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areas, this made locating them more difficult. Sometimes these "residen-
tial temples" do not have any outward features to show that they are
temples and this made the survey very time consuming, I had to obtain

help from family and friends to tell me where these temples were,
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Functions Deities
I. C. The State
1. Figures symbolizing
civics and political
virtues
a, Civic and political
(i) Historical Baogong
personalities
(ii) Legendary figures
b. Military personalities Guan DI
2. Deities of Justice Baogong
Wei to

3. Patrons of the shcolar-
official class and -‘the

literary tradition

(Buddhist god
of Law)

Confucious

II. General moral

order

A. Heavenly deities

B. Underworld authorities

Jade Emperor
Tudigong
(Local god of
earth, a

tutelary god)
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Functions Deities
III. Economic A. Agricultural deities
functions B, Patrons of Crafts and Tianhou
Trades (goddess of
sailing)
C. Commerce and general Ts'ai-shen
economic prosperity (god of
wealth)
IV. Health Yo-shih
(Buddhist deity
of healing)
V. General public A, Pantheons
and personal B. Devil dispeller
welfare C. Blessing deities Guanyin
D. Temples with unspecific
gods
VI. Monasteries and A, Buddhist Sakyamuni
Nunneries Buddha
B, Taoist

Source: C.K. Yang: Religion

In Chinese Society, (1961:8-10)

This table is by no means an absolute classification of the

function of temples and deities.

However, it can provide a .general idea
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a room is also provided for those who wish to place their ancestral tablets.
A more detailed explanation of these services will be provided in the

following chapters of this study.
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Chapter Notes:

1. Karma - the feeling of resignation to the overwhelming power of

fate.

2. gui - are usually malevolent spirits that have a propensity to
molest human beings. The powers of the gﬁi are spontaneously
generated and not normally under human control. As such

they can invade human beings without warning.

3. shén - are usually good by nature and are willing to help human
beings. The powers of the shén are latent but can be
activated by those who wish to modify the effects of their

fates or to counteract ghost-powers.
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especially when there is a medium in the temple.
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Chapter Notes:

1. Goddess of Mercy - is know by the chinese as Kuan Yin. Kuan Yin,
meaning "to see and to hear all" is claimed by some
authorities to be none other than Alvalokitesvara,
Lord of Love and Compassion, a male Bodhisattva

from India.

2 Na Cha - or the 3rd Prince is supposed to be a child deity.

3., Demon whip - a horse hair or rope whip with a wooden handle.
Sometimes, this wooden handle is carved in the shape

of a dragon.

4, "Dragon Throne" - A red painted wooden chair, resembling a throne.

(Comber: 1958:10).
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he said that temples and shrines "are indications of the strong and

pervasive influence of religion in Chinese Society." (Yang:1961:6). They
are a symbolic representation of the Chinese Religion and in mapy areas,

of the Chinese culture too.




















