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MARKETING OF MAITY (NT €47 POTATC IR BIOCY 84

\ In thie chapter the markotin of maise and sweet potato will
+o examined im its wariour aspects, 'These two farnm producte are

i

ad yot nu{fleiently different to norit thelir considerations.

{ jnsver there was & similarity im r=rteting functicp between them

2 “he vegetable prod.cts mentioned carlier, s note will be made and
~¢ further treatament givem, B0 as to avold repetition. Ho wever,
oy will be examined in the same manner as that of vegetables.

soTICT ABD PLOTICTICH

Characteristios

Just like vegetables, maize :nd sveet potato are also dbulky
in nature, resulting im high transpori ccrt GoBpuFred—s alue—in—bhigh
iranepori—eeet compared to value of r.cduce marketed. Perh.ips,

cw.rt potato 1m the Jeast bul'y of =11 tke farm preducte studied in
‘hie report. 8imilarly, they are clso perishable, thourh vegetables
ra -ore perishable than either maize or =weet potato. 0f the two
sroducts, sweet potato is lese perishable tban maise beoause it sould
e gtored away for a lon;er period without any undesirable effects on
qualiey, Bowever, maize can withetand rough handling better than
swert potato for the grainge are ~oversd with thick outer leaves. A1l
the eame, both maigse and sweet potato need to be marketed as eoon ase
poscidle while they are gtill fresh and cf good gquality. Typical
#ith moet fara prodicte, {poludin; all thore etudied earlier, both
wnize apd sweet potato are seasonal in supply, thus demand for
trangport is highest during certiin part of the year when suprply is

saximam,.

In Sekinohan in 1964, all the off-seagon CTOps Werse planted
a‘ter pedi narvesting was over, that was at the beginning or in the
aiddle of April. Unlike vegetables, saize and sveet potato were
planted at different timesin order to fetch better price due tc the
fact that both crops can be harve:ted only once. If they planted theam
at about the sane time then the shole supply would oocur on?y within
a short period, say less thap two we:l'sy ip which case the ;ric; :o?dad
to ‘e minimum most of the time. But if planting period stretohed Tor
2 month or 50, 88 Vae the case in fekinchan, then the maximus, sinimun
n- second maximum prices would be established for a lonzer period.

ited together becaure t:cy are sizilar in -=any of the marketing aepecis,



however thzh:::tw:::uzany varieties of swe ¢ potato grown in Blook B4y
weet potato is bi n onee were white end red varieties, White
pos ® bigger than the red onmc, but i1t is less tasty and

narder whem boiled. However, whit
y White one muker & :
fatohes higher price in the mirke$ {:sn the red c::ft‘r foody vo it

Generally the quulity of :alise and sweet potatc wae not
§atiufsetery dus to lack of knowledge on the part e?efarsars regarding
§he rgquiyoncnts in cultivetion, manuring, watering, disease ocontrol
otos  Noreover farmers did not have any gtandards to follow und
w.ile some took great painms to prroduce good guality producte, others
lusz toe All these tended to produce low degree of uniformity” im
the products which was not suitable for efficient marketing.

Maize wae and etill is very little growm by Chinese market
gurdeners who conoentrated their efforts on the growing of vegetables,
sweot potato, and the rearing of pige. Compared to those grown by
*alay farmere 1in Kelantan, the maize here was of & hicher quality.

The writer wae told thzt mweet potato was planted by twe
»-tegories of farmerst one cultiv:$ing padi and off-seamon OTOPE for
~ale while the other (a much smaller proportion) oultivating padi and
cff-geason orops as well ae raising pige and possibly peultry also.

"he gweet potato produced by the first ocatagery of farmers was, mOTe®
nftem than nod, of better quality t:an tiat produced by the seccnd
sategery of farmers. Thie wae so becauce the farmer: in the seoond
category oftem plucked the young leaves during growings period for
stook-feed, thus dama:-ing the plitpg to & certzin extent. Furthermore,
the value of sweet potato to thea war partly indirect in the senes that
only the surplus was scld, the othere Were turned into stock-feed.

the time the maize nd swect potato arrived in Ku:la
Lunpur msriets or distant mar’ ets likc Penang and Singupore, the
suality paturally went dowm due to pasesage of time, gtoring, pacting,
nandling =nd trave'ling conditions.

Maize is used ‘or human consumpiion - either to be eaten
on the codb or &8 & vegetable 1n curriess Uses of sveect potato are
well kmown: for stook-Teed, especially pig food and for meeting a
emall local demand ar & cheap rise-gubstitute. For Malays, sveet
potate-ean be gurned into many vinds of food such as cakes, perridge

etGe

reagon wae ibe absence of quality requirements

1
The other e not cure if thelr efforts wculd be

or grading, thus faraers wer
revmrded with higher price.



e small soales.

table S,1 shows,

preductien of vegetables was oarried on
Thie was aleo true for maise and sweet potato as
TABLY 5,1
SIZE OF MAIZE AND SWEET POTATO PLOTS INVFSTIGATED IN
KO0k 84

: em P SR P SR S
E 3 b 2 £ 3 1 w ‘..ﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂ‘Hﬂﬁnﬁ'.”"‘."hﬁ.‘“ﬂUcﬂ‘ﬂaﬂ.'-.

Asreage of ?lotr | Ho. of Flote § 7 of Total
(A) WAIZ® PLOTSE
3 1 5. 56
13 1 5. 56
ry 2 11.11
4 10 55055
Total 18 100,00
(B) SWEST POTATO FLOTS

3 1 5. 56

13 - -
1 3 16.67
3 12 66.66
1 and belov 2 1.1
Po tal 18 100.00

ocn be seen that there is & close

. T © d sweet potato plots,
¢ the sige &znd punber ¢f maize an
mgrrela:ienegot;::: qecreased as the s#lge increased frem acre to
%kio:z: er%hd zame trend also appesred uf the size decreased from

i aore to  aore and beio¥.

b

From tadble 5.1 above it
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in eﬁtinatzzazhi:t::via" ¥ith 18 farmers who grew maise in 1964, it
to 10,500 oobs, O e total gross yield rer acre was between 10,000
’ * ut of thie, between 30 to €C cobs were retained

for own consumption, the rest were socld 1o 1
£ @ - ocal deal
rrom nearby towms like Yusla Lumpur, Kusla Selangor o:§? o Gealere

It is estimated from field investi

ratigations that an acre of
sweet potato would give a yield of between 8,000 s0 12,000 katies,
fspanding en fertility of the soil, wvater control, and other related
‘actors. Of this awmount between 40 to 7O katies were Yept for cwn

coneumption; the rest were either turmed Smto stock-feed or sold
tc local and outeide dealers.

“requenoy amd Time of Supply

Unlike vegetables studied earlier, maize and sweet potato
can be harvested only once, thus #n individual farmer with a plot of
aalze or sweet potato would not by himself experience a normal
narvesting period as in the cate of vegetables. In order to fetch
better price, farmers did not plaani maize or gweet potato at about the
came time, but thut the planting pericd was allowed %o stretoh for
about a month or two depending onm the length of growing reriod,
™u: the whole group of farmers together would experience the same
nsrmal harvesting period. However, no orgainsed plun was made by
iv . farmers with regard tc time of plan-ing that about half of them
were tlanted im the middle of the rlanting period, resul ting therefore
in 2 low level of minimum price. If the time of planting hcd been
care¢fully arranged, the uinimun price w# uld not have gone =0 low.
Asrroximately mor thun a fourth wers planted zt the beglinning while
<bout lese than a fourth towerde thc end of the plantin; period.

Vegetables were picked in the morning while maize &nd
rweat potato were harvested at any time of the day, Just like padi.

V.rigtion and Trend of Volume Marketed

Unlike vczetablaal, varistion znd tread of volume marketed
in ezue of maize and gweet potato cen only be ?reaenfed in tfrmﬁ of
211 farmers ian Block B4, or better :till, in the whole of fekinchan.
ind eince interviews were conducted with only 18 farmers, data
sollected wes insdesuste and mislecding. Therefore 1% is ?zttsr .
to rive a rough idea of the proportion of supply amcng the three stages.

1 § vegetables studied earlier, it was poesible to
nsneider 1n1:e:::@°; an fndividual farmer since a plot can have &

nunbor of harvesztes

- 45 -



:gﬁ::;i:ataly :;:?’ h;lf of the total produce was supplied during the

ﬁha a Mt'u' e 8lightly more than s quarter snd slightly less
‘eetgs:ij ' ¥ere supplied during the third and first stages

resp *  The supply during the third etage was a little higher

than that during the first stage ‘
because of overlapping of second
+nd third stages, though not to the same extent as in case of vegetables.

¥aize and swe:«t potate are chea
, o eap commodities. Althcugh
people 86 not regard them as necessaries in the true semse of the word,

{et as fhr as forces of supply and demand are concermed, what applies
o vegetables alzo appliss to malze and sweet potato.

- For human consumption, demand for swert potato is, in the
writer's opinion, less imelas:ic than that for vegetables. Demand

for sweet potato Por stook-feed is more imelastio than that for human
consumption,.

~71LING

The sale cutlets for maize and eweet potato were the same as
thone for vegetables except that maise anc sweet potato were also sent
to distant markets like Singapore and Penang due to their less
sarishable nature. They were transported to these distant markets
aither direct from Sekinchan or frcm Kuala ILumpur.

PRICIRG

The method of price fixatior and the definitione of maximum,
ninimum apd second maximum prices are similar to those for vegetables

studied earlier,

It is interesting to note from tables 5.3 and 5.4 that the
~rome profits made by local deslers amd Yuala Luspur +holesalers/
retailers were the same at the three prices. This was not so in
the case of vegetables where there was ologe oorrelation between gross
~rofits and the price variation. Another thing to note 1s that the
Aif‘erence between maximum and minimum prices was also great in
rercentage terms, though not as great as in ocase of vegetables. The
scoond maximum price was also lower than the maximum price due to

sverlapping of sescnd and third stages.

FINANCING
Finanoing the Farmers

\ . snd sweet potato was
ing of the farmers for maise un

similar toﬁﬁzaiigzievzgetablos. Hore & little sore information will
te sﬁéen whieh spplied aleo to vegetables.

pkeepers rovealed that the value of

Interviews with ebo the security and honesty of the

zoods taken on eredit depended on
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.nannsumma‘m---a.-n

TARLE 5,2

PLOTS COMBINED

TING PYRIOD FOR MAIZE AND SWEFT POTATO OF ALL

AR 3 08 N T 0 G0 TR 296 A0 00 e

Jase of Peried Poried Duration in daye
, (A) marze
Planting Early April to early June 60
Growing Early April/early Jume to
!id-Juae/ rid-August 75
Harvesting Rid~June to midedusust 60
lst 2tage Mid~Juné¢ to early July 20
‘nd Stage Early July to early August 25
Ird Ttage Early Auguet to mid-Auguet 15
(B) =wcP POTATO (WHITE VARIFTY)
Planting Hid-April to late May 45
Growing Eid-April/late Moy to Mid-July/
late August 90
Barvesting Mid~-July to late August 4%
lat Btage Mid-July to early August 15
2ad Stage Rarly August to mid-August 20
ird Stage Nid-Agast to late August 10
BWF™T POTATO (RTD VARIPTY)
Planting ¥id-April to mid-June 60
' - ¥id-June/
Growi ¥id-April/mid-June to

"8 mid-Auguet 60
Harverting ¥id-June to mid-August 60
18t Stage Hid-June to early July 20
2nd Stage Early July to early August 55
ird Btage Tarly August to mid-August >
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-ty L1 1 )

PRICE COF MAIZE SOLD IXK

TABLE 5.3

S R AFIRINGE S SR ARG NS 1 S 1 80 0SS GI WIRAR ND EE S 65 R D

SFXINCHAR

S ABUR IR OB DN TR G5 AN TR0 W N T 28 0 2 N 62

MN8N TSI WD IR
‘ Orose Profit (g per [ .
Bale price (g per ocod) at: ] oob) by Estinmated
Leoal K.L.

e Produoers' | ¥.L. .
vAfiiif level |Dealers’ /“h§1;§‘i$’ nﬁ:::i‘ Waolesalers Marketing
oriation level r§;°10 " /retailein \ m‘:gin

(Consumers' (Estigateéﬁ
level)
(A) ©HMALL MAIZE OR COB
Jaximum 3 3.5 4 0e5 065 1
“inimum 1 1.5 2 0.5 0.5 1
>nd Maxe 2 2.5 3 0s5 0.5 1
(B) BIG MAIZE OR ©CB
“aximum 6 6.5 1 0.5 0.5 1
“inimum 2 2.5 3 0s3 0.5 1
. 1
‘nd ¥ax. 4 4.5 > 0e5 0.5




TABELE 5.4

FRICE OF BWEFT FOTATO SOLD 1IN SEKINCHAN

2 SN DBAIETDIETRD 0 SPABT NI I T2 5 00 0 05 45 5 00 00004 00 6 S O 2 5 3

Bale price (g per kati) at

Oross Profit (g per

kati) by
o | Pt | oot |t T
level Dealers' osaler | ,o.a1 [Ynolesalers eting
feriation level [resailer's Dealers [/retailers Kergin
level
(Consumers' (Estimated)
level)
(A) WEITE VARIFTY
“nyimum 16 11 12 1l 1 2
“inimus ) 4 ) 1 1 2
sad ¥aXe 5 6 T 1 1 2
(B) RED VARIZTY
Taximum 6 7 8 1 1 2
Hinfjeun 2 3 4 1 1 2
“rd Maxe 4 5 6 1 1 2




fsraers, the twe ohief criteria
or sweet potato, then les=s soad; sogidt:; :;:::fs Plaated 1ittle maise

In osse of a default, th
‘ ; : e shopk ,
thie was the type of rieks tha; had ioefa::?ern szperienced lesaess

The farmers were not expected to s
: ell the produce to th

iiapkoeperaas the shopiteepers were mot private vcguiahlo doalers‘;;t

ey were axpeated to pay the dedte at the end of the harveasting
period and to keegyea borrewing during the coming padi season. It
wae padi and not sweet potato or vegetablem that the shopkeepers dealt
p:ttaialxg 1llegally, thersby ma:ing » profit of 10 er 15 cenis per
pikul sold with the help of the local cooperative rice mills.

The three .ligensed vegetable dealers im Sekinchan and the
outside dealers bought saise and eweet potato on one or two days' oredit,
just as im the case of vegetables, However, unlike vegetables, the
producers might allow up to four or five days' credit since they were
-ouetimes tatem to as far as Pemang and Singapore. 1If the quantity
:old was small then prompt payments might be made, For the sane
reasone as in the case of vegetables, the credit terms were determined
hy and at the convenlence of the dealers.

One thing to be noted from the above desoription is that the
financing was dome not on 8 sutual basiss the provision shops financed
the farmers but the farmers did not finance the provieion ghope for
the latter were mot private dealers of off-season crops but only
private padi dealers. Hence, as far as off-season OTOPR were concerned,
the credit systems did not give rise to any obligation on the part of
the farmers to sell thelr products to the provision shope, &g Was in the

care of padi.

Naize wags never cleamed by amy farmer oxcept when it dropped
on to the grouad, As it grovws s03@ distance froa the ground it 1is
not necessery to clean it. All the farmers did was to tear out some
of the outer leaves on the cobs to reduce the unnecessary weight

without exposing the grains.

cwoet potato is a ~00t orop and as such it io always dirty

, T ¢armers washed 1t to
whemn Tirst taken out of the grounde The
remove the earth, though never thoroughly before taking it to the

deslere shope or market centre for sale.

¥aize was graded by the farmers into small and big cobs.

3 is of
. ‘ t in i sacks ready for gale. The bas
Ztggizzeia;eiisz? not ﬁ:ﬁording to anv definite weight ov formula but

by virtue of the fact that & paizge jlant always produces small and
i GObBe
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Like ohili, swe ¢ '
R potate was not graded im the true sense of
the word, for both white and red virieties were produced by different

vlante on separate beds, Nontheleas, i )
'y they w
red varieties, with different p@ieoc" y were graded into vhite and

PACYTNG, ETORING, WEIOHING AND

Waise, unlike vegetables, was put in packs owned the
fffﬂ@r*: eaok ocontaiming about 500 pleces of a::§i cobs shé 4ooh§1eee-
o btig cobs., “Olean" white and red sweeil potatoes were sinilarly
rut in separate puni sacke, omed by the farmers. These were either
~ont to the houses firet c¥ straight to the dealers' =hope or local
ynrket centre wherc outside deslers were waiting with thelr lorries.
Tere they were $a‘em out again to be exarined and finally put in the
dealers'! gumi sacke ready to be welghed and trancsported.

Sometimes these guni smoks had to be stored away in the dealers’
hope for eme or two days Yefore they werc taken by lorry to surrounding
of distant markets, This was duc %0 {nudecuate lor:ies available.

The storage faeilities available wero far frem adequrte.

Phe guui eacks were weighed by means of a weighing imstrument
called "Daching" in Melay. Bandling wae rough for boik producte,
though that for malge was perhape the roughest gend the most urintelli-
;ent among the producte exanined im thie repert.

txANSPORTING

The nature of transport Waf gimilar to that of vagetables.
™e meane of tramsport to distant merkets like fingapore and Penang

was also lorry.

Phe transport cost o maige frcx Sekinchan town tc Yuala
Iumpur by lorry wWae 30 cente per gunl sack, regardless of price
variation. E4nce & guni sack contained adbout 500 small cobs OT
400 big oobs, the tramsport oost by loxry wae about 1/6 cent per small

cob and 1/5 cent per big cob.

Ualike maise the transport ooet for gwert potato was in

80 ocente per pikul
3T ¢ weight rether than guni sacke It wes
iirgir:y frongckinnhau gown to Kusla lumpur, regardles; of price
v;riation. This wmeant that the ocost was A/SAc@nt per kati.

aﬁlw



