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. ¥EE MARKETING OF BER7 IN THE BRETAIL MARKGY

" In Ralays two main types of cattle are fouad: the
imported Indian sebu and an indigercus vsrxefg which is referred
to aa the "Kedah~Kelantan” bresl Uy Goaling.® Both are domesti-
sated sirains of the wild ocattle of wouthern iaia, kncin Ly the

Latin name of Bos namadiocus. :

" The Kedah-Kelantan cattle (lembu in Malay) is the type
that will be discusccd. Such animals are "$mall, light-tonod and
100k sesecs remarkadly umiform in appesrance and sharac:ori:tics®

Sourges

R fhe mupply of beef in Jekinchan retall market oomes
from Tanjong Karang. This is mainly the result of market limita-
ticns. The oattle are slaughterc’ in Tanjorg Karang for the Ralay
population there is large emough tc consume the meat. osut this
i3 not 20 for Cekimchan vhich is cesentially a Chinews .rea. The
beef will then be s0ld on a vholecale basis to any tec! ‘ealer,
inoluding the one operating im the rctail market.
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The deef stall-holder arrives at the narket in ttre
sorning vy taxi. Fe bringe alorng with him 30 - 40 kt. oi beef
(for the day of the survey he br u:ht 34 kt.) Yet he naintains
that all he has to pay the taxi operstor is the norxal ‘ure of
50 certs. Fo transport charges is imposed on the meat transported.
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| 7he beef 18 bought on & trke~now-pay-later dasis. If
the average prioce of beef is, 3ay, 1.70 a katl it meano that hie
purchases comea to adbout £40.00 a ‘ay., This dent =ill e settled
vhen he reiurns home at about six o'clock in the everinge

: Acoording to the boef wollor he sutiles his iy partly
on an instalment basis. FPor instance he may mansge to yay only
£38.00 out of every $40.00 worth of purchases. Thus his debts will
accumulute. Such accumulated debss, of which he i3 allcied a maximua
of $100.00 a year, will eventually bu paid out of his padl harvest
(for he also owns padi lands which are operated by zembers of his
family.) ‘ o | -
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. Nest of the customers are !&lays. There i -eihigg of
& ttatal mature about this for all along the Chinese do not con-
'nidor beef as ome of their staple diet. ~

Sy Sales of haor, in genersul, ooincide with the .easons.
nurlnc the padi~planting seasonm buainess would be at a lov ebb
with lesa than 20 kt. of beef sol: xnily, But during periode of
barvesting the salea would dbe muck .-igher, for farmers wouli be
in poauosaiou 0f aene: newly carnsi from their sales of pedi.
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The prices of veef as & v“hole 40 not chsnre @auche Price
variations are selijom experiensed ard can only be naused ux Un=
ususl ovan%s, such as an extrems snortage of beef.
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- Vmauoa | Planting «¢ason Harvesting «ason
’ | Buying ' ‘ioiiing Bu:ing ‘elling
Price Pl oe "rioce irioce
Bonee ) ‘ '0.60 0080 0.62 0080
larmv - (a) 0.50 ;- (&) 0.50

Thd meat from cattle is classifie: into four main satu.. ~les, as
sliown in the table. The figures hulp to justify the buw: seller's
clnin that the priooa have remalied constant throuthut.

(a) Wo datum on the buying nrice of marrow is ZAven fo- the reasor
that it is not definite. The mar>v ia obtained from iis hecd of
the eattle, bought from Sb.ﬂe por nead, aad 80ld in bits at the
scl ar’a dissratian. |

, Anrastaapt to study the nrice spread of a xutk'of heef
%ill be a‘tempted. Por this matter it i3 nesessary to vioe back
~ the atage: involved in the prosc . = from the pursha:2 ~' the
- oattle, transpcrtatimn'and‘aVQntu&l sales.
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ol o 'The prioces paid for the purchases of thewme animale very
depending on the age, sime and ¥ei bt of the cattle. T ttle in the
prime of age is preferrea, ueually Leiwsen 2-4 years ¢l e  Too  cung
cattle do mot sontain wuch mest; too old cattle will ;ruvide meat

- %00 tuuch to be satisfactorily ocuiumed. he patiern of prioing

By follow the figures tabulated Lere:

¥eight of cattle Term price

About 150 kt. about £20(,00
" 200 * " 2Bt
300 " (a) " 8300400~ 350,00

(&) It is eeldom that a2 hesi of nittle reashes fhis vithe in view
of the underfed situation of mo:t “ampong anrimals. It should be
emphasised that the above pattern of priczing is mot corzlusive and
that 4t ahould be treated as & rough guile only.

~ Assume that the beef agents purchase four Ls:ls of sattle,
each weighing approximately 200 kt. (Your heuds of satile are the
norasml rumber purchased every tize). 4 lorey is usal o iransport
the cattle from the farm to Tanjon: Karang. The buel agsats pay
86.00 per hour for the rent and u o of the lorry, exzluiliy a
charge of $2.00 for every hezd of the anizal trarspori:?, A
breakdown of the marketing expen:os and prise spread vy a4 kati of
beef will be as follovs.

Farm prioe 1.2C cents per kati
Transportation charges - C.30

Wholesaler's profit margirn 0,30 .60

“holecule price 1.00

Reilatler's profits «40

Retail +elling price “«20 cents per kati
Storage

It is eeldom that the utxll=holler manages io s0ll off
all of ihe beef. FKcrmally three to four katis woul! Le 127t un~
soldi. . corage ia Lowever nc pro.lem for g friend, “Lo iuuw a
restaurant, has put his reforieratc: at bis dispcinl.

Neat stored overnight loces some of its flav .ar. Such
seat wlll thersefore will bs eold 2t & reluced price. .- nly
the beel will be aifecied, uelling tor $2.00 insteal i t. @ usugl
22.20 cents per kati. ‘

Probleme B
~ . The beef utall~hc1isr‘ﬁga quite contentoed wixg his
busiress. He claims that his daily profits amount to «: iy
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£5.00 = §6.00. His major provlem is the unassured mature of the |
supply of beef. Sometimes, once or twice & week, no buef supplies
would be forthooming. Furthermors in hic opinicr the mar et for
beef is very limited, in the men.¢ 'hit the n.mber of ri.mers
is small.




