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Before going inte actual study of marketing of farm products
in Elock 84, Seximchan, the writer feels a general asd brief survey
of the area is most essential and should t:ierefore bde presented. This
chapter then examimes the follovwin: two toplosts

(a)

Sekinohar Irrigatica Area

Xieoek 84

Uader this sub-heading, the followin: will bde coneiie-ed:

(a)
(»)
(o)
(d)
(o)
(£)
Location

leocation

Sige

Coemmunications

Agricul tural Produotion and Marketing
Fish Production aaq&arkoting

Livestock Fearing and Marketing

Sekinechan Irrigation Area is part of the Tanjong Karang
Irrigation Area which ie a coastal strip some three miles wide and
adout 27 miles lomg, and 1s bounded by a coastal bund on the wect and
the main irrigatioa canal on the east (See Map 1)s Just t¢ the north-
west of Sekinshan Irrigation Area is Bungei leman Irrigetion Area
whila to the southesast is Sungei Burong Irrigation Area. As ocan bde
seen from Map 2, all these arcas are parts of the whele Tanjong Kurang
Irrigation Area which is im the idstriot of Kuala Selanger, Selangor.

Bise

The whole of Tanjong Yarang Irrigation Area under padi
cultivation is about 315,000 acres, Thie area, to:ether with the
Panchang Bedimas Irrigation Area brings the totalmdi area to 50,000 asres.
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The Bekimohan Irrigatiom Area ie only abeut 4,639 lﬁ!aﬁ.l

This exeludes tho Fettlement Sites A, B, C and Yampong Bagen, town
area and ftate lands.

dap 3} shews the Sekimohan Irrigation Area with the looation
of Settlement Sitee exoept Yampong Bagan. This irrigation area s
divided into 16 Hlocks, beginnin: with Bl and endins with 816, The
oize of sach Bleek waries as Map ) tells us. Tadle ~.1 showe the
number of lois 4im each Bloock. Taoh lot is three -eres in sise,
exoe t those alomg the draim which are four aoree eamch in sise,

TARLE 2,1
KI¥PET AND SIZY OF BLOCKS IN STYINCHAN I RICATION ARTA

[T P 3 B2 -2 % 3 -1 E-3-% F- &1 miinﬁhua-x& et W OB U ORI IR TR S v S T S B S AR MR 1 B RN 0 A SR U e N S K0 SN A N A O S
i
i

Bloox Ne. ?at‘iofi' of Block No. Tbt‘%°§:' of
21 80 89 104
82 80 | 810 104
83 80 211 104
84 80 812 ‘ 104
25 104 813 81
86 104 814 9l
27 104 815 100
<8 104 216 112
Comsunieationg

The oenstruction of drains and dirtributaries and the main
canal in the Sekimchan Irriration Area resulted im the formation of
continuous eaxrth bunde roing straight into the heart of the agriocultural
area, These bunds now form the access artewies of the ares, along
which produce is brousht out for sale, They a: e now surfaced with
either burnt earth or 6" thicknese of laterite, the latter havin- been
found wore satisfaetory than the burnt earth. Theere bunde, howevar,
are not taken care of, with the result that they a e covered with
gracs eave for & narrow path in the middle.

159100 gores if we include the ¥Yampon; Tawah Pund.



The Tanjong Karang-Sabak Bermam Main Read runs in north-west
southeeast direction parallel to Sekinchan Irrigation Area, It is
about half a mile awvay (See Map 3). In addition there iz a tap road which
servee partieularly Site A and lete above oroses bund 3 where it ies
toc far for the rroduce tc be brought to market place or to Sekinchan
dealers.

Table 2,2 gives the acreage under main padl crop for the
years 1960/61, 1961/62, 1962/63, 1963/64 and 1964/65, The laet
column of the abdove tadble shows the average yield per aore, It should
be noted that the average yield per acre for the year 1964/65 is only
541 gantangs or about 27 pikule while in previous years the average ylield
per acre is above 816 gantange or 40 pikuls. The reason is that in
Octobdrl 1964, a system of doudble cropping of padi wae introduced for
the first timee 12 other words the first mein eeason padi under
double oropping was planted rcughly in Kovember 1964 and harvested in
Narch? 1965, Under doudle oropping the average yield per acre
(main padi orop) was lower than that under single oropping, although
the average yield per acre of the two padi orope comdbined wss much higher
than that under single oropping.

Thus the 1064/65 main padi crop was the first mainm reason
padi orop under a system of double cropping which was supposed to be
planted in November and harvested in late February,

TABLE 2,2
ACRTAQGY AWD AV RAQYE YIELDE OF MAIN STASON PADI CRCP FRON 1960/61
TO 1964/65 ~ SEXINCEHAN

VEENBRSSCEMBET NG RNV T W SRS ESC BB PIB0 TR S0 IR0 I S5 W N B W WU RN Y 25 1 TS O 60 55 12 13 9 34 32 55 0 W 1S W IR

Teur | ATon Trrigeted b oront b e (santance)
1960/61 4,000 3,600 850
1961/62 44639 3,630 900
1962/63 44639 3,630 824
1963/64 4,639 3,648 816
1964/65 4,639 3,645 541

S8ourcet Agricultural Station, Tanjong Karang.

IThia waa the time for preparing the land according to
schedule.

Enbat farmers did not fellow the sohefule hence harvesting
extended to April.
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ield
It 4 most likely that the sereage and the aVar&g;ngr scre

uader main padi crop were not much different from that of 19 /65,

From an interview with a D, I.7, lhspecter, it is gathered
that after the first main season padi orop under doudle erepping
asny lote above croess bund 2 were not planted with the firet off-
season padi orop ss instruted. Instead, these lote were planted with
vegetadles, sveet potatoes, yams, malse, etoc. until nsxt main padi
orope To them, inieed, the firast maim season padi orop under double
oropping was actually the usual main padi .rop un'ler single orepping.
Perhape they had already forecasted that a eystem of single cropping
follewed by off-seseon orope would be 'uwch better tham two padi orops
without of ‘=peason Orops,. Se far ithey cculd be =aid to be correct
for most of the faramers did mot follow the instructions given. If they
had followed the imstructions regardimg the time of preparing the land,
the varieties of padi to be planted znd others, they would have
sufficient time for off-season orope in between the two padi crops.
cfurely a triple oropping system is better than & eingle cropping syston,.
Even today moast the farmers do not follow the instruotions given with
the r-=ult that not only s triple cropping system,l is impormible
but alge the yields per acre is low.

TABLE 243
ACRTACE UNDFE OFF-SFASON FRO¥ 1963 «» 196% -~ CEKINCHAN

mmou-n-*nnmw--mmmtc-”uanuanu-“c-un--n
i

Area planted (acres)

Off-season orops

1963 1564 1965
Maise 1,900 2,400 1,000
Vegetables 1,800 1,60C 900
Sweet Potatoes 740 1,200 10
Tapioca 3,200 3,800 2,000
Feladi (Yams) 1,000 8oo 80
Chili 420 360 40
Ginger ) - -
Todaocsoo 100 30 8
Groundnuts 64 30 -

Sources Agrioul tural Statiemn, Tsjong ¥arang.

15 handful of tafmers were suseussful in this triple

- 10 -

cropping system during the first year of double cropping.




Tadle 2.3 gives a rough ides of the extent of off-season
oreps like vegetables etc. grown oa padi lots during single oropping
and dcuble cropping of padis Inm 1964, the farmers could still plant
vegetables eto, Since doudble eropping of padi omly etarted with the
aain season padi crop of 1964/65, thiut wes roughly between Ootoder
1964 and Februsry or March, 1965. In 1965, however, only these
farmere who ocomntinued with single orepping of padi were adle to plant
off=season orops like vegetables eto., imeluding bdut a handful of
farmers who £0llov. the double oroppini: secerding %o regulatiom, The
majority of them, however did not have suffioieat,%o do so. us
the area cultivated under off-neasOR&OpPS Was gres/s\ly reduced compared
to that im 1964, oceupying mestly lotec abeve oross bund 2.

Most of the farmers (Touxhly abcut 907 of the total)
eperate ome lot of three acres eaoh for pedi cultivation, while the
remainder operate either half lot ¢® more than ome lot each, They,
normally cultivated the whole lot with a cembination of three or four
of f~geason orops, thus a plot of one off-season orop was necesearily
very small,

Einoe mariketin:, must bde geared towards the nature of
produstion, the marketing pattern here is typical of the areas with
emall scale production. It is uneconomic for the farmerse to carry their
produce and sell it in Kusla Lumpur marke$ sinoe the tramsport ocost
forms & lsrgar proportion of total earnings than if they were dig
producers. It ie more economical for them to sell iheir produce
to losal dealers who willfthem brinz it %0 meighbouring towvas like
Xusla luspur, Klang, Xuala Selangor, Tanjomg Karang, etc. But then,
exploitation may result. In case of padl, it is eold %o cooperative
rioce mill societies 1td. which then take it to big rice =2ills in
Petaling Jaya where it is milled into rice for eale. A dotail etudy
of marFeting of padi and each of the eix seleoted off-season crops will
he rrezented in subsequent chapters.

Fish Preduction and Karke ting

Roughly about 90f of fresh water fishing in Sekinchan is
only for home comsusption while in mearby Halay areas like Sungei
Leman, %ungei Burong and particularly Sungel Besar, fresh water fishing
is done on a muoch greater scale for sale.

Tn Bekinchan, the farmers seem %0 be more interested in the
production of padi and off-searon orops of vegetables, malse, sweect
potatoes etc. than in the production of fish, As a result, out of
every ten padi lots, there may bé only cme specially dug sump-pond of
a comtiderable eise scomparadble to Haluy arsae. Howgver, inalmost
every let there is one or two small artificial ponde vhioh may contain
fish enoush for heme consumption. The bigger epeocizally dug sump-ponds
are mostly found in lots adjoiming the drainse.

Prom field investigatiom, it is understood that the yleld
per sump-pond is lower mow than during single oropping of padd, The
reason given is that under doudle cropping of padi water can resain
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in the padi fields for a shorter periocd tham before. The yield varies
from as lew as 40 lbs. to 1,000 lbs, per peopnd. Most of the fish
caught are Sepat Siasm (Trishogaster pestoralis), the othere are Keli
(Clarias batrachus) and Baruan (Ophicoephalus striatus). They are
caurht just before harvesting or soom after,

8inoce fish production for eale is engaged by only about
107 of the farumers, it is decided that the marketing of fish is not
to be studied in detail. It suffices to men ion here the pattern of
fish marketing and the prices of dried salted Bepat Tiam.

1 Pish caught on large scale are z0ld mostly to Sekinchan
deal re” (st present two) who then take it to Kuala Luapur, Telok Angon,
¥lang, Kuala Selangor, Seremban and othe towms by lorry. It should

Ye moted in passing that these dealers do not only buy fish’also deal
in other farm products like vegetables, maise, etc. produced in
Sekinchan. Ikan Sepsut Siam are sold im dried and salted form while
Tkan Kell and Earuan are sold alive. Farmers usually carry the fish

to dealrre' shop by bioycle or motor-sycles Dried, salted Ikan Sepat
are put in bamboo daskets while Ikan Keli and Tkan Haruan are put in
separate sinc boxes provided by the delaerss At the shops, Ikan Jepat
ar: graded into Lig variety and small variety.

About 607 of Cepat Biam csught are of big variety.
Occasionally fish, like vegetadbles, mre sold to Yuala Lumpur wholesalers/
retailers through loocal sgents ¥ho may at other times act as merchants.
Some of Ikan Keli and Haruan caught from small artifiocial ponds are
also brought to “ekinchan market place for sale.

TARBLE 2.4
PRICES OF SEPAT SIAM (SALTED AND DRIED) <©OLD IN SrYINCHAN
IN FFBRUARY ANT WARCH, 1966

WD 0 BRI NS IR IS SR T e SUBEBEES RIS EESEESASRBRRSNSRSNERNSERBN
Variety of Prices Price at Pro=| Price at local] Gross profit
Sop:t 8iam | Variation (¢] ducers' level | Dealers' level| made by Local

per kati (g per kati) | (¢ per vati) |[Dealers (¢

per kati)

Big Marisum 60 65 5

¥inisum 30 33 3

Bormal 40 - 44 4
Small Maxiaum 50 55 5

Minimum 25 28 3

Normal 30 34 4

1

Also they buy fish coming from vearby Malay areas.
- 12 -




Livestook Rearing and Marketing

Soms of the farmers bdesides planting padi and oultivating
off-~geason orops of vegetables, sweet potatoes eto. also rear duckm,
hens, pigs eto. However, most of the poultry (including duck) and/or
pig rearers are not padi planiers shough are most likely to cultivate
zome vegetables, sweest potatoes, tapioes, yams, kankong and dbananas
.. beth for sale and ‘or feeding the liveatosk. From what was observed

~ during the Faras caaﬁgg‘Survty.'pig rearing end péultry raising often

go together, theugﬂl’?e camses vher- a rerson specialiszes only in pig

. rearing. If he specisligzes in pig rearing or if he raises some pigs,
- ducke or homs, thcn he i+ most likely te be & aom~padi cultivator,
But if he raisee some duoka or hens, thenm he may operate a lot or half

a lot of padi land to supplement his income.
If the writer werec allowed %0 make & very rou:h estiaatel
of the number of housee engaged in pig rearing and/or poultry
(ineluding duocks) raising, them it wuld be between 49 to 87 of the
total houses im Sevincham. That is to say, out of total 1,060 housee
in the Sites A, B, C and Kampong Bagan, only between 42 to 85 houses
are engaged in pig rearing and 5§r poul try raising.

From the above disoription it is clear that livestoock
rearing is only a small family socale in back yards. Due to the fact
that liveatook rearing ie engaged only by a small percentage of the
farmers, it is decided not to atudy it im detail, It suffices hero
to menticn the general mar¥eting pattern followed and the rrices of
one type cf liveestock, to give an illustration,

Livestooks are sold in the following manneri=

(a) To local dealers who will then take them to Fualae
Lumpur, Klang, Telok Anson ets.

(b) Te dealers coming from Kusla Lumpur and other towns.
(e) Through loecal agente.

(d) To consum-rs in Sekinochan (ducks, hens) in which case
the farmers will have to brimg them on bicyocle either to
market place or to shopkeeperse

(e) To rork stalls in Sekinchan (pigs).

Acocording to one poultry farmer the price per kati is
higher if so0ld to dealers coming from meighbouring towns than that
offered by loocal dealers. This will be se eince one level of merchant
aiddlenen ie bypaszed.

1@%1& rough estimate is based on the writer's gensral
obaervation vhen ocarrying out Farm Census Survey.

- 12& -




TABLE 2.5
PRICE® OF EFE, DUCK ARD G007E SOLD IN SFRINCHAR IN RARCEH, 1966

S T T S S R T 15 3 5 O O 0 O O S O O B S PR T Y r--wu-su:-nuene---
- Types of Price Price (3 per kati) 8% Oress profit by
 Livesteex | Variation | Producers' Toosl Dealers'| local Dealers
L ‘ level lovel (¢ per kati)
Fen Haximus 1.70 2410 40
" Hinisun 1.30 1,50 20
» Formal 1.6C 1,90 30
Ooore Maximua 1.20 1,60 40
" Hininmua 1.00 1e20 20
" Formal 1.10 1.40 30
Duok Haximuas 1.00 1.40 40
" WHinisus 0.80C 1.0C 2C
" Formal 0.90 1.20 30

B)  LLOTK S4

Under this sub-heading, the folloving will be consicereds

(a) Chotce of A Block Study

(v) Location

(¢) Bise

(4) Comauniocations

(e) EStruoture of agriculture

(£) FPish Produotion

(g) Selected Commodities for Detail Study.

Three of us were given this topio, npspecte of Marketing
from Preducers' Perspective” for our graduation exercise. But
each wes given a separalte block to studys the blocke being 52, 23
and %4 The writer wae allocated S4. The reasons for the choice
of these dlocks are that they are pearest to our temporary
resiienoe snd that most of the operators of theas blocks are staying
eithar in 8ite B, or %ite O whioh oen be reached without much

-1} -




diffioulty. The choioce of these blocks does not in any way distort
the picture of marreting system of padi and other produce in Bekinochan
to any appreoiable extent except that the vegetables etc. produced in
815, $14, 516 and 813 are taken by lorry from fields or Site A rather
than the faramsrs dringing their produse to market place or to dealers'
ghope in Sekinchan town as in ocase of 82, S! and 84, In short, the
gene al marketing pattern, even more so the marketing problems faced
by farmere, would be the eane no matier from which blocks the productas
comes Indesd :this dloeck study is me:nt to simplify the work but at
no saocrifice of essenti:l detail.

ngatiog

Block S4 ies about a quurter of a mile from 8ite B and adbout &
mile from the writer's temporary residence and Sekinchan towmn. It
ie about half a mile from the Tanjoms Yarsng-Sabak Bernam main road by
the ta road.

Blook 54 is situeted by the eide of the tap road running from
Tanjong Xarang-Sabak Bernam main road %o Site A and the main canal.
In fact it iz bounded by the tap road and drain 5 on the north-west,
oroee bund 1 on the north—sast, dintributddg 4 on the south-eaet and
water ocourse on the extreme south-west,

fisze

Block 84 is 60.8 chaine lony and 41.6 chains wide.  There are
altorether 80 lots mort of vhich are 10 x 3 chains or 2 acres in size.

Coggggicatibgs

Block 84 is bounded on all sides by paths and & tap road.
Fxoept for the latter, the othere are not passadble by vehioles like
jorriee or trucks, though they serve motor-cyoles and bicycle quite
well, It 1s diffioult to say whether these paths have been eurfaced
with laterite or burnt earth (most probadly the Jatter) esince the
m-intenance (or the eu:facing?) is mo very poor that they are almont
covered with grasc, There i yet amether path outting through the middle
of the block, serving particularly the two middle rows of lots, The
bridgee over the water course in the extreme south-west are not well
looked after with the result that one or two bridges are no longer
of any use.l

f4ructure of Agriculture

Prom field investigation 1t is kmown that the whole of Block 84
followed the system of doudble oropping since it was introduced in
Octoder 1964. Since then, no of -season orops of vegetadblez eto.
were grown in between the iwo padi orops, though this triple oropping
wau followed by few lots above oross bund 2. As a result, thie

lﬁvan the others, the farmers eseldom ure them for fear they will
cocllapee. .

-4 -




AREA AND

370 Tan:\ona.

MAP 3 . SEXINCHAN \RRIGATIOWN
THE SETTLEMENT \TES.
cand!
Moin ‘
Q//
™
513 Si4 15 S16
Cross bund 3,
i
|
%49 510 Sl I 512
]
wh <
° o 0| Ceoss) bund2|
o £ 5 £l E;
& '3 2 \c—i 2
B o o ﬁ,= o
S5 Sé 57 || ©9
ft
{
Cf‘oss:bund;
i
51 S2 3 || S4
|
i
O o
— Q ‘
el R 5WE!:
‘ |
Qernam j To

KG. 8AGAN

T ' Block Su(’ve.«je.d.
Road

TG\P ROOd ?

- -

Chaing 64

varan 3

D '\5‘\3‘ : Distee u\'m‘j

T
R . Weidess TeM?o«”arj Residence -

: Sekinchawn Town

~ T R A e B lq; 0
Qew?1 2 3 4 5 8 '

8 9

"

13 1M 18



KAP 4

KLOCK S4 SHOWING TEE 10T8 COVERED IN THF SURVEY
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survey was bared on the off-season erope growm in 1964, that was

between roughly detweem April amd Octoder of that year. The off-season
erops grown here before doudble-eropping were very much the same as in
other parts of Sekinchan Irrigatiem Area. The common iypes were chili,
long beans, ladies finger, pumpkinm, maise, sweet potatoes, cunumbder,
epinanoch mustard, Chinese ocabdbage, amaramnthus, soya beans, green grain
and yama,

Jish Production

| Pish production on a com ercial soale concerns omly a handful
of farmers. Ma jority of them have only one or two emall artifiocial
ponds in their lots for home conmsuaption. For this resson, it is
‘decided not to treat it ia any detsail,

elected Commodities for Detail Study

The ecamodities selected for thie survey were padi, ohili,

long beane, ladies finger, pumpkinm, maice and sweet potatoes. They

were cho:cen not only on the basis of popularity but also with a view

to represent all the important categories of farm producte produced in
Sekinehan.




