CHAPTER IV
THY MARKPTIFC OF FI'F IN TR FETAIL HMARKET

R MS though the merketing of fish is of secondary importance
(as 1t appears %o be, having been allotted 11 stalls compared te 20
for vegetables) more emphasis is given to it, All of the fish sialls
are singly operated, as compared to about seven people operating ihe
17 fumotioning vegetable stalls. From this fact one clear deduction
can perhaps be made: as far as business is oonoerned, the sales ircm
fish is paying bigger dividends. 4 person cam operate a fish=stall
economically well vhile it may nwot be eo for vegetables.

.- Bagan is the primary source of fish in ‘ekinchan. Nout

of the irhaditante of this fishing village are engaged in one way or
another in the fish industry. Up to date there are about 400 fisher-
men operating from the village, working usually in groups of 5~ 17
people. The boats used are locally made and each weigh avout four
tons. 1t vas learmed that there are sixty engine-porered sea-going
vessels in operation. The ohief foras of fishing methods ure “pukat
. tarek” and pukat harimau .

_ It vae estimated th:t Bagan supplied over 90% of the
market's daily fish requirements. The rest of the fish have to be
{mported from Kuala Lumpur. BSagan also exports fish to other rlacea.
Among these are Kuala Lumpur, Klang, Muar, datu Pabat and Sadbek - roam.

LOJAL 3ACAY FI'H
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~ "Ev-ryany the market stail-operators will oyole to Baian
(over a mile svay) in the aftermoon, all Jepending on the time when
the fishermen return with the catob.

‘  The fishermen display their sateh on the sea~-shore -t the
ususl places, Buying and selling is open %o all. 4is iz to be ex-
- pested a buyer may develop a preference for the catch of a partiocular
group of fishermen. B R



The individual fish stall-holder buys an average of 236
azies ef fish of all types a daye. rayments for the purchaces are
maie in ocash on the spot. The average Juily purchases of & astalle
holder is $150.00, but it may range all the -ay from 170.00 = §2:G.00
Jauh shortages is always possible and the stall~holders have to borrow
from abopkoapora at tiaea.

‘Cne of the atall-holders appears to be finamoially rell~
off from the rest, for he has ;adl fields as well as fisbing intercats.
e can afford to give loans to a seleoted rumber of fishermen w.o naed
the money to buy nete or repair voats. uch loans are made onse in a
while, but each loan may amount to a few hunired dollars with 8 maxi~
mum of $300.00 a time. Last year he lent cut approximately / ,3:.CO
“hese loans are rormally re;aid ir kind, namcly in the fora of fixh.

1t e this oredit arrangement th.t urcuses my intere:t
for it 1¢ to the advantage of the stall-bolier. It is possible for his
financial influence to exert itis pressure on the indebted fisheraen
to give him all the benefits of maiterial guir.

The purchased fieh is transpérted‘to the harkat by uicisles.

it the market the fish have to ve :ztored up for zale on the
following day. , ooden voxes filled with oruched ice are uved io .re-
surve the fish. Any unsold fish for the duy is stored in a siailar
Wr . ’ k

7ith regurds to the stall-holder noted earlier it was lsarned
that he even maintained a cooler im bis bou s. ‘uch a referigeration
faoility is very useful for he will de able to store more fish ior a
longer period, and ensure himself of a oonitant supply of fish.

| ﬁuily supp11ea,of the various t3,es of fish is as in
Table 10. : \ ‘

‘ Variaiibna in the supply'ofkfiah i¢ oeour in visw oi he
unsertain nature ¢f vwesuthsr at the scurce. «

..w '1" ; S ‘ ‘ 7 ’
1' Gaaorally Bo oonfaralty in 9:1903 ever exiat. Thé talle
holders aax change price within the range of <0 cents per kati. For
instance if the price of Dawal hitam is 1.20 ,er kati, a geller ma,

oharge $1.30 while another may priao it at 21410 Aetually‘it‘iﬁ a
uattcr ef porsonal diucrotion. - o o L

lA bar ef 100 lbs. 1ea (a@proxiagtalyA76.9kt) aosts &2.;0



R TiLE 10
WILY WPPLY OF 1GCAL FIH IN THE R¥TAIL N RKT
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TARLE 11

PRICZS OF LOCAL FI3B IN RETAIL RAREET

buying Prioe Selling Prioce

Crabs ; ‘ 3‘3‘20 G/kto ‘0030 G/kto
Cuttleo—fish ~ Ce20 0.30
Eayo 0.20 0.30
Macksrel L Cel5 0. 50
lanaowfisa 1.30 1.40
RBayong 1 0.30 0.40
Poafret (hanal) | o
- pnm o 1 1.60 2.00
- toapak 3.00 3440
Prawna- lobster - -
- pravns 0.40 \ - 050
= ghrisps 0e2C 0.30
Sardine | | 0.10 | 0430
‘Sasxy-flaasd catfiuh 18 , - 0.30
Spanish sackerel | o 1.00 1 1.20
- Wolf harring ) | '9-90 [‘ ‘~ 1-20 |

wa aanagod tﬂ iutcrviow enl: abous five of the fish sollars,
beaonat of time limitations. The figures are quite: represer.tative
of the five people interfiewed. But 1t is not possible for me to
Jjudge the position of the rest, altbough the pmbabxlitg 1s that
| fths sise of thcir huaiﬁess aas be s&nilar. H
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Some wastages ave umavoidable, inm the fora of unscld or
rotted vnes. Usually the unsold i{iah is salted; the ro.ien fish
i@ used as pig-food. lerhaps cut ¢i every Lunired katis of tish,
a wastage of tem katis is possilbie. ,

IRPCRT L ;135

~ Certain types of fiak lLave 1o be imported on woccunt of
their nomn-sxistence in the »aters ¢f sagan. They inocluie vockle-
shell, horse mackerel, mackerel (kembung) and red arapper. Coockle-
shell (kerang) comes Irom Kuals slangor and Jerasm ar. iLe cthers
come from Kuala Lumpur. 3y the nature of its Jdifferent wurketing

Tohannel, th& shells will be Tdscurued sepursiely.

- The stall-bolders or.ier L.e required amcunt of .1isb
through lorry-ugents vho call daii; at the market (to wu,ply
{mported vegetables as well). In a .ay the stall-hol &1 pur—
shase about $20.00 - $3C.00 worth ¢i euch fish. The prices at
wiich the fish are sold depenis on the Kuala Lumpur wholae.ale
prios. Dlaily 20 katis each of waokerel and horse nackerel and
10 katis of red snapper will be purchased.

Prioes

The following is the yrice spread f{or one katd of
"Kemoing o

kholesale prioce 19 ocents per kati.
Agents operating charges 8%

Transport charges - 3 10

Prioce at which stall~holder buys - 25

3%&11~holder'é ;:ena profite 25

Retail price , 50 cents per kati.

Such additicnal obixgcs are true of the other types of imported
fish also. ~

o Ihpdrted fiéh can be o#pnetod to sell off oou lotely
in a day, for the reason that they ure in small guantitic: .

Eha,thrdo types of fish are priced difterert.;e.
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npes ot M | Myerews
. - ;]ijxing Prioce Selling irice
Horse mackerel , 50 + 10
Bed sna.per 45 - 60

CO2KLE-SHELLS (XBRANG)

Euala Selengor and Jeram are the two main sourcea of the
shells. Lo orders need be made in advance. Isily lorry-agents
will call ut the market and the f{ish stiall-holders Jealang in
Kerang will buy from thea. A dollar is charged on every

sackful of shells as transport costs.
Purchases and £inanot v

EEte BN
o £ S e

- Bormally each of the three lealers in cockle—sheclle will
purchase two sackfuls of the commo Uty peor lay. The sle¢lls are of
twvo typess the big-white variety and the smaller—gr:e: lok t,pe.
48 far as posasible the lealers pay for their purchases in ocash.

o One of the dealers intervieved gave an interesting

sethod of debt payment. For in.tence in a lay he bHbuye two sackfulsa
of shells. Thus his purchases amo.nt to $13.50 cents. ..lease refer tO
table 131). Assusing he is able to pay only £10.00 or =0 a day, this
leaves him a lebt of §3.50. BHe olaims that he i allovel w0 pay
off these debts once every two monithee Thua for every oy for two
months he will inour the same amount of debt, more or louu. At

the end of the seocond month bis unoaid debt will total .:10.00.
‘Apocording to him his last debt paysent was $15C.00
T In & day each seller smanages to sell off his t»o sackfuls
_of the commodity. Since there are ~nly three dealers ir the pro-
duct it is posalblarto‘dsteruine tihe amount of shells whish the
petail market handles. Thus six sackfule will be hendlel lally,
muking it 180 sackfuls for a month. | |
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Variety . reight Buyin; price | Transport Total
. (xati/sack) | (8 per sack) | oharges
SN Risachind , ol RN Ehasnsh il ,
Large—white 120 2.0 $1.00 26.00
Sasll-green 190 $6.50 $1.00 $7.50

. Following is anm analysis cof the price spreal Jor a kati
of sach type of shell.

green/small

| ~ write/large
¥holesale price 0.03 o/xt Ge02 o/kt
Agents commissions 0.019 0.019%
Transport charges 0.001  Ca0c 0.,000% a0
Reteil baying prioce 0.0% ' 0.04
lealers gross profits 03 0g02
Retail selling price .08 a/kt. 0.06 o/kt.
, sy T

The retail selling prices of 8 cenis ard 6 cents have remaired etable
over the past fevw years. Of oourse slight variations (o uaouUr. But
such changes are only inm the downw. rd Jireotionm, with 10 tondency
for them to rise. This peouliar phencmenon can perhaya be explained
in terms of the elaastiocity of domande. The demand for cockle-

shells being relatively elastioc (since their purchases fora only a
suall portion of consumers' daily expenses) any rise in ,rloes may
diagcurage them from buying. 3But & fall ir prices is o-:lusive to
ocn sump tione.

As a point of intereatl 1t will be noted that ocC:.sumers
prefer the large-white variety to the small-green typee Ihe
reasons are that the former are more oompact, contain le 4 salt
elemonts and is very much oleaner in the sense that less s0il ise
to Ps foumd inside the shells. Hovever the smell type ks all the
arguments reversed.

" 'The shells are kept insils guni-sacks and put inside woodem
boxes. Fo ice is neeled to preserve the shelle, for ircuically the
~ ealducsa‘ﬁillkkill'thsujinnteada'«Kept in this form the uiells can
lagt for about three days. However even before they bave a chance

i1l be solde
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