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(vi) 

SYNOPSI S 

Indian gangsteri801 in Kual.a Lumpur is a twentieth cen tury 

phenomenon. Start ed in the 1950s a s an .institution to provide 

prot ection service to l ower c aste member s , i t has w~nt through 

numerous changes t i ll this day, where i t is s courned upon as a 

criminal ~. Th e Indi an gang sprouted thro~ut the city in the 

l a t e 1950s and early bOs but i t does not have a s i.ngl.e line o£ 

orie!n. Thus , we £ind t hat t he various gangs dif'£er in their r i tes 

and init iation ceremonies . 

Thes e gangs are not we l l. organized units and a s such we 

£ind t h em constantly emer~ing and t hen dying-off . As a criminal 

gang, the act i viti es o f' these gangs include gang f'ights and " tabl e

t alks", v ice rings, drug pushing, extortion. and "pr o t ect ion service" . 

FOr t hese purposes, the gangs use a wide range o£ weapons, from 

meat chopper s t o revol ver s. 

The r ol e of' the polic e in curb ing t he increasing menace 

of' thes e gangs bas al.so increased lately. T.b.e f'ear that these 

gangs creat e and the atroc ious act i vities that they involve in has 

brought about tighter legislation against them. 

The emergence o£ " gangster- type" individuals is linked 

clos ely to the s ocial. environment o£ an individual . I t is f'owxl 

that t hese eangsters Who come £rom lower class communities go 

through de£ective social.iza tion processes that creat e a delinquen t. 

Vari ous £act ors contr ibute t owards this cause , namely, broken homes, 
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(vii) 

lack of parental love and control , bad neiBbbourhood and influence 

of :friends. 

Indian gangs although have not adapted themselves well 

to the social changes, they still pose a threat to the aa.t'ety of 

the general public and as euch it is very necessary . to check: their 

growth. While legislation is important in this aspect, o£ more 

import ance is t o help children and youths to go through normal and 

proper socialization process to avoid the emergence o£ delinquent 

features in the f irst place. 
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