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NGG Chapter 2 Literature Review

2.6.2 Forms/ subforms

Forms define the format and layout of documents. A form contains several design
elements that help define the structure of the database. When a form is designed,
these objects can be placed anywhere. Here are the most widely used components

for designing forms:

¢ Fields e Links

e Text e Java applets

e Graphics e OLE objects

¢ Hotspots e Graphic background
e Action bars e Background color

e Tables e Blank lines

¢ Layout regions e Others

* Attachments

Activity Report

DrEnc No, Jrfrom My test Investment Company ((401)233-5555)

Activity Informal

Author: Graham C Stalley Date: 08/09/97 04:24.18 PM
Event: Phane call

Participants: Graham C Stalley

Objective: Thigis justatest ...

Action Taken: Send & fax

Act by: 08/09/97

Additional Information:

Figure 2.1 Sample of Form

2.6.3 Navigators

As an application is built, however, it’s good idea to implement any navigators
with buttons only, to prove the concept. Then return later and have a person
Specializing in graphic arts design create useful artwork for them,

————
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Figure 2.2 Sample of navigator

2.6.4 Other design elements

264.1 Layout regions

Layout regions are designed to help users to lay out their forms. Layout regions
allow predetermining the vertical and horizontal dimensions of a field and enable
scroll boxes, multilines fields and so on. Layout regions are fixed in size and
position on the form. Also, within a layout region users can easily drag and drop
the fields and text to get just the look they want. However, layout regions don’t
support rich text, shared fields, subforms, computed text, and other robust
features. Layout regions aren’t supported on the Web. However, when designing
applications for native Notes, layout regions facilitate the design of powerful and

friendly user interfaces.
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Design elements that layout regions supported :

e Static text e Buttons

¢ Graphic buttons e Calendar entry buttons
e Graphic background ¢ Combo boxes

e Field types other than rich text o Listboxes

Purge User Guide
1. Overview : !
Overview i
IE
PURGE )

The PURGE is a Notes Server task which will remove old messages from a user's mail
database. By adding this task to a server's night time tasks. The Notes admin can control
length of time message are held in a user's mail database. .

Requirements g
The minimum requirements for PURGE are Windows 95/NT, Lotus Notes Release 4.5 or :
greater.

© 1997 Tiger Technologies, Inc. i
- _ ‘ M Reserved i

Figure 2.3 Sample of layout region

The following types of fields are not allowed to a layout region:

¢ Attachments. e Tables

* Hotspots e Popup

* Links e Rich text fields
* Objects e Sections
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NGG Chapter 3 System Analysis

3.55  Simplicity

Simplicity refers to keep forms and screens properly uncluttered in a manner that
focuses the user attention.

3.5.6 Reusability

The extent to which a program or parts of a program can be reused in other
applications — related to the packaging and scope of the functions that the program
performs.

3.5.7 Maintainability

A product is maintainable if the programs are easily to modify and test when

updating to meet requirement, correcting errors, or move to a different computer
system.
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3.7 Run Time Requirements
3.7.1 Hardware Requirement

The following is the hardware requirements:

Processor (CPU) . Intel Pentium 133 MHz
Memory : 64 Mb RAM

Storage : Hard disk

Monitor : SVGA Color Monitor
Input Device . Keyboard and Mouse

3.7.2 Software Requirements

o Adobe PhotoShop 5.0 is used for graphics design.
¢ Lotus Notes Release 4.6 is for developing the toolkit as well as a database
after doing the above comparison.
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Notes
Developers

Figure 4.4 Flow of Graphics Component
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Template

Select
Template

Notes
Developers

Figure 4.6 Flow of Template Component
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aﬁemm_l-'rbm Folder

Figure 4.7 Main Menu
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41w Graphic

1 @1.1 Ofiice
| = Non-graphic
| @21 Doclink

Figure 4.9 Template Menu
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w Other

1.1 US Dollar Note
» Winter
@21 Winter File

0 Eveiy

-
o
=

Figure 4.10 Graphics Menu
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4.6.3 Form Design

Forms are use to capture information required that often will be input to the
computer. The objectives of good form design are similar to screen design and
also its accuracy. Standard form for graphics component and template component
are shown in Figure 4.11 and Figure 4.12. The standard criteria of the form
design are as follows:

e The form divided into three sections: the action which provide a few

functions, the heading which give the NGG logo and the body of the form.

e The form entries are categorized with a sub-title to explain to user the

relevance of the entries and make easy work of filling out a form.

e

4 Save | _®._ Close |

‘Enter name fomn graphic .

Description
ViR el A | RN N e 3 R P RRR R TG A R L TR

Category : @ Background O Frame C Line O Other
C Button O Icon O Picture
Type : TAcademic ;=4

Ime)

Figure 4.11 Graphic form layout
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ﬁ}sm|®mm|

NOTES GRAPUIC USER
INTERFACE GAULERY

Enten name for template

Description :
Vot S SRR L M R M R e B AR R R T eI Sk SRR R [

Category : @ Form O Navigator
Type : @ Graphic O Non-graphic

Attach | sttachment

r
4

Figure 4.12 Template form layout

4.6.4 Output Design

Information display is an important issue. The misplacing information may
confuse the users and lead to misconception on the results. All output from NGG
are on screen and in tabular form. The design of the screen output is discussed in
component screen design. The followings describe the attributes of the design of
the tabular content (view section of screen) of the output, which is called the view.

e Column headings are distinctive to further orient the user as to the view

contents.
e Columns are sorted for certain data (e.g. name) to organise the data.
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NGG Chapter 6 Evaluation and Conclusion

Throughout this project, a lot of experiences have been gained, new knowledge
has been acquired and, more importantly, there has been an improvement in
project management and communication skills. Having up-to-date knowledge and
information becomes important in keeping up with the fast and ever changing

fields in the information technology edge.
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Appendix B Plain User Interfaces

Navigator Interfaces

Gan.ii éﬁips @Ynurbbmmand 1.3[1 I]MU{Q?_ X

Genii Ships @YourCommand 1.30 03/10/97
Genii Ships @YourCommand 1.30 03/10/97
Genii Ships @YourCommand 1.30 03/10/97

enii Ships @YourCommand 1.30 03/10/97
Genii Ships @YourCommand 1.30 0310/97
Genii Ships @YourCommand 1.30 03/10/97
Genii Ships @YourCommand 1.30 03/10/97
Genii Ships @YourCommand 1.30 03/10/97

Genii Ships @YourCommand 1.30 03/10/97
Genii Ships @YourCommand 1.30 03/10/87
Genii Ships @YourCommand 1.30 03/10/97
Genii Ships @YourCommand 1.30 0310497




Appendix C Graphics User Interfaces

Navigator Interfaces

| CLASSIFIED
ADS

Classified Ads
Classified Ads
(by Location)

WANTED
to Buy

What's New
(<30 days)

LA AL A 2 S S A R A R A L i

All Ads By Date

All Ads by Contributor

Expued Ads
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Form Interface



















Appendix E Scenarios

Scenario I : Copy graphics from NGG toolkit to a form of

another database.

JE‘B Eci!im Qmamym j:[q:

. NGGalery
test on Local onlocal

e A database called Test with a blank form as below.
e Get graphics from NGG toolkit. Open NGG toolkit.

o About NG alesy v - Lotuz No
T Fe Edt Vew Cess

CEL B I TF T te A HS

You are welcome to use this Notes Database as a place to put all of the tricks and
trouble that you come across as a Notes programmer. It can take hours, or even days
to find ways to design the forms and navigators. If you are a professional Developer,
this costs you money!

We have aeated a library of over 100 examples of navigators, forms, graphics, and
placed themn just a button away.

o A% “TSigned by Evalyr/Evie on DI/1972000 12;16:11 PM, sccording to /Evi *| wey | Evalyn ‘;d
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e Press Esc to access to Main menu.

"Hllh
] b zammmw Heb

2k 3 K31 .'=f:-1=iwa|% mm

e Click on Graphics hotspot rectangle to access Graphics menu.
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¢ Choose one of the graphics from view section.
¢ Double-click on the "Fishy Logo" document.

- NGhalery  Graphwes\Picluie  Lotus Nole MEER

sf= e sl o N

1w Animal
1.1 Fishy Logo
w Othar
21 US Dollar Note
 Winler
@31 Winter File

View Section




o [Unttled]  Lolux Nole

E]Ba ESt Yo D dire- e u-l-_ I R =18ix

Pgsan ]‘gmummm_ |an | @cm ]
Fishy Logo =l
L ST D WA R A S
S
-
i lem |

e Click on the 'Copy' button.
e Go back to 'Test' database and paste on the blank form.

e Steps from the above are repeated to get more graphics.




__Unttied] - Form - 1 olus Nobe:

Aguglp 7 BFH A5 OlE = 3t @

A0 LSRR LS | SRS ST IRE BB b R T TR R LTI s

e This is the form with graphics created in the 'Test' database using NGG
toolkit.




Scenario 2 : Attach a template database into Template Form.

e Click on the Template hotspot to go to Template menu.

| @11 Ofice
w Non-graphic
@2 1 Doclink
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Fill up the form below.

. [Untitled]  Lotuz Note

.Ell EdH w-w n:m w Tot m li-h

‘Test Fishy Foum

DBScnptmn
1 it ] RN W B N e T S eV BRET TR
' -'-, his is a furm template where the form have fishy Iugu as a heau‘tng i

o
Category : @ Form O Navigator
Type : @ Graphic ' Non-graphic
- ’
Attachment :
I [ B i LS S T Feoewn T

Click on the Attach button to get the pop up window (as below) to select the
file that want to be attached.

Create Attachment(s)

Lookie |3 )

[ favourte 2 WebTutor
| graphic 2! wet1101
] ffe

) Mfcobol
) second
|1 thesis

Filegame:  [test

01/25/2000 07:51:52 AM 512K bytes




¢ Click Save button on the top of the form to save the document.

_ [Unttled] - Lotug Nole:

Description - '
SN TR NI S D G TR S T R L U A G S = PR 7
= This is a form template where the form have fishy logo as a heading. &

T - N

‘Cétagury : @ Form C Navigator
Type : @ Graphic  C Non-graphic
3 & e

oy

Attachment :
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e Click on Close button to get back to the Template menu.

v Graph
@11

Test Fishy Form

e — — N

OB

= i

s

g

¢ Now the attachment has been save into a document named 'Test Fishy Logo'
and it can be seen in the view section.






