% farmers were interviewed and seven types of
farm products studied. The farm produets chosem were padi, ohili,
long beans, ladies finger, pumpkin, maige and eweet potato. The
investigations were oconfined e the last seamon padi orep (4.e.
roushly between Tume and feptember, 3965) and the last off-season crops
under the system of single oropping (i.e. roughly detween April and
October, 1964)s Teo avoid any misunderstanding the word "last
wapr streesed or uced rather tham the date.

Research work in the field was doume between 16th April, 1966
and 25th April, 1966, a tota! of 10 days. The time allocated for the
su~vey has been roughly divided into three periode. 1Priefly, the
firet day wae devoted to the locaticn of Bloock 84, and the houses of the
farmars} the next 2iy days ¢to the interview of the farmers and the
remaining two duye %o the interview cf vegetable dealers, shopkeepers/
private padi dealers and the comnittee members of the lLong Yip
Cooprrative Rice Y111 Society Ltd., Sekinochan.

Difficul ties Encountered

Mo-t of the materiasl oolleoted was obtained from direct
interviews, During the ocourse of the field investigation, the writer
came aocroes a few ca es of uncooparetive and fieroe farmers, especially
women, and with vhom the writer did net waste any more time and effort
than vere necessary, On the whole there was a high degrae of
cooperative and response, although it must be mo-tioned that Shere
was & general air of suspicion and indifference particularly in the
case of looal vegetable dealers and shopkeepers/private padi dealers.

One of the diffioculties waes in intorviewing the faraers due
to languagze problea, Thie was overcome by interviewing only those
farmers whe were adble to speak s reasonably good celloquial Malay.
Portunately most of the farmere visited oould converee in simple
oolloquial Malay, mainly because they have besn in contact with ‘he
Malay labourers for yeere. The local vegetable dealers and shop-
kecpers/private padi dealers were able tc speak collequial Malay,

Perhare the greatest difficulty wae in contacting the farmers.
Nany of them were not at home in the morning or evening aince it was
a ha voating peried for padi, This difficulty wac solved by visiting
their hiouses in the afternoon or late in the evenin: and also by
going to tha lots in Blook 74 where there were farmers harvesting.



Another difficulty encountered wae in o¢¢llecting the data
on sige of plots, yields, volume marketed, prices and others. This
was mainly due to the fact that farmers did not have any reoords of all
these items, The only sclution left was to rely om their memories.
It cculd be argued therefors that the data are presented with certain
amouvnt of inacocuracies. But, this was the best that ocould be done in
such a situation.

ExperiencesCained

The writer, in the ourse of his survey, came into direct
contact with peeple from all worka of life. Proam Chinese farmers
and Malay labourers te vegetable dealers, shopkaepers/private padi dezlers,
some sommittee meambers of long Yip Cooperative Rice Nill Society Lta.
Sekinohan, D.I.D. inepectior and overseer, secretary of Ffekinohan Town
Council, jumior agrioultur:l assistant; postman, tescbere, nurses and
others, Field work necessitated visits to farmers'! houses and padi
lotes and the writer was thue afforded a chance to observe the conditions
in vhich Ohimese fermers live vhich are quite differemnt from those of
Malay farmere im Yelantan with whioh the writer is very familiar,
The contact and observations made not only enriched the writer's
personal experiemce, but also enadled him %o understsnd better the
eoconomic and eo0ial problems asscciated with Nalayan rural areas,
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