A OGENERAL URVEY OF THE S.KINGHAN RETAIL MARKE?

 The Sekinshan retail umt ta f,uwurshly located S.a
town and i ucu: snu&bl&. On three aldes it & h%mété by m:mngs
while to the fromt three is a piece of open grassland, to the side of
whioh is located the Sekinehan wholesalo market. (Please refer teo map ).
Accordingly the market has the advantages of looation, espesially in
relation %o road tranaportation.

The market maa ocaoupiesn apmxunels 15,447 sqm fee%;
hovever the mt proper measures to only 3322 sqwo feot,

: Bmaﬁauy &ha retail market is rectangaular in shape, exocept
for the small projeoting blook for pork whieh gives it an exira dimen-
sion. The perk, fish and beef sections are well enclosed by so:arete
walls. Howewer the seotions oocupied by vegetables and fruite are
open. This memse of opensss and easy aceess is s0 designed to pro-
mote mnd to faeilitate sales.

The market floor is cemented and raised by a foot from the
ground. Asbestos roofing is used, primarily as a precaution against
fire, although the use of firs within the market 1~ striotly regulated
by the lamtl Ordinanae.

- ﬂu urht aonpome is spacious and vell kept. A number of
rua tms provide ussful ahade. The whole area ie enclosed by ree~
tangular wire netting fonces, rising to elight feet and reinforeed by
barbed wire on top. Bntry into the mmt h by means of three wide
8‘”‘0 5

Tho®o u39 Suo mhlia vater taps installed. In my opinien
Mtieu& ms would be necessary as the business of the mmt in—
ﬂm”‘o ' , ,

' mw %o t&c &mwmm atkinmw Loeué. Gmdlm :
»uu mzhn was buiu in 1952, There are no wiitten records ef this
ané the puﬂinu ef n mn& oarnar ema amot ho mlod mh ‘



mmu-m:mmmmmuue:n- |
Laul Wl. Any repaire or extensions required will be mwuhn ,
ky m mm m&- Mm, at she mmut of m cw»u

| m :‘mtteu or m mi are. mauhtoé ty w&.tw ‘h;-
laws. (The full texs of thees bye-lavs are imeluded in Appendix 11).
These bn—l&n are 90 framed in order to ensure the eatablishment of
a healthy, energetic and reliadle market.  triat regulations ensure
that only hygenic foodstuffs are put on sale, and that the contanine~
tion of the hsalth conditions of the market through any fors \fhaﬁn-
unr 13 ntﬁeﬂ: pnh:buaa.

, &ppuuﬂan fer amrsup of the swla is open to wﬁaéw;
But pﬂartw 418 given %o persone residing im Sekinehans Adtselfs Finn~
ing applicants. for atalls will be determined by émulag lots during a
Couneil meeting. A hoalth and medical eortifiocate 1s a pre-r vedsite
%0 the taking wp of ovmership of such etalls.

s ma are uwamr 40 stalls aueu«d for m ulu ei’ the
éu‘:oxuat pm«eu in the mht. , ,

mmt |  Busher of stalls

upubln 20
- Meh , ; D i1
Pruits 4
ygﬂ ‘ , - &
| som 40

At the uu of iho survey all of the atane, exoept wg-ubhs, voTe
funx omxud. 0313 17 ot the vugﬁahh smna were ocoupied.

‘ - Qnry shu-holdor has to pay hma« as woll as mm {ees
%0 the cmen in return for m mqahineu of o oml. o o

mﬁan . Licence Fee Ream Fee To%cl (per mm)
Vogﬁa.bha . 484,00 - ShOﬁ $85.00
Fish S ‘ : . N S e .
Pruits R " v
Pork 3144.09 @ 8145.»@0

m nﬁcr fees wua on pork is ot meant 10 be dle=

* ermﬁ%ry %o sy vays It is a Council ruling that as the pork
sellers operate in an aréa vhich u wll losked aﬂaw, tho; mt |

nlounruy w mm.

m MMam ntruems of the wgﬂnbhs and fruits amna
m al&@t.‘q wnroet fren m cthcx pmémtu amlla. Eewmr the ,



ares coeupied by eash stall 1o ihe sams, What 1s 35 square feet (7' 1 5').

~ ' Fer the fish, pork and deef sections, svery stall is mmnaged
by a single operater. But this is not eo for the fruit and vegetable
stalls. Beesuse oash stall is rather small, % is not economieally
profitable for a vegetable seller to condust dusiness from one stall
oniys. He usually remts an additional stall, either from the Coumedil
or from the original stall-holders, who, for soms reasons axe mot
operating. The latter is usually the cess, and the rental feeo will

be $1%.00 a month. - | S R

' On the market grounds, especially mear the side entrences,
thers are quits a number of vegetable and fish havkers. These peeple,
by the very mature of thelr aots, are viclasing the rules of a market
place, ae stipilated in the Narkets Ordinance., | '

Apart from causing cbutrustion to the free flow of pecple
into the market, these pecple also pose » mmjor probles to the market
etall-bolders and the Local Sounsil. Simee the goods they sell are
usually lower priced (vecause of lower guality) they are eonstantly
attraoting customers away from the market preper. Attempts to eviot
thea have not succeeded, in the absenoce of any real cooperation bet~
woen the police amd the ‘ounoillors, for reasons of a pelitieal nature.

Hoat sarkets tend to develop their own sharaoteristios
aocording to the ways they oonduot their business. Our {aterest will
be in the inatitutional structure of the mayket itself, vhether it i
a momopolistic organisation, an oligopoly or as the type mich nre~
ferred, a perfectly competitive market.

1% i quite clear that the reta’l market cannot Be » woBO~
peliatie bedy. There are too many sellers in the warket, eash To-
presenting only a small unit of enterpriue, insufficiently utreng to
command materisl power and less @0 positioned to exercise any mono-~
poly power,

: Por & similar reason, the market cannct bYe sald to be 4n any
way an oligepely, for there are 100 many ssllers to emable them to
ocllude as a ¢ohesive force.

o This leaves us the other alternative of & situation of
perfeot ocoapetition. Various ordteria ave lald down for determining
the existenss of asuch a situation. They are (a) a large number of
buysrs and sellers, all of whoa bave (b)\fﬁll knowledge of marimt
conditions (8) free movement of members on both sides (&) there is
no product differentistion and (e) phere are no restriotiona on the
snovements o fastors of production. | :

1p0aLS  Marketing of Agricultural Products.



 The Sekinchan market satisfies the first requirement of
& large musber of duyers and sellers, nome of whioch is stromg enough

to influence price through his actions alone. Also there is meo ,
product differemtiatior for mest of the products are quite identical.
And it 18 quite oertain that there are no restrioctions on the meve-
mente of facters of produstion within the market.

However both the oriteria of a free movement of buyers and
sellers and the assumption of full knevledge of market conditionc avre
not fully satiefied. It oanmot be said th:t the movement of gooda, .
like vegetables and fruits, is completely free. Ve have noticed that
farmers who bring products to the market dc not sell openly %0 any
oompetitive buyer. Instead they tend to patronise s seleoted nusber
of stall-holders, perhaps cut of some matuel arrangement or business
cbligation. %hiy faet is contrary to the eriteria oI free snd open
buying and eelling and full knowledge ¢f market oonditioms. It is
quite possible tkat the farmsrs are not gotting the maximum rewards
for their efforts. , : :

‘;wjﬁéﬁéiﬁr uaftbrtha relationship §9$?00¢7tk§:stall—&aiégrﬁ
and vholesale suppliers, there is alvays present the element of

bargasining. The stall-holders bave mere freedon of buying for there
are many compesing transport agents. : :

Thus the retail market fulfille only some of the pre~
re-uisite of a perfect market, Perhaps in place of one, it is better
considered as a free market where competition is praocticed to a large

domao

- ’Having aaalyoe@'tha sort of institution the Sekinechan re—
tail market is, we will now proseed %0 the mext stage of ths survey,
that 18, & study of the movements of goods tramsaoted. ;



