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: Th. tatn ynaltry iaazudca soth ahiokens aad duokse
Peu&try in by far the most important eommodity within the livestocks
80 far discussed. 4t is the onl. ore that 1s generally acceptable

to all ethaie groupe in Malaya and has resemblance to aniwerual
eonaunptioa.

‘Most chickens in thtiu aauntr: san be termed as ”&nln:
kaapang reala « The typloal kampong forl is quite small, only
2 = 4 katie in weight. 3uch dirde are kept by most hcussiclds,
sasll in mumber often underfed amd senvnagiag in the back-yerds
sabsistzng on table lcfiﬂevero.

, nueks are raiaad both for meat and for ©ggs. she local
dnaks are hardy and genmeraliy less susceptible to Ranikhet disease.
They are found in most padi areas where they thrive well in the
flooded padi~fields as well as in the waterways and irrigntion
MI Se

The poultry handled are local onee, birds reurv oy local
\ tarnste and villacorn. ' : ;

‘ ﬂsu.l case ia for the birds to be drought ¢ the
nark.t by the farmers. Aleo the riall-holder will go riur. to the
farse and buy the birds direot. A

It must be euphasised that the wholesale pouiiry dealer
is not the only pereon dealing im the poultry businese ir ekinchan.
There are about fourty motorised (motor~oycles) buyers whe go aroumd
Sekinchan buying buying poultry for themielves. These people io
not opernto frnn the wneleaale market building.

Enying is etriatly anapetitivn. There zare no Jorme of
aontraats, formal or othervise, between the wholesaler to buy from
or to &all to an: of theae potorised traders. o

: Ducks are handlei on a aasllar soalo. There Qxe two .
‘ ‘min typsa: uur ducks (am: aysr) and vaite ducka (uu put&h}.



Own source of ggult;x 

|  The wholesale dealer also rears a few hunired chiokens
on his emall farm. BHowever shickens from his farm repre ents only
& @#mall proportion of his business requiremente. He Lkas ic Jdepend
nainly on outside supplies. ' '

' L Aceording to the iealiry, his farm is of he sivwple type.
He manages the farm Limself, with the help of the family. lo
artifiolsl heating ii used., The small chiska, newly hatcied cunes,
are bought frog ancther lealer at a cost of 20 cents ver osiick,
that is i1 purchaues wre on oulke Utherwise the oost will be 28
cente per chick, These birds take icur to vix monthe .o aature.

Pa

bterng of sules and uf poultry

: sbrowgh years of business wijperience, the wivieu:le dealer
have laarned that the farmers' sales oi shiskens and pouliry do
confore to a definite seascnal pattern. Iuring the pud~planting
seasor more chickens are available irom farmers. 7The reauon ig

that during this period the lands are flooided; the ochiuskers will
find diffioulty in scarching for fcou.i. Thus the farme r are forced
to sell off their birds, for artificial feeding of ohisker: is some—
thing quite unheard of, at least ir :iLe rural arcas. ,ur. ersore
the farmers need the money to duy the necessary firaing aaterials.

Bovever during the padi~harvesting season, the _adi fields
will abound with food grains, re .diiv availadle for the ::isksms to
peck. Faramers are reluciant to part off with their .ir:u ior the,
help in olearing the fields of vermir. and insests. [Lu: lesser
amounts of poultry will be availaulv in the wholesale r. rket.

“ith regards to the sslc.i o dusks, tLe above a “erns
do mot nevessarily fcllow odlosely. lLe narketing of ius . carnot
be salld to oonform to sny elinii= rattern.

~urchases and finanous

The wholesile leuler ,uraiuces about ¢0 kails vy poultry.
1aily. PRssuming the averaye yrice i: '1.70 & xati, th: .urchases
¥11ll amount to 260.C0.

The lealer 1093 not Keey rouoriy 0f wis Uusinsose But
he ia able to provide the following iizures.
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ThOIISquai‘in'tabla 17 cléarly‘illuatrato the variaticne in
of poultry handled for the two perio.s.

For ducks the amcunt

quantity

hendled was Lalved; but for chickens it was reduced to s quarter(}).

, - For purpoaéarof comparisoc, helow’is listed the amount of
p?“lttj oought b, the wholesaler 'uring ithe day of the survey
(;3o4-1956)‘nnd the amount 013 at the time of the interview,
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Type of prultry

Furchased from {armers

ld tc oorumers

-’ :
Chiockens 50 kt.
Ducks =white 15 °

~wiater 5 "
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The next day whem he was re-interviewsd the wholesalsr :ava the
iaforastion that all of the 3ducks wore sold oit, and valy U katis

of shiokens {approximately two heuls of birds) remainasd.

Taus

his slaims that whatever he buys rg resents the amount soll ia

quite Justified.
Sales and prices

The purchases and sales oi poultry ia siample and straight-
foriard «ith regards to prices.
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Type of poultry

Padd=grewing cpiwn Padi=-hurve sty cowson
Fara (a) !7Rotail (o) Farm tRatail
pPrioce frioce

rrice

‘rioce

Ghieknns'
Sockerel
Hen

ucks ~wiite
‘ -wibel

$1.00 o/kt] %1.20 o/kt
1.30 1.40
0.90 1.00
1,10 | L.es
1,00

0.90

$1.2C o/kt] 1le35 o/kt

1.50 1.40
1.10C 1.20
1.00 1.10

o= 3T -



The data fllustrate that the fordas of supply and demand e.ert
?ggnsq;yvp to influence prise. beultry shortages durirg the harvest-
ing #eason manifest itself in sli kly Ligher prices sein: obarged.

‘ Moat of the sales will ve centred vithin Sekinchan itself.
But sometimes the wholesaler may =ell to people from vuiulie the
&rea. According to him, a month backy poultry agents {rom iLlang
Sage ten times to buy poultry from him. The amount of their pur—
ohasss carnot be asocertained, but may range between the nirimum of
50 katis to a maximum of 200 katis. [he average price churged is
$1.3C oents por kati.

Storage

As in the cuse of the retail market no forms of storage
vhatscover is available. Unsold peultry is oarried back home, a
problem by itself. Apart from this the wholesaler congiiers the
inadequaey of poultry eupply a= anoiher major probles, arieing
from the competition of other poultry dealers.

¥ith regards to wastages this is an inevitable faot
arising from bis business. Be has o.timated that in & week his
losses will be about four katis. '

iriei fish

This i3 a minor ococupation ocarried out in the sremises of
the vholesale market by the whole—salsr himself and & few ¢ther
persone (who aotually are squatters for they do mot pay any licence
fees). Hevertheless this business is on a small scale 0.1l e And
as 1t 1s outside the saoope of thi. eserci.e no discussi.-ni on it
will be made.



