CHAPTER II
TEE MRKETING OF VEGSTABLES IN THE RETAIL NARKET

| Pbg' this onreiao I haw al&uﬁ.ﬂ.ﬂ the vagotables inte
those whieh are "laeall.y produced” and thosc which are "imporsed”
froa other plagee cutside Sekinchan, Sach type will de disouusud
separately, mhu at&nn&n stated.

Ome ;‘ut mt b8 olarified here, Both sko terns "'I.aml“’
and “imﬂet" ave met desoriptions of a Md nature. For cersain
vegetables which are imperted still there may be some which are
supplhd b7 lecal rarmzs, and um versm ,

wcAL SEKIECHAN 'mamuws

, M wpmh: are short season omes, mniring only a
fov montha $o grev. A large proportion of the vegetables are grown
on the padi-fields during the off-season pericds Lpﬁ.l-aepm ‘
approximately) after the harvesting of the main-season padi evop.
They include ohflly, omeumder, gword, “kangkong' (Ispomoes reptoms),
lady'a finger, lesk, long-beans, mustard, salad, snake-guord, spﬂ.meh,
and tomatoes, Chilly is of the large variety. Looal tomatoes ave
of ths small-whitish type, of a poorer quality tm ‘the hrp—u&ﬂsh
variety m the Oameron mﬁlsndn.

o mn meu are hxvught agreet to the mmt by m
farsers themssives. At times the stall~holders may go to the fmn.
Banboo mn mm mu !‘em of aoamr uma.

M sun-holder may receive suppliss from as many s
eight farmsers im a day. Purctases are alvays paid for in ocash, whioh
may amount %0 about $40.00 a day. Oredit payments, although precsiced,
iz rather anm exseption. The fimances of the stall-holders are macese~
sarily uma tor the money is eenunﬂy used in oirculation.

| Every fov weeks the atan-holdsra 2ay lend out momey s
needy rn.mra. fao munt varios lmt mt rOTS tha.n 37@.& a ttm.; ‘



One stall=helder claimed to have lemt out 5200,00 recemtly %o &
farmer who meedsd the momey to buy urea, tools and insectioidess
Ropayssnte will normally be made after the forthooming padi harveat,
usunlly at = higher rate, but for whioh the stall-holder denied the
inclusion af "interest”.

T™his aspect should mot be oversaphusised for it forms ond
4 complementary part im relation to the stall-holders daily “m:ll!
Among the prosess involved will be the elimination of leaf defects and
inseot parasites. In the case of chilly the green and ripsmed {orms
have %0 be separated. ' |

In this survey dally variaticns ir the volume of vezetubles
hgndled will met adequately shov the required chamges in business
trendsj nmor would monthly observations wuffioce for the problem: of
poor memory arises. '

. An alternative method is by making usq of differences in
the volume of vegetables handled for two seasems: "season vegel..les"
and "mom—season vegetables'. The basis of the disousaion is this: '
padl in 3ekinchan is grown during two perieds (a) main season arop
from Ootober to March approximately and (b) off-season crop from
tpril to September, better kmown es double-croppimg. For vegetables
the seasons and the sonths are reversed, tho season vegetables  rown
during the months of April to September amd the non-season vegetables
during Ootober to March. Such a basls is veed because vegetalles
ere mainly grewn on padl lands and the advent of do ole—cropping will
reduce the supply of vegetables oconsiderably.

~ Im this exercise a representative menth froe each of the
two seasons will be used to show vari.tions in vegetable proiucilon.

Production of vegetables during the “non~season” hive
generally dropped. In the case of tosstoes the drop was ocaused dy
consulers preference for imported ones, and farmers thought it mere
imperative to cultivate other orope. Tet conmodities 1like "kangikong™,
guord and lesk are only slightly affected for they are mainly grown
on government lsods. Spinach is o home baek yurd ocultivation, thus
accounting for the inereased prem&iam , :



| TABLE I
@nrxﬂ' OF 10C:L VEGETABLES anm.w IONTRLY ™ um

PERTAINIRG fO A JTAL!’-.&OLEB

VEGETABLZS - AN |  BOB-SEASOR
| mmﬁ ~ripened 1200 kt. 300 kt.
,snm»x- T 200 150
Gwra 100 100
| wa u-gar 1 800 600
Leek ‘ 180 180
Long beans 1 100 750
Masterd 1 1500 900
3alad 900 600
Smake guord 1 200 100
‘Spieasd | 150 250
mms - 100 -

| \ ’nm are 20 vopubh atan Ea,toaly 17 are cccupled.
n the time of intervievw there are only | stall operators {each
having 2 ~ 3 stalls at bis dispossl). Ve mamaged to interviev all
of them. Bus as it is wy epinion that the acepe of their business
are similar, a reference to ome oaly will eatﬂao, for 4¢ will h -
quite u;nmtaun'




. The introdnetion of double-gropping of padi has “reatly

affected vegetadle oultivation, as shown by the following figuress
(Pigures refer to Sekivchem omly). o

Yoar  ioreags umder eultivation
o . | Vegetadles  Cully
‘1% 9o a0
1966 | 50(31} L 1'0(1} D

(a) oyu#lli‘sofﬁ |

arges  Agrisultural Departmest, Tanjong ﬁmag- |

Every year a further reduction in aoreage ogaurs, as a result of
increased emphisis on padi. liovever as double~cropping ¢f padl =.s
introduced only im April 1965, other fastors pertaining to the

voatl_ttr ‘and prices must also be respomsible.

. There 1s no fixed method by whioh vegetables are priced
in the market. But it is mot emtirely true o say that priess ure
charged arbitarily. The stall-holders bwy the produets from the
farsors at the usual prices, as in the oase of long-beans, 20 cents
a kati. If the vegetables are of good quality the farmers may
bargain for a better prioe, but the stall-holders usually have the
1sst word. In order to cover both his eperaling expenses and ox~
peoted remunerations for ssrvices rendered, the stall~holder will
add 10 cents extra. Thus the prioing system is simple and sireight~
forvard. R 3 ' '

,  Daring the "non-season” prices ef vegetables rose er fell
by 5 = 20 cents (excluding the abnormel rise in the price of zipened
chilly, caused by the substantial fall in preduotion). Yomesddaring
the drop in supplies ohs ocan expeot ‘the prices of vegetables %o
‘fluotuats mere violently. Fortunately this is not so. Vegstalles

. represent enly a smsall portion of the ooisumers' daily purchases.
With any riee in priee there is always the possibility of sub—
stituting eae type for amother. Any price rise may lead to customers




?ABLE 2

 TAAFUCTION PRICES OF 100AL TVEGETABLES IN RETAIL MMOET

- o s . HON-SEASON
veosmaigs | Farm | Wetal | Fars | Betadl
priee prioce prics | prioe

60 o/kt

Chilly f“ripcnéé. T 15 o/xt 35 o/kt ‘ "
. egreen |10 20 ] 0
Cuounber 15 1 20 1 15 30
Guor& R 30 40 30 40
Rangkong | 8 | 13 | & 15
Lok & 20 | 3 | % 1o
 Long-beans. 12 | 0 |15 |2
Wustard {18 | 25 | 2 |25
dalsd | 5 | © | 20 2 lw
Saake guord | 15 20 1 15 | 20
Spioach 12 15 15 20
Tomatoes 1 & 40 PIC I

e/

(a) Refer to prices of imported tomatoes.

INPORTED VBQETABLES

' . These vegetables are those not easily cultivated in
Sekincnan (for climatic reasons). Alse growth requires a longex
period than is sllowed by the short "non-season” pericd. Sueh
vogat;blen‘ecad‘fro-‘aany~rlaeoao‘ But Fuale lumpur is the commen
colleoting sentre. e

\nspor

... .tfhere are about four tramsport oompanies supplying Sekinchan
‘market with vegstables. These companies are based in Kuala Lum uF.
Bvery day their agents will call at the market (mmong other places)
to dsliver vegetablee as well as to take on fresh orders from the

' stall-holders. The prices at which such products are sold to the

stall-holdsrs will depend on the prevailing prices in Kusla Lumpurs
,Txgaspert,nhaxgglith,vasptublbn‘cf all kinds are £1.50 per pikul
(200 katis) from Kuals Lusmpur to Sekinchan market.



A Ml—ml&r bm or rather orders an average of (40,00
uoﬁh of vegetahbles a day. These e:&ors are wmny %hrem & aingle
trmnﬂ't agont.

L Payneats are in ocash. BHut nt tims of msh sherw m&it
wul be asbd fer, pamnta of thioh ha'n to be seﬁlo& nithia three
dl”. ‘ ol

7 laported vegetables arrive wli—pnosssoé, and fer
13.h %ana&eea and chilly, gradsé es well.

TR us& regardes to imported vegetabdles tharc is relative cons~
huy a +she quantity handled in the market, in the sense that the
' ms hmn@t in deee ot ﬂuemu te any amai&smbii éﬁw

R Ia Table }3‘t 'a comparison i made ia the qmﬂties of

, vesotablea handled during the two adbove-mentioned seasons. istually
this comparisen is not very good for the production of vegetables in
other places 1 mot uoeuuilx affefted oy the same factors as found
in Sekinaham. ?orhapa the offect is somewhat indirect: with o
lomr qmtit: pm&tmd ia aokinchan. mm siu be !mpcrtod.

fable 4 ,a‘bma the tmsacuon prima for nportod vegetables
as aveilable im the Jekinchan retail markei. It appears that »riges for
imsorted vegetables have risen more than that of prioces for 10@«.11:
pm&md onea. Perha,s this ie duwe %0 an inorease in ocosts in .yo-
dustion. FMurthermore such vegetables are oonfronted by muoch marketing
oxpensos. Thus at every stage - vholesale, agent, and retall - there
is the tendency for pri.oea to be inores.el to ocover mrkstiug ooits

and expenses. SR ;

.. Fow wpoua of nlastrstion let us observe m priu ;yma
for a katl of oabbages (kubis), from the moment n loft Euala Lumjur
until it 13 sold to thc ultints eon.smr.

R
" Fuala Lus ,‘ur wholnula prim o 30 sents o8P kte
mmnea in {KoLe = ﬂokinchnn) | ig o SRR ~

Agents operating profis msia 2R 4
Price at whioch retailer buys ; EERREERE
 Batailer's grose 9mﬁts m@n S s
| katau pr&« SR TRU R o 4o ‘cents per kt.

———

Mm mlysia m bt u&o f@r tha aﬂmr 9radmta. ;

‘,"..19..




| _  TMBLE 3
VARLATIONS IN WOMNILY ARMIVALG OF DNPORTED VEGETABLGS

"VEGETABLEE | 0 SATOB

(Uinger A | 120 ~ - 80
Guord | 900 450
~ 60

Lemon | | ' 45 , 60
Onion leaves | 90 | , 90
Salted mustard | ' 400 | 400
Joup leaves 60 60
Tomatoes 1 wa:o( )
“hite sustard 450 450

—'1-—_——-—1 ; ° ’ -

(Q)It is surprieing that the quantidy imperted for turanips { songknang)
has declined. This should mot be the case for the commodity ies much
demanded by mee and rojak sﬁ ers. Perhaps a drop im produoction at
source may sooougt for this! ' The figures for small ehilly (chabai
lada) may sesn emormous, especially for a “het” commodity. Yet this
is so, and assording to a stall-holder the .mount bought muy exseed

80 kt. a day or 2400 kt. a month during the fasting month.

TABLE 4
_ AVERAGE [DAILY PRICES OF INPORTED VEGETABLES

wmasol | HOB-8EA U

Lemon ; 45 - 60 65 8o
Opion leaves | 60 8o 70 1
Calted mustara | 20| 45| > e
el | 4% |4 &
rentos. ol ] 2o} 20




m 1; L 3 mu hek of swnp zmuuu. hen tho
sarket alous for the day the vegetables are left on their respective
stalls, cevered tmly with nevapapers and oamvass cloths. In spite
of the enalesed mature of the buildings therv has been a spate of
thisvery in reoent weeks. PFurthermore a far bigger senace in the
form of rats is ever prosent and attonpts te got rid of them bave not
suoceeded 50 far. This rat memace affects the busiress of the stall-
holders as w;l_ ;a_pz-eans a danger %o healsh,




